' IS CANADA AT LAST ACCEPTING HER OWN REALITY?
To the Canadian Club of Toronto, January 9, 1978 _

by Hugh MacLennan o,

If I may begin by relating my title to myself, few things have made me
feel more remote fromzrealty thls past yearg than the numerous frlendly

Jounnallsts and acqualntances who have been asklnD me what I thmuvht of

..A_,.;. . .L...,-, ;,_' Lo

Why me? I an anz extremely pr1Vate
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n in Antofy s min when

équatibn¢} There is’ nordoub




be in a mlnorlty, I ask you to take my word for it that TWO SOLITUDES

dared entlrﬁly ggsse in La_Belle Province 2 4 -and for a reason

he root of Canada's :problem as a nation.

is not consi

that is at t <ﬁ%he collective min

of English-Camada, like that of the United States and toa lesser degree
: . external

of Englané, Xs pragmatlc, As Exxeanxt/conditions cnanve,

the pragmatist
tends to put the past behlnd him,

But for centyries thex Quebec éllte

has been tralned to venerate St

Lhomas Aqulnas and hexuas no pragmatist,

Only.twenty years avo.the famous Caqcn Grou*x was stlll

prqclaiming

slogan,ynotrefmaitre, le passé. Quebec never forgets hnr past. Sha
fongellci i the Conquest Bhemimxxrak she has not forgotten 1837,
mmEml

has:not forgotteanouls Rlel, she has not forﬂott

~enshrined -
She has rmamxmzmﬁ/?&

volutio: Bourassa's crowd who thought of tnemselves

:Parti Qdébecbis which ‘thinks it is plan

ﬁiﬁg a ?bli?ical
o all th= farmalas 1n the text bOOﬂo
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'Lw revolutlon mmxh accordlnv

‘tlll 1nvolved wltn the past emotlons ofvthﬂ F

you look.au

-

3 The_t avedy-~orrthe'comadym—dependlng on how

> xmﬁmzx,from thelrremctlonal'1ncapac1ty to understand 'he

= Lo -

7p&551onately ‘urnﬂd_on by
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‘  ths a#desce
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_ . : probably you have two, stern—iﬁ
rf?fécéd’Cénadia
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bhek it was the losers who made the best songs, and the winners who made’

the most money. And which of them chose the better part is still an open

H

question.
To return brie;ly to that novel of minej; I myself had V1rtually forgottc

it untii recent==vants made me re-read it. Its title had been usnd.ﬁo often
by polltlclans that I had almost come to believe that it was a polltlcal

novel. I re-dlsCOVBred that 1t 1s nothlnn of the kind. It 1s a falrly 51mpls

ﬁand econ mlc hablts made'it almosqlmpOSSLble for them to‘knew one apother;

Koo . ENRL TS 5,

to the,hlstory tauvnt ta the'Engllsh cnl_dren and the two“sharﬂd but

,-;-,-,‘_

'ff dlslntegratlon 1n the name of the self- dﬂtermlnatlon of natlons. It had ]
X . faets - 3 :




True, the ;edera

government in 1917 imposed conscrlptwon on Quebef and it is futile to d«

that Enollsh—Canada, and especially the Conservatlve Party, has been

paying for that ever 51nce. But not even our tswo conscrlntlon crises

. put us in ‘the same class as the succession states of the Holy Eoman Emp1

We are-stlll adolescents here, and whlle thls may be embarrass1n? to our
o - 7 The-hatre
“ amour propre, future.-Qﬂesse%s
of adults terd. t SN

kezexmnmadx&xa/ be 1mplacable, as that prlme adolescent Amerlcan pre51de

1n 1919. But the quarrels betwe

hopefully 1t has _seme edventages for the

dlscovered at Versallles

: The questlons I nowlask myself are these° Hhat is thlS crlsls of ours
L really about°-fﬁhy do s0 many of our politlﬁlans though not EEE%EER
ML gergue,

Mr, Trudeauh\seem suddenly so 1rrelevant? Agaln, if Canada is in a state

na nerson to'person bﬂsis the Anvl

S phones and Francophones of Quebec have never been S0 cordlal to each

75_other as theyeire now¢ (Thn answer to tnls is easy enough; at .Zi.onrr lest

";; most Quebec Anvlephones are learnlnD French ) 1 ,;?__i

But how about thls one’

ﬂIn)the Colllseum_ln Quebec Clty, not too far—

_ Jumlor Team Canada a&alnst .
7:the SOVlet team although so far as I A ow,

net a 31nble Ouebe001s was,

:1n th llne-upz 'ﬁmsﬁxgxmmmx Nbr, again so far'as I know d1d any'xesﬁxmer

'ﬁffnewspaper suggest that thlS mlght have been the:reason wHy Team Canada los
”-Are we'really in a crlsls? There is noxa doubt that we are,

but it has feyw
-'__:i: of the ear.

marks of & crlsls as they urderstand the word in au*ope andv

- the Middle East, s : S
SRR am no sage and no pOllthal sc1entlst an

d I profoundly mlstrust

,abstractlons wnen they are applled either to human belnos or to ahat

- "_-v .
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Dr, Camille laurin calls la collectivité. So, as well I know, do hundreds

of thousands of French Canadians. The nickname they give Dg, Laurin is

la mdre superieure, probably because of the holy forbearance of h¥s manner

when he psychoanalyzes la collect1v1té in public. As for René Leﬂ/esqw.:us--~

his surname as you know means "blshop"——a French Canad1an=$udent remarked

me with a grin, "Plus ga chanze, le plus clest la mﬂme choseo An Ouabec

il est encore 1mposszble d'echapper des évsQues.”

No, E prefer human belngs to abstractlons made about them, 93peclally in

- _,:j‘./ -_p- -

o a country llke Ca éa whlch nly recently has begnn to thlnk serlously abo

K f‘And once agaln we have to look 1nto the past to undsrstand WhY-

_irlwhat thls wholeinatlon amounts to. It ls to many of these abstvactlons ‘tha

= a"-h-—' ;'.;.1- \. bl IR = “"--‘ -'
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A Canadlan and rrench—Canadlan natlonallsms don't speak the same 1anguage“

Mbdern natlonallsm is largely a nlneteenth century phenomenon an&?;t
arose as a dafenceﬁméchanlsm agalnst the expleitation of unerganlzed
ethnlc _groups by hlghly erganlzad imparial poWers like France of Lauls XTIV
:and Nﬂpeleon, lLke Austrla and Imperial Ru551a 11ké§%}ance and Brltlan
in’ the Orient. Inevitably 1t becamP mlxed up with mghux thh.cnntury o
l,,deolocles like comnunlsm, 5001a115m and anarchlsm and 1n Italy and ﬁﬁix

. ‘wifhin cun e R e i
'i'Germany they beeama 1 fused 1nto natlonal—5001allsm, Inev1tab1y aga&nvrnanmm'

:3;1__«::_'.';{' o - O P .*”—:

745nat10nallsm;glevated to the status of a lay rellglon}preduced fanatlcal

: beco1s was flxed flrmlyﬁon-thglFrench Canadlan trlbe and the French-Canadlc

'Cathollc Cnurch -In Engllshmﬂanada after the Amerlcan szolutlon, it'was

pinned on Great Brltlan even by the Jcoteh who were my own ancestors, xR

who hadbeen enclosed by their chlefs er transported because soma of. thelr
alliances :

chlcfs had made amim&mxm/wlth France agalnst Englandx in the mldﬁ18th

ntury. As a chlld in Hallfax ﬁurlng the Kalser s War iawwa*“tanvht;l”




the only history I’was taught was the hlstor
Canada had -

&ﬁaxhaﬁ been won for England by Hafm¥ Wblf

v1ctary on the Plalns of Abraham. % Wb chlldren were taught to s;ng -
Wetll ””;

chorus =i¥¥/never Let the 0ld Flag Fall # andff/ repeat in ¢horus

Kipling's Jingle: Whe lives if Bngland dies/

y of Enéland and-theronly Cén
ian history informed me that/

YWho dies if England 11ves¢

This, of course, was pure, raw propavanda, and 1f you kave read qusay'

1"'Cook's recent ar§1cle ln SATURDAY NIGHT whlch 1s carefully éocument?d

'ffEsystematlcally and thoughtlessly:accused F“énch Canadlans of cowrdlce and

cthdren from playlnr wlth thelr Angloﬁhone nelghbouﬁs.;‘The Ontarlo Orang

_‘menvfwere m111tant 'the Qunbec clergy was mllltanb_; but out81de heckey

,,.__. -l

11tdt no matter what language they speak o

X%;glonal certainly, for thls is pﬂrfectly healthy and natural But 1t was
' first -

_ commitmentx - -
hardly natural that the ﬂmm/supereme ematlonal memxmamzax/af Engllgh~Can

were made to the European Whr of 1914-1918 XHEH£§XdKEKHXEIéEdWéﬁMKﬁKméEEH

rinks Canadlaﬁs are’selsam mi

'fi“lﬂgérhaVe 1mposed conscrlptlon,:

Canada was on her'égh_and thatwﬁerld

—w1de changes demanded arastlc changea
in our‘tradltlonal leltlﬁBl ‘habits, Enbllsh Canada eemedhﬁé;ﬁfiaé once

rore 1ntox a polltlcal trance which laated from tne end of the l9h05 untll

T well 1nto the 19703. Why* For God's sake why?

Wé aren'ﬁ really stupld

-~ but ceﬂtalnly We are creatures of




Crdn GHOM uorqeu OTOUM SUT 4SBT 9 PuUB QAT ‘§T J8qUeAOy uo &JOQEEA o

anbsaAaq euegh'eweo uayy “Jop sty Jo med quiTa SYq 9® pue JSyj0uW sTY Jo
qaag eqq e QTS oq ueneeq OJUT pspusdse pey Fury JeqFe SuoT epﬁqgg=usxfﬁua

T BWE8Es UITIO AT ‘0o 'e{-_ﬁgepmﬁu;daaxamau = ]
oyl 38508 BTP °p I RS R e e
‘qexaod Iexeqtq eqq MY osqeny uwwdxp 3¢z quIQEAJasueg aqq 01 sxueqn ang
- UT seMm

'OUETpeueo qauea& oY1 qou pr eH 'aaneﬁuet quuaJ& sy3 ut ase&qd que:eqoo e _}

{Beds qou ptnoa enf'aaetd QSJTJ eqq uT ueeq peq qt qeum Atzeeta meux ﬁpoqou N

i wﬁ%fpueq-qqtm peqsrur; sen eq JGQJE qeqq UOtsn;Uoo u%_ﬁt eqavsn;Qo 0
51 i _ Y ST‘“a]p

T }T pue ‘e{qrssod ;t aou345txa sqt aaeu%t 03 sem uotqeu:;

y ey peAetqu oYy
matqo&d L LT e ._,_',;,;,_;:", i _.,,___'__._‘_

KIIEOTJGQEJQS qng ‘aeygzefog qnd suetatnltod amo IIP ueqn:sxataq arom esn -
‘pt oa aq ‘&ILeotqaeL bqaeo;dde srq sem.geqm S&QIQOJd Ietquassa on qna
) ) Pty c‘[:fyf_).s mia_Lv 2]w1 1@«?4.11? A1 DM g —Laao_tj'g?s
% %f vy ?v“m?f Svnﬁ Lsnnac A’ ﬂr/ *UoTqEBU Su3 Jo purw ;c 1Tqey
eqq amoosq ptnoqs puTn ;9 qrqeq STY eyl ‘wseqeutpaoqns sTY 4q pemoxzo;

uq qsnm spoqqam stq eul ‘ rresuty pen £Lg peutep&o Buo anq Lewm qoaz;oo ayq

Atuo qou _sem ﬁem srq 28Ul ‘Burynfisas ug qqﬁtx sem sy qegq peau;nuoo sesm

W

eq 1eYY axng eq Aew oM fs3op srq pue Jeqqom stq BTA usneeq wo.Ly pSAeaoeJ-

Ay sautTedrd .-

L e
e

eq qaeoxdde-IeeJ STY sem qeqm sr peﬁszeeq qsnm 19qq uorqsenb eqm

DHTH erzuexaew umorgna/zxmwmxmx Ateqcmea qu uera;qrfed e/gxxﬁﬁmxﬁﬁ I BARY
o ET ﬁangpug satqmasaa R paJxoqunosus

eq_aatnpe auensuoa sYa qqtm ‘quuaaqg 09 /xmmaza&m& stq U ‘JGAQJOI o

aoy;go'ut &919 03 qsrm oJou B ueqq e.10uW Aturenaeo SEM QI aﬁxqunoo stqq uT _:Q:_

LteAetqoaem UT usas 0u anq tTIaAetqaaau peax aneq I ‘uemarqueg 'Jamad'urrﬁif}

“AEMte"'qsourte Bea Aq.zed srq pue ‘éépnnmne w{mo STY A3aed sTY / Xeomp oy -

e - 0qUT aTINg

thom aqq go A¢0151q eatque syq ut ﬁoﬂaoowap aeqqo Kue pauxano? UETDTQTTOd -

5q10 Eue RED ueqq aeﬁuor epeueg peu:aAo% st uew srqg-mﬁeag JOo JBOTA 8ya Jo

UOLSTA Ieatqrrod ay3 pue Aoq §;I8Yq0W plo Jeaf usq e Jo qusudo(easp TeUOT
toWe JY7 qqyg uneydeada ueTaeqlqsesg * paqqe;:gg§§ ‘snoaepuod ‘A1s sTYY

- , ¢STL dARaT JoA9 LoeFet srq TITTH

'Eﬁyx eyzueqﬁéw faarqesad paetm qemyq fq ssaoo&d oT90uUddy Jo purx /X

ysnoayg

ST OJUT peonput edsM A7quedss LIsA TTAUN 4B Jeeu) 3saTd Syl Jo pus syaq

mo&; epeueg USTTSuy Jo satqey Testatrod aya qeys ITHQNS T pue “91Tqey



On the day to day exchanges between the ¥rench and English‘in Quebec,
the Péquiste victory has, if anything, improved the situation. The troubl.

is, of course, that the Péquiste government is not only a government of

H

- amateur theoreticians; it is a ghvernment of intellectuals who have never
a payroll
had to meet axprﬁamand ax® who think of themselves as crusaders. Nearly

the young intellectuals among les Quebecols-mthough not all the otha“ youl
- Thls is a sure - Rovement
are prebably SeparatlstSKﬁEHXﬂﬁmﬁﬁpxmth&Iﬁ guarantee that the mmxmzmm/

will either collapse or turn 1nte somethlnw very dlfferent, for whenever

mE - :
Feen i i

o 1ntellectuals have. been unanlmous about énythlng, Hlst@ry:k

falled te prove

HAVLUN

en wrong.

N _'{v-Y

'1mp@rtant truths have bezeme extremely v151ble.':

-the French

Canadlan psople. It has heen forced to admlt that a natlon con51st1n; ef

twoe such different - tradltlons cannot be governed satlsfacaiorlly by the

- sheer votlng power of the magor ity. It is net Joe Clark's fault that as a

I ?‘:J :‘

polltlcal leader he has become a s 1rrelevant as a spectator at S football

match, The same applles to the Anglophone mministers in Mr Trudeau'si

cablnet. At the moment—-I’m not saylnw in the future-—the bal? gamn f r

Canada 1s belng played out bh French Canadlans——Plerre Trudeau and hlsh

L ": "'_nh Ll

" be lost to us. Few Anglos any mere repnat that inane and Detulant tuStlor

" "WYhat does Quebec want”" iany more are asklnv "What do we' want°”
»~ the decks have been cleared for a
The third truth is that m/fundamental debate within Quebﬁc 1tse1f° The
debate was always thera, and as one French Canadian observer put it, 1t ig
a debabe between the heart and the head. Why net? Thls 13 the ba51c debatu

within every human individual who ever was borh.

SeeemEmR -

A year ago Levesque spoke éntirely from the haxaxy heafé;iand whi?é&




2 8 - . . -l
and while doing so he made a good many statements he must now r egret,

He pulled the emotlans out of the crowd and threw 1t back to them, so

that wa#chlng him in actlon with = crowd of -his reporters was like watch

a kind of lovn-maklng.,ﬁhz On the night of November 15, 1976 " the lift

of heart among the Quebecoms vas wonderful to see and the east end of Mor:

English-Canadians were -
had the .aspect of a carnlval. No wonder ﬁmghzmﬁaﬂmﬁmﬁmxmaz/aghast when tht
oy v
heard about 1t. But 1t uas net caused bv what looked 13i

,f

ke a successful

L - L

reVOlt awalnst Canada. It was caused by a tremendous self-assertlon and
: . : HNONG= L - . =

1 ;beh1nd- t lay aﬁ;ong and nﬂﬂ%ta?thnourable nlstory of f et

REDINERY

. whnat he_calls SOVerelgnty—a 3001at10n,

-paﬁie&ﬁﬁy'a declihging ecohoﬁy and a'substantil Light of cépital -th;:tgad

is beglnnlnﬂ to mount the_lneV1table counter attack avalnst raw emotlona

Levesque speaks 11ttle about 1ndependence now and ‘much more aboutxzmxmxaxm_

30 and hlS epponents @olnt_eut that”

there were drastlc chanves 1n the attitudes of the Anglo Canadlans.'

- What they really want the magorlty and not the w1ld me

and a new respect for the French Reailty in a new natlon.

n, 13 a new place

The average

| AnWIOphone Canadlan r851dent in Quebec who is not rich, whm CO“ruSpondS

'Q %o no ch gap stereatype,

who was often as thorougnly screwed byx the
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operators as the French were--but screwed mainly by their own Anglophéne
masters--he understands this now prettv vell. He wi-ll he able to get alor
_W1th the French very easily and very happily. And if the rpst of Canada
agrees with hin, thﬂn Pierre Trudeau will win the ball game,

Now--as they used to say on the radio--let's pause for station 1dent1f-

'_1catlon. And 7n thls pause let's ask ourselves the quest1on~-what IS

. the ball game?

”Just”&fter I wrote the last of thege pages, I &eft my typﬂwrlter and

1n1and gateway to the contlnent of Nb th Amﬁrlca._ TherEnvllsh

‘m..ﬂ

: “conquered-lt for fﬁé sake of thelr COlOHlSLS, Immedlately aftarwards, rld

T " y._h'..

Tenbe and

Mow Hrr Laurln speahs of Ehe reconquas* and thls meant the ra coﬁéﬁest bf

en2 of ﬁv& 'eﬁ:-ﬁj'\-w:-ﬁ- Pz eq -’ ! é(ﬁrﬁ}.’sL,—&Wr
hontveal's Eﬁg%*gﬁ.ﬁiﬁﬂy power,ﬁ So the money power movesaglgier up the rLVe

Sl newer

;i;Ana I though aJawn°“

"Tha source of the Rhlne 1s 1n Sw1t5erland n

L And I thouﬂht agz aln‘ "Tha ultlmate source of the St Lawrence 13 1n ther

. United States," And I tbou ht finally: ™We are still the truSuees of a marm

vellcus land, one of the supreme prizes in the world And quotlng LlncoLnf
FIf we do not make common

,:jMExﬂxg/ cause to save the good old ship of the Unionx on tnls yoyav«m‘nebodg

Tl O

lel nave a chance to_nilot her on another voyage




