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, - LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE
CANADIAN CLUB OF TORONTO.

THE REALITY OF BEING A CANADIAN

I am grateful for your invitation to be here to-day and to
. T . , ,

have an opportunity of sharing with you some of my views on a subject’

dear to my heart,

As the President has said, the title I have chosen is
"The Réaiity of Being a.Canadian"t Some of you may be'siéting 5ack
at Fhié moment_wbhdering ﬁhyfsucﬁ a subject? 'Qﬁé'tﬁing, I can assure
you I do not either wish to be too profound, or, to be too superficial
in ﬁy remarks._ I am not'speékiné as an historian or as an econcmist.
Rather, perhaps I banrshafe with you, at least for a few moments,
ﬁy own sometimes personal views honed thfough years of activity din
edgcationalrand cultural fieldé, and more recently as the Lieutenant-—

Y

Governorrgfvthe Province of Ontaria. -
I dare séy that éggh of us ﬁas‘a p;rtiéular concept or idea
as to wﬁat.ié.truly the Reality of being a Canédiaﬁ. At Fhe outset,
T may tell you that I considgr it fortunate that my parents decided "
for me thétﬂl should be born iﬁ Optario. I grew_up in a_smali bordet
ﬁqwh - Sarnia. I went-to the ﬁniversity of Toronto. 1 lived with

my parents, relatives and friends through what was known as the Great

Depression. I was here in Canada during a Second World War, partiecipating

in voluntary organizations which have grown and in some cases prospered

in terms of human endeavour (if not in funds). I recognize that I



live to—-day in a country which may seem to be the same as it:has

always been, buffwhich is constantly changiqg and hopefully maturing .
~ and that is part of the Reality of being a Canadian., I recognize
that wé Canadians ig.this éart of the couﬁtry, 1et“alpne the other - -
regions bf thé country, are ﬁf;eﬁ misunderstood by English speaking -
peoples from othef‘eoﬁntries. When you and. I ' are in the Uhi;ed Sta£es
or in the United KingdomApr eﬁen_Australia or New Zealand, while we may
speak’the same language With somewhat differenf accents, words ané
ﬁhoﬁghté aqtualyj héye diffgfen? meapiggs and emphasis. This is
particularly difficult for Americans to.ﬁpdeistand because they iook.,
uﬁon ug as being, as they have oftéﬁ said, "their cousins". They.
become distdrbéd and concerned when we don't seem to agree with their
poliecies or actions because they feel we should think as they Fhink;
afté£.allg they say, we speak ?bg same'langugge.
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AWe dég’t;' ng I gi%é you'jﬁstjone brief example. Several
months agoy T wés bringing grgétings;'éé thé’Lieﬁtenanthovérnor of
this Province, at a dinner iﬁ-this ﬁotel. 90 to 95Z of the guésts
Wére from the United Stéfes. The Chairman wrote me éftefwards to

‘say that she had been taken to task by one of the gentlemen who was '

present for constantly referring to my handicap - the left-handed
governor. He thought she was very rude. When I visit schools,

students often refer to me as Lew-tenant, and I know they've been

watching American T.V. programs.
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Perhaps I shoul&'tell yoﬁ at this point that my researéh ag
a student at the University of Toronto_waF concerned with that period
_gf United~8tatéérhistory related to the Aﬁefican Revolution. Certainly,
one of the méjor differences between:people north.and south of that
continent-wide border is that the ﬁistéry of those soﬁth of us is rooted
in revolution, whilerours has been a history of evblutioh.-.l'supposé
we Qanadianéﬂcaﬁ'lay claim to a less volatile, ﬁon—;onfrdntétidﬁ
national personality.

Pgd;ie'who have come from other countries of the World,-.
particularlj since Werld Waf 11, and wﬁo ha&g become Canadians by
choice, understand this fact of life perhaps more than those of us
who are native-born Canadians. People who have, by adop;ion,
embraced Canada as the land of yheir citizenship, fo me apd to out
country bring a priéelgss ingredien;? if we can recognize it as such.

"I say this becauserl'haﬁe nbficed particularly during the.
months that ; have been Lie;ﬁenantiéo;ernor of Ontario that people
- of European backgrounds;.fFom other,cqifures and ethnic groups, are
proud to be Canadiaﬁ first ~ but also proud to retain their cultural

heritages.

This is one difference perhaps between people who have ‘come
here to live and work and people who have gone to the United Stétés
to live and work. There is a total ;ssimilation into American culture’
and society. I am not saying that we, in developing that which is
a multi-cultural society have something more desirable or less desirable.

However, I suspect that we gain immeasurably as Canadians in



recognizing, understanding and cherishing the backgrounds of the
people that make up our country because they have come from all over
the world.. Remember too, just about all of us, if we go far enough

back in history, were immigrants to this country.

As an observer‘and‘as a student of Canada, I find it
fascinating, but soﬁetimes disturbing, to see the great emphaéis
plage@jbn our regional differences — one area of the country compared ’
to apothgf.._We’canftiall'be in théfsamé moid. Why ié it ﬁhat people,
we'll say, in the Atlantic provinces appear to resent Ontario
citizens and some of those_bf o?her provin;es? Why is it that we
_in Ontario seem sometimes inclined to look with a jaquiced,eye on
Péople WhoAlive:in Alberta because of prosperity; call it what you
Wiil, which has come bf the ac?idept of their environment? Why is it
that mouﬁtéiﬁs seem éb acfras a barriéf fﬁf undefétanding among
people in the Eastiand people on the;fécific coast? I doﬁ't:know the

answers, but I do know that T am disturbed,increasingly so, by these

regional rivalries. They are negative and debilitating. They are

soul destroying. - In short, they are not good for us as Canadians.’

By the same tokén, the rivalries between the two founding
cultures in Canada —~ English and French — seem to me to have the seeds

of destruction in them and are not for the good of the country.

Regrettably, to-day through the world we seem to be prone

to conflict, dissension and misunderstanding. I have noticed, however,
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that the pendulum seems £o be moving the other waf just a bit,
'People; bo;h young and old, are returning to the time-proven verities
of truth, honesﬁy and integrity. This meéns to me that people'hre
attempting to returm to a more simple‘basic-set of values, Basic
trust in one another after all should be part of the Reality of

being a Canadian.- My thimism is due tonthe fact that I have had the
privilege, as Lieutenant-Governor, of visiting many of our smalléf
communities. My husband and myself have beep.gtruck by the very

reai pride that these people have in geing Canadian, and, their

sense of community with their fellow citizens.,

-

May I turn to aqpthef.Point? Canadians, if they are
realistic, recognize that they have g-form of government quite
different from any otﬂe; country in the world - in other words, a
Queen, as sqvergigﬂ; who is ;epreéemted by the Governor General and

ten Lieutenant-Governors.

Canadians sﬁeak of dechrady'as a—system of responsible

government which involves a partnership of Crown and Parliament. -

e

What, ﬁheﬂ,_is the Crbwn,'énd how does it function as an institution of

democratic government in Canada?

fhe Crown is the supreme executive power of the state.
It ié not the sovereign. It is an executive power — that is a power
concerned with safeguarding the laws and implementing their provisions,
as well as-devisipg peolicy and supervising its execution. The Crown

is therefore a means of meeting a difficulty, so evident in history
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shouldn't undgrestimate.something that works". He continued: "It

is not an organizationm, . It 1is not established by charter., Its ideal

is more a romanfic one. It depends on what:you put into it,"
Interesfingly eﬂough, he ech;ed g poinq.I made when I was

named Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario when he said : "Ceremony and

ritual are important because they add colour to men's lives in a

rather drab world".

Everyone, every place, wishes_to do fthe correct thing";'
so that the ritual'attendént on the %isit of. a Governor. General or
Lieuténant~Governor goés smoothiy. Maqy years ago, wheg I was the
President of the Dominion Dfama Festival, and on the other side of
the fencg, S0 ﬁplspeak, Governor General Vincent Massé§ was gomigg
_ fof tﬁé final performance and a diﬁnér was arranged ,in his honour
prior to the play. - SO'maﬁy tﬁings_wgnt'wropg in advance with the
placing oﬁ peoplg'at‘thé héad tgble tﬁag i;'reélly bécame a joke. I
knew by the twinkle in Mr. Massey'éteyes that he had heard about all
the changes;- therefore when it_wé; copvéniéqf during dinner T said
to him, "You know, Your Excelienc?, everyone wants to do the correct:

thing and there are always conflicting ideas about just what is the

correct thing. Don't you think it would be wise if a book or pamphlet

could be prepared?” His reply was "Oh, Mrs. McGibbon, life would ba

so dull!"™ Now I know he was right. Flexibility for a Governor General

or a Lieutenant-Governor is essential and contributes immensely to the

interest of the position.



As T iéok at the past and presenE role of a Lieutenant-
Governor, T am convi;ced that it relates to undefiﬁable ties strengthened
by traditionm, which'dq not make our form of democracy any less strong.
Events in other coﬁntriés have caused even some who were apti—ro&alists
in Canada to change their minds and have. strengthened infel;gétual
and emotional appreciation of those commifted to our constitutional’

democracy. - i ' S

Incidentaily, on the subjgc? of human relatidns, no one should
také the position of Lieutenant-Governor unless he or she enjoys
meetiﬂg people.’ qutunately,jI react to people as to a sﬁimuiant; in
my view thisvié one of the maip functions of this positibn — to meet
pédplg and Wheré possible to give them encouragement in their work
on behalf of Ont;rio and Canada. As i'said'whep I was installed in
the qffiée in 1974,'“The imperafive to"avéid'golitical pgsitions does
not preélude one from‘é;eating an impfession and an‘atﬁogphere ~ even

colour and pageantry — that all countries need to-day to brighten qﬁr

world."

As_Lieutenant—Governor for the Province of Ontario, and
representative of Her Majesty, The Queen, I serve in a dual capacity;
first, as the reprgsentative of the sovereign for all purposes of
provincial government, and second, as a federal officer in respect
of the discharge of certain of the sovéfeign's functibns.' During
his or her term in office (and as you know, I am the first "her' in

the Commonwealth) a Lieutenant—-Governor is expected to visit as



many places in a pro;iﬁce as possib1e. - This is only natural, because
even in ?his dgy and aée, thg symbolic_meaning of the office is
important and a‘Lieutenant—Governor hﬁlds ah'obligation to serve a
province and its people to tﬁe utmost of ability and talent. As
Lieutépant—Governors have been for couﬁtless years Canadia;\born,
that, too; is par; of thé Reality of—being a Canadian. WNeed I reminq
you, too;_that since the year the Right Honourable Vincent M;ssey was
) appﬁinted Govern0r Ceneral, our Governor Generals - Vanler, Michener.
and Léger, all &istiméuisbed Canadians, have been born and bred - .

and educated in Canada.

In conclusion, surely more of us should be stepping back
and looking at ourselves as individuals, as business people, as part .
of a community, as part of a province, as part of a nation and asking

ourselves questions — Who are we? What are we doing? Where are we
. . - - ) ™ .

goiﬁg? Wﬁy do we hold certain attitudes, prejudices ' if you will?

With aﬁswers;'ﬁe can deCiéé individually that part of the
reality of being a Canadian is_recognitién ~ above all else - that we
are the'mqs? fortunate of people in spitg of seﬁ—backs occaéioned by
the inflation spiral and'bﬁhef factors which afe part of our daily
life. The fact that we are striVing’énd searching for some solutions
toc our ecopomic, political and cultural problems is a helpful an&
positive sign. Above all else, each of us wherever and whenever we
can, has an obligétion to express views and convictions on those matters
which are our concern. Fortunately, we still live in a country that
enables us to express what we feel and what we believe -~ and we must

never give up this privilege. This is part of the Reality of being

a Canadian,
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Part of the Reality of being a Canadian woman to-day is to
realize that in Internmational Women's Year plus~one,.we are making
progress‘slowly Eut surely. More women aré_filling middle and upper.
management positions. Evidence of this is found on the business pages

of our newspapers. and in trade and bu51ness publications. But in

\

common with women in the Unirted. States, we are certainly not on a par
with women in England and “~some other more enllghtened c0untries.

For a few momenté, T ﬁave_;hared with you some of”my thoughts.
I perhaps-haven't.grought'something‘new to you, something startling,.
‘somethlng newsworthy - if you will., My purpose, you see&, has had only
one objective and tha; is to start each of us .thinking on thls
subject,-recogﬁiziﬁg always_that'wg have much for'which:to be thénkfulA
and recognizing that it is within our power td;make'oqr community,
our prpyince,'our Canada everything we want Erovided_we beliéve_ehough
) and'have'convictiohs‘that we are fight! ' ..

Viﬁcent'Massey after hispservice to Canada as High Commissioner

in the Unlted Klmgdom from 1935 to 1946 and before he became our first

Canadlan Governor General wrote in a beautlful llttle book entitled

>
“On Being a Canadian" that our young Canadians have been given a
formidable list of virtﬁe;. He said, "o are fortunate in Canada

beyond our reckoning in our natural treasure; in our place on the great
air highways of the globe and in our neighbourhood in America; in our !
links with the'pther British States; above all, fortunate in the skill
and chargﬁter of a people who can rise tﬁ any challenge." But there is |

one thing essential to these advantages he said, "and this is faith in

ourselves. Without it, something will always be missing from the list.” i




