THls  GLORICUS QUEST
- (Speech before the Canada Club, January 13, 1969)

Introduction: [n dibbon's Risz and Fall of the Romsn

MESATITEURS sl ofaetagaaean reees  ttesbs e ierewas

mmpire there

is painted a clesr picture of a sreiat civilization cruwabline av its
foundationg., [t was not the first enpire to fall into a frizhtening

threatening pattern of excessive military adventures, stranzling tas tation,

[

nd,

i~

increased covruption, idleness and imorality - inally, a loss of
national purpose, Before it canme Egypt and Greece., Several others have

followad,

And now it seeuns the threat of national disine cegration has come to the
Wastern iemisphers. The parallels arve unmistakably there, Vietnam, a

10% surtaz and a 74 bank loan interest rate, inflation, civil discbadience
and race conflict, malfeasance in 6ffice in high places, and a collective
lethargy and pessiwiem that achieves pathologic proportions, The spirit
of adventure and excitement is waning. <Cur youpr people with no le;it i
mate challenge to personal fulfillment within an overstuffed economy,
search frantically for purpose and meaning - and find mostly deep

disillusionment and narcolized nothingneass,

Are we powerless spectators of our own inevitable decline and fall?
Are unseen forces of repititious history leading us inexorably down %o
econonic, political, militery and moral ruin? Is it foolhardy to dream of

a Camzlot and hope that that Utopia can be personally preserved?

#hat have other emvires lacked rhat dictated their doom? What can we do
today to see our countries through transitions - transitions not from
plenty to mothingness, but fronm slory to glory?

I am convirced that there is available to us now a source of enthusiasne,

@ sense of purpose and a profound knowing that will result in a perpetruation
of the geod and appropriate aspocts of our lives today, 1f we can find
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together the 2nswers to the riddles of history thsn we con embar

truly gloriocus quest Cur adventure can challenge the excitenen
space exploration, [Me grandeur of our nevw world can rival the

brilliance of the greatest galany,

L.

Are things really so bad? Ayxen't you being ovaerly melodramatic?

h

factozs today make you fear an impending Roman tragedy?

There is in our world today & revolution taking place that is the

Important in history. It is the revolution of rising expectatio

People, sick, poor, illiterate and hopeless, are tsking the prer

.

of the last resort, using force, risking dying with a bullet in

chaest rether than ses their chi lOLLﬁ die with hoolkirorm in their

k on a

What

MOST
ne.,
ogzative
their

intestines,

Chen Wing Ch=ong is unemployed, His wife is an amah for a Hone Kong

bank menager. Two of his children 2re still in Red China. fHis
addiction only numbs his growing hunger and torment. Chen is i

reveolution,

Tran Van Lu hed his form burned by the Viet Cong last week., Two
ago his last remiining son was recruited for war by Saigon offic
“hiis wlfe has severe malaria and is treated by & sorcerer with wa

buffalo dung smeared over her body. iHe has no real hope for ad

»-|

medical ceére, seeds, sons or tomorrow, Tran is ripe for revolut

Fedro Ramosg, his wife and his seven children live in Tijuana, sie

tie makes lesg than $15.00 per week, His wife is pregznant and una

work, He now considers lettimg his dzughter becoms & prostitute.

is wipe for revolution,

Josh Combs lives with his anemic, illiterate wife and five wmalno

opium

pe for

months
aors.,

ter

eguate

ion.

xico,
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Pedro
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worm-infested children in & rate-infested shack in Appalachia, USA,

The coal is gone and so is his job and the ¥big company®. The railroad
spur tracks were taken up threes months ago and with them the last hope
for something. lie and his family survive on food stamps when he can

aiford to buy them., Josh is ripa for vevolution.

10,000 children died in the past twenty-four hours, according to UNLCEF,
not with tuberculosis, cholera, oy plague, but with starvation. [ will

never forget the first plcture of a starving child 1 saw, 1t was on the

(1}

front page of our local paper in the hills of Eastern Kentucky where 1

born and raised. A four year old Chinese girl sat crying beside her

Ff}

Was

mother's body who had just been killed by an exploding Japanese bomh,

(Thig way in 1939-40 during the Chinese-Japanese war) Tears streaned down
her face. As pathatic as was the piclture, the thing that most attracted

my attention was her peculiarly distended abdomen, She looked like I
felt when the fried chicken was extrz good.  But the caption read that
she, like thousands of Chinese children then, was starving to death. It
didntt make sense. 1 took the paper into the kitchen where my mother
was preparing the evening meal. ‘'eom, look at this, This little girl

looks like she's stuffed full of food but it says here she's starving to

=t

dzath'., dother couldnit explain it either. For vears 1 wondeved -

Theinn, in my first year of medical school I took a class called "Physiology®

Une

e
0]

spent & wesk at Zmory University studying malnutrition states

N . T L]

of these dsavs we discussed swashiorkor's syndroae, 1t rnust be the nost

God-forsaken clinical entity lnmown o the wedicsl profession, Hollow-eved,

s the classical picture of the

e

emaciated, pale end pot-bellied, it

mtarving child,

Do you know why 2 child that dossn't eat enough develops a peculiarly

W

distendad abdomen? A child that deesn't get enocush food to eat soon b

[y

&
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to do a very intevesting thing.

learnad Figsl

?-'m

example, 1 that the source

o
b=

emergencics 13 in the liver in the form o

Sufl you can imagine that a skinny,

in a divg~floored, rat-infested hovel has

It begins

pale ¢hild bormn

Glorious

c to fecod on its own body! For

of stored food material for such

f glvecegen, oy pglucose, or sugar.
of & malnourished mother

precious little sugar for such

a2 stressful predicament., Frighteningly quickly, the body automatically
turng to the second source of stored food material. This, 1 learned, is

nthe form of adipose, or fat, that which

What Llittle fat is in their bodies is quickly broken down biochemically,
converted into a sugar-like material and sent hurriedly to the genewal body
metabolism. This keeps the vital centers alive, the brain, the heart and
the livew itself.

when this ig gone, in desperation the bodv turns its attention to the final
deposit of food. LIt is the protein warchouse, the muscle tissue, Slovly
but surely the musclesof the arms, the legs, even the muscles that hold the
eyes in their proper place, the muscles of the chest wall, and the muscles
of the anteriocr abdominel wall are brokan down, coaverted into sugar and
sent teo keep the child alive until the very end.

So, at the terminzl stages of this dreaded condition there is literally
nothine more than the tissue paper thin lining of the abhdoninal cévity we
call the peritoneum and the skin of the atderinal vell itsell te hcle &li

¢ e Julsing intestinal contents in place

The naxt time yvou s2e pictured a pot-bellied, hollow-eyed, emaciated lbo,
rontaznard or Iindian child, do not be misled. That child is not stuffed ful
of food, it has stayed alive only because it has deviured most of its oun
body.

inie is whar the Vietnam Jar is all about, fathers and mothers of potwbellie

many of us have in some abundance.
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children who, although they work thirteen or fourteen hours in the rice
fields can still not grov enough food to last through the non-growing
season, Lf [ had to live like that, 23 the father cf our children who 1
deanrly love, and 1f 1 did my very best and still had to leok daily into
their hollow eves, and Lf somebody offerced me & gun and told me excitedly
about @ vigorous movement, a drive to drive out the neocoloniealists, I

Platoon,

[

think I might be fighting today with & Viet Con

And as for paace in Vietnam., Flease do not make the mistalke in thinking

A

that there will be peace in Vietnam when a negotiatdd gsettlemenit in Paris

is wesched, oy even when the fiszhting stops. Peace, real peace, i

w
2
)
[o]
o7

simply the absence of killing. Cenuine peace comes only when a man can

[#4)

work and produce enough to care for his own. With this as a hetter definiti

1 e

on of "peace" [ can say thet we in the United States have many pesople who

know no psace. 1 can imapgine that you have some ln Canada,

11,
lLast year my country s govermment spent nearly 530,000,000,000 in Vietnam.
Wa could have made the Vietnamese the rhird richest natien in the world if

ad given the same amount to each of its psople, $2,000 for every man,

5
W
=

woman and child, 1t cost us $263,000 to kill each enemy soldier, Clezxly

we didn't get our monev'!s worth.
Sone say we are winning the war, It 1s a moeot gquesition, It even if we

are winning the war, we are losing the pesople., We spsntonly #320,000,000
to help the poople solve the very same problems thoet gave rise to this Sa-

2 1

cond Indochina war, He failed in large part beca2use we troated the

-

Pacificttion program like a red-hecded, freckle-faced gtepchild., Ve put

most all of cur emphasis on Ysearch and desivoy!” missions, on bombings
and heavy weapons deployment. Somsons counvinced the VWashinaton

administration that Vietnzw's problasws could bzsit be mat with forow,



Pame 6 « lhis Glorious Quest
lt¥s as though plysicians were treating a "patient’ who had been ewan nd

SLon was mide

e

ed superficially and a diegnosis of "canecep! given., A dec
to tweat the patient with cobalt radiztion and radical surgery., About
this time some other doctovs examined the szme patient and discovered
the bloody sputum and chestc- Z-ray shadows readily indiceated tuberculosisz,
the treatment of choice, not so dramatic or expensive, dailyv, painstai-

dozes of intramiscular streptomycin, oral FAS and isoniazid.

b )
g5

We in Project Concern, working in the remote mountazing of the Central
Highlands, have built a 40 bed hospital in an abandoned Special [Forces
Camp, At Dacipao, 150 miles NE of Saigon, we have developed a& six-month
Village medical Assistance troining program and & networlk of 12 villase
health stations, We have an international, multiracial and intoererelie
gious staff from Ll countries. vz epand less than $8,000 per mo. on oup
entire work there and every cent from private sources., A second 40-bead
nospital twenty-five miles away is now under construction in a rafugee
villaze of 50,000 pzople with no euxist ing madical care whatsoever,

1

Sorcerers there continue o cut the umbilical cords of newborn bables with

sharp pieces of dirty bamboo FR557d sticks - and & few dava larer the

babies; as a vesult, frequently die with teranus of the newborn.

We ave & small proguam in one tiny area of one of 44 provinces, But

-

in 4% yezrs wa have exsmined The patient very carefully. We nov helieve
that with cnowgh doctors, teachzrs, agriculturalists, civil enginesrs
and sanitationists we could rapidly bulld Vietnam into 2 self-cufficient

econonically sound nation. We believe that with encugh '"nation-builders?

w

recroited from all over the vorld, we could offer Vietnam an alternaiive
to collectivism and imperialism. With securs ity provided by western tocons

on @ steictly defencive position, I am now convinced we can WAKD panee
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Iil,
Felix Green writing in The Othe

o Ride of the says that we don't ger

axcited anymore, that we westerners stand on the sidelines and geoff ar
the enthusinstic and dedicated communiscts who build, study and dream

of enough,

Our counterparts are on fire, the fire of revolution and world domina.
I 5

tion., When I see the relative letharzy, the unconcern and smug satisfac.
tion of our pegople, I wonder whose way will prove superior, who better

3

understands mankind and his particular needs, L am still convincoed that

we of the western democracies have sowmething intelligible, practical and

timely to say te the poor and disadvanteged of the world., But it must

be now, it mast be enthus tic, and 1t must be directed to their real
naeds, What can we do?
10 Every Anmeprican and Canadian fanily that can afford to deso should

adopt or sponsor & child or family somewhere in the Yhave not" areas of

s
’—-‘
P
o]
U]

the world. This costs from 350 to $150 for a year and usually
for exchanges of plectures and letters., Such organizations as Froject
Concesrn, Fester Parents Plan, Christian Childroen Fo fion and Save
the Children Tung has such pro,tumu, mation wide campaigns Should be
initiatad now to involve parsonally as many Individuals and femilies as

possiblsa,

2} A moratovium should be declared on all new church construct
The saticnal Liber .LiOﬂ Front no longer conzidars the Christian Church as

a vorthy advasyrsary. The role of the Frorestant Church in Vietnam, rela-

tive to its potertL" , 1s infinitessgimally small. There must be an

imnediate recopnition of the emergency whilch sxists, a yeadjustaont of
priovitiss &nd a churcnewide campaign to scnd wmillions of dollars and

thousands of dedicated pesace workers into the troubled areas of the worla
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3) Politvieal pressure shoudd be brought ©o bear on roesponsible goveriua-
throuph existing and lawful channels by individual citizens and organiza.
tions. We must persuade elected officials in high places that there is
an Llternative to war. We nust encourage a much grester investment in
government ,civilian programs rnot unlike Project Concern, the Peace Corps,
the Agency for Intesnational Development, I em not advocating a with-
dreawal of awmerican and other Allied troops from Vietnan, Lam suggestin-
the edventazes of a strictly defensive posturs, using our military misht

theve primerily to provide ssourity in the rural areas for technicizns

vho can then more effectively and rapidly help these people become self-

.

- L 4o s e - RO C Fry 3 o, - peY P
dient in other successful world powsrs is comprssion
a mesult the worldfs poor evanoually exerted such forcoes

htiest dewm, 18 we now docide o utilize some of our

great and abundant resources to help thes to achieve enough, then ours can

be a truly glorious quest,

ihe world has become too small for anything less thrn brotherhood,

Life has bacose too precious for enythine less than pasca. wsan -
havea bacons too critical for anvthing less thzn love,

ihe oaly wav te 18 Lo neel 1t on Ars o' Leros, ag it
raally is, Tthe realities recd do nothirz more ov .

LT you wviant to really come alive, find someone who neads you, who really
needs 3ust vou. Perhaps until we do 8¢, wa do not really know whet it is

Com
Lo 0N
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