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(November 6th, 1916.)

The Economic Conference at Paris
By Sir Grorer B, Foster, K.C.M.G., Ph.D., LL.D.*
A‘T a regular luncheon of the Club, held on the 6th Noven

ber, Sir George E. Foster said: _
My, President and Gentlemen,—In the first place, before

A

beginning my talk, I wish to associate myself very strongly and

emphatically with the sentiment expressed by your Chairman,
(Mr. W. G. Watson). He put it in a way which appeals—
that those who remain behind have something to do for those
who have gone to the front; they have also something to do
in the place of those who have gone. Some will never come
back, but others will come back and will ask how we have
“ocarried on’ in their absence. These men will ask, if we are
not able to engage in actual warfare, whether we have been
sufficiently alive to the claims that peace times have upon us
and have been keeping in order what they left, and putting
it into the best shape to be available when they return. If
the Chairman has no patent right on that expression of his
thought, I shall proceed to emphasise it in other places.

Now I am afraid that after the illustrious gentlemen who
have addressed you heretofore, and the great interest of the
stubjects on which they have spoken my task is of a rather
drab and sober hue, for there will be nothing sensational
and not very much that is sentimental in my remarks to-day.
It seemed to me, however, that a commercial community, a
business community, a reading community, might be intetested
in a sketch of the Allied Fconomic Conference which as-
sembled in Paris in the second week of June, this year, not
that I expect to add very much to your intrinsic knowledge,
but rather to brush up by way of personal narrative, your
memories of what no doubt you all read about at the time,
and may be to enphasise a few facts as to its significance.

It was called the Economic Conference of the Allies and
it was conditioned upon events and a history which runs far
back, Tt is very seldom that any event of a broad nature,

#8ir George E, Foster, Minister of Trade and Commerce, stands in
the first rank of Canadian orators, His address on “The Economic
Conference in Paris” is a model of lucidity, picturesqueness and elo-
guence, ’
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- hike that T am chropicling to-day, emerges, which has not its
Zloots deep grafted in a time more or less removed from the
ate of its actual occurrence. And the man who tries to
_g{(plgm it by taking a restricted purview generally fails in
is explanation ; he -must. go far and dig down deeply if “he
will thoroughly undetstand the origin and meaniﬁy f
ga}hei'mg like that at Paris. ' 5
think no one, without such study, will proper ;
stand, this war, the reason why it iz’ being Pw(;%ilciy vl\lrgdelit
should not end until it has ended the evil it set itself agaiJ:rlst
and. why we should be very careful about peace terms
anld the conclusions to be reached after the war. We
?ﬁgstE go back forty or fifty years to find the basic reason for
! ccinomm Conference.at Paris. T think, to understand
the war, how and when it should end, and the conditions
upon which it should end, we must go back and look upon tHi
gigantic world contest as not simply being now waged on lanc?
and sea by force of -arms, but as having for a long period of
yiaars ‘been in process in a quieter way and along a different
%)ane a121d we must agree upon two facts: That the contest
'Sf wage for the economic dominancy, first of Furope and
a_terwa‘rds of the world; and the other, that this idea of
economic dominancy is now being pushed v et armis to
mcj{ehsalﬁedy ?nd more effectual political hegemony. i
half centur ia’ i i
yjogh S 6 st emreed, g o poey o
: ‘mai
, ﬁte?}zards to strengthen her position war was wagecll ag:ilifssé
ustria and against Denmark. Then in 1870 came the first
g1.,ei1t act in the play for supremacy in the war against France
}VIF] its rapid conclusion, its tremendous significance and its
fax‘—re,achmg effects. That was along the line of war by the
ﬁmfe ofh arms on the theory of “Blood and Iron” applied
O;sEf;or the German States, later to various neighboring nations
World at lrge. Dt Trom 1879 s nmed e 0 the
world at large. tfr and onward, there wa i
?n a unique campaign, a most ingenious and thorougsh(l:;'lrg;esc}
ei?i;igifﬁél éiwl_zupolf' tpr?cceidure by the Germans, aiming at the
mic and political dominancy of Furope, and aft d
of the .world along the line of what we e “peacetal
ggfeﬁr?‘ﬁ]ont.;. Itfwould take too Iong“;brmri)é (t:gnattggfgsf?c}
orth this afternoon the story of i i
system of national education desi)gr;ned ;};ata n;?ifirrli?ngplmtls
fﬁtﬁzﬁ ctlc?r?q e(}gcaﬁman mind with the idea that the Germanywag
. ¢ super-man, his nation th -nati i
culture the regnant all prevailing world culfuts'gpe&‘gat"tlll?;,erlllf
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the home, the school, the college and university were to bend
1l their moulding, directive-and teaching force, to this end.-the
press, the magazine, the pulpit and the lecture halls were to.
focus all their persuasive powers, and the fotces of legislation
and administration were deployed from the limited sphere of
the lowly peasant to the powerful circles of the high nobility
and the Kaiser War Lord. : '
Coircident with and consequent upon this tireless pervasive
education and preparation at home the nearer zones of the
neighboring small states were invaded by the guiet methods
of. peaceful penetration. CGerman travellers and tourists fre-
quented railways and steamboats, filled hotels and watering-
places; German clerks offered service free to husiness houses
and banking firms, and possessed themselves of their secrets;
(ierman Dbrokers and financiers formed partuerships and
controlled ventures; Geérman spies - swarnred in  public

“places and German diplomats besieged the courts. This

invasion proceeded through Belgium and Tlolland and
Switzerland, spread gradually along the Scandinavian front,
fairly engulfed Italy and Western Russia, passed through the
Ralkans to Constantinople and beyond, set up headquarters
in London and Paris, whence it radiated in all directions. It
crossed the seas on palatial steamers and resumed its march
in South America, planted its millions of trusty comrades in
the United States and entrenched its forces in. Australasia and
Africa. Progress was rapid, sticcess was striking, German
wares and- German representatives were everywhere, her
treaties bound the weaker nations and her espionage encircled
the world. She mapped out the countries to be ultimately
conquered, tabulated their resources and photographed their
defences. IHer excellent system of scholastic and scientific
training, its unrivalled chemical equipment and its perfect and
meticulous organization, attracted students from all countries
whom it sent back to their distant homes as preachers of the
new Cerman evangel of system, scientific knowledge and
cool and caleulated thoroughness. Had she restrained -her
over-vaulting ambitions for quick and spectacular conquest
by force of arms, and pursued for another quarter of a century
the victorious march of peaceful penetration, the. world might
have waked up too late to make successful resistance to her
claims to universal headship. . :

The ultimatum of Wilhelm on August 2nd broke the spell,
roused the fascinated bird to the- peril of the forked tongue
and superb ruffled scales, but it has taken two yeats of terrible
war to fully reveal the menace and intent of the soft-paced,

pegce—beﬂagged world enemy.
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It was on the revealed evidence of this long peac
ngngt?lefcinrtecctmongc and political domination a%ldp aak(zlftl)lvlvlz?:ilge
‘intent and pur i
of the inte based.p pose thereof that the Kconomic Con-

If you read the preamble to the agreement reached by the
Economic Conference you will find two statements made;
first, the allegation made—and it is absolutely true—on the
part of the Allies that theirs is not an offensive war but is
a wat of defence; that jt was pressed upon the Allies and that
the challenge had to be taken up and met, or the Allied Powers
must submit to an intolerable German dominancy; the second
that along with the challenge to arms now bein;g fought on
land and sea, there was also a challenge to economic war and
dominancy as well; and the object of the Economic Conference
was to prepare in peaceful times to defend the Allies against
unfair economic conquest by the Teutons, as by the union
of the Allies on the fields of war on sea and on land they
are now protecting themselves from political conquest.: The
g‘irgdmdtis’ of the ;Vl;)rldl-lwide warfare were both of them in

—the one me allianc 'ms
alliance of economic zesdurcez.()f e —the other to be met by

So the Allies’ Conference in Paris was brought about and
_there, dqrmg the second week of June; it met. T attended that
Econom;c Conference as one of the four representatives of
the British Gov.ernment. It was, as [ said before, a gathering
unique in the history of the world, an occurrence which three
years ago would have been supposed impossible in Europe
or in the world. It was a meeting of eight great nations
of the world, eight nations whose populations, outside of
India and the dependencies of the British Empire, amounted
in all to about 318,000,000 people; or, if you take in the de-
pendencies and trusts of the British Empire and the Over-
seas Dominions, they comprise pretty nearly half the popu-
lation of the world. That great combination of human units

 that equally imposing array of nationalities, met, conferred and
cal;]e to their conclusions at that Conference,

let me try, if I can, to give you just one br
atmosphere that pervaded it.g Thgse ef]ght Allie(llj 11%?303: 1::1;13
been in the death grapple of arms for more than two years
already; they had from a congeries of separated nations
through common ideals, common purposes and motives 50
overcome their divergencies of geography, of administration
of race, and of political methods, that at the time this Confer-
ence met, those eight different nations had become so closel
united that they moved on the thousands of miles of ccm]E
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tested fronts as though one people and under one strategic
management. B )

For nearly two years this gigantic struggle had been pro-
ceeding and at the time the Conference met, there was a
strained tenseness in the atmosphere, greater perhaps than
at any other time during the war. France and her legions
were holding the great part of the long lines in France and
Flanders, and it was then the fifth month of that unprecedent-
ed heroic, successful, defence of the approach to V(?rdun.
For five terrible months, an enemy, ~perfectly equipped,
ruthless in all its methods, determined to the point of
absolute death in gaining its objective, had been haittering
this line of French defences. At that particular time, though
Hope always whispered encouragement, there was the tensest
kind of feeling, there was deep down the growing apprebension
that some time, by some unhappy fortune, human endurance
might reach its limit, those defences might crumple, and France
might lie at the mercy of its enemy.

Up to that time Great Britain had done little more in France
than to throw in her small heroic band of 125,000 perfectly
trained soldiers, who performed their saving work on the
Marne and at Yptres, and held the lines in Flanders, but not
yet had the great British power been able fo exercise its full
strength or to make the force of its growing armies felt.
Up to that time Britain had been preparing in her busy work-
shops and on her tented fields, an army which some place,
somewhere, sometime, would take its full part on equal terms
against the common foe and, relieve its gallant Ally, But
up to that time the big battalions had not crossed, the
Big Push had not commenced, and the worn and weary

- veterans of France were bearing the brunt of the attack

at Verdun and elsewhere. A little before, a great dis-
aster had robbed the Empire of its greatest war figure
—the Tmperial Kitchener—and even yet the despondent
shadows of Callipoli and the Tigris hung upon the East-
ern horizon. The conditions combined to create an at-
mosphere of intense feeling, and as we sat and worked around
the tables in that Conference in Paris the air was vibrant with
expectancy and thrilling interest. 7

Under these circumstances picture to yourselves the great
hall of the Foreign Ministry in which were gathered the
representatives of half the world. At the head of the table
sat the représentatives of France, at the right were those of

pattered Belgium, of Great Britain and of Italy; on the left

side, the one and sole representative of conquered Serbia,
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and the representatives ‘in order of Rusgsia, Portugal and
Japan. Fignre this historic scene to yourselves, give. wings
to your imagination for a moment and-sweep in swift course
‘the centuries of time. ‘There sat Japan, with traditions and
history reaching away back into the dim mists of thousands
of years, Japan, the old realm -of the . Shoguns; transformed
into ‘2 modern power, moving side by side in impulse and
alliance with the great nations of the West. Russia, an empire
of one hundred and seventy-five million people, inhabiting
onec-seventh of the world’s territory, with races and creeds
innumerahle, ‘and ideals different in many respects—there sat
Russian representatives, voicing all-Russia was in the past, all
she was fighting for in the present and all she hoped to be
in the future. As your eye takes the picture ‘and your imagin-
ation is given free rein, you trace the evolution, behold the
struggles, catch the spirif and hear the aspirations of these
attendant nations. There was one lone Serbian, representa-
tive of a people now without a country. There were the Bel-
gians, exiles from a home now overrun and in the grasp of a
brutal conqueror. There sat the French, one-tenth of whose
country was under the heel of the enemy, and the other nine-
tenths threatened and menaced by a resourceful, cruel and
" relentless foe.  You can imagine what feeling thrilled us as
we of the young Dominions sat there—myself from Canada
and Mr. Hughes from Australia, as members of the British
delegation—-as we looked into the faces. of those old civiliza-
tions and let our minds run back far into the centuries of the
past and {follow rapidly on up to the present, and then try to
fathom the spirit, the impulse, the ideals of those oldtime
worldwide nations, and what would come out of the Economic
Conference. '

I confess, as T Iooked upon that-Conference, it seemed that
with all the diversities of interests

W agreement
upon any principles of economic and ‘commercial action with
reference to enemy powers, '

" The first two days of that week were spent by those dele

gates in calling upon and becoming acquainted with each other
because you must remember that most of these delegates had
never seen each other before, Tt was a wise management that
devoted the two full first days of the week to thig social in-
termingling and to interchange of views as to subjects of dis-

cussion. and conference, Then followed the four days of
active and official sessions,
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Now, I must hurry along allljd jtzlst givfuglfuasbl;g; t%lii?;pzlessé
- tributed as n ] !
One of the factors that con S ) yhumg s
i was its Chairmanship,
to the success of the Conference : : Chairmanship, whies
provided by the French Govermment and to
Y\Vﬂaséjlle?;;ntel, K/Iinister of Commerct;, a Pothigfil g‘r;a?tﬁeﬁigdy
o i i ' at tact, G
[ without saying—a man of grez
ﬂ:j-zreg{::r:lsd strength of will. He had intimate knowledgteogi
1;11 delegations, and it was due to his wise and i:(.)l.llj lee
management of the Conference, as mduch ai to gtwr:g;cl l,l(?gwhich’
i reached and results o y
that the conclusions were reac ] : biained which
i o nt. Much in a Confer
will afterwards become appare : o e
ind depends upon the man who g : [
:lrllztcgﬁr;se ofp discussion, and in that respect the Conference
was fortunate in the choice of M. Cl_(—:ment'el, ¢ the different
Four days were devoted to the fdlscussmré 0 tti(inie ]in ent
; iti sed before the Conference. Some
e i, : ittee worle amongst the delegates
between was given to committee _ te delegatcs
: ngst the representativ
themselves and to conference amo s 5ol
i i fer to compose difference
the different delegations, in order pose dilffe o
ini ri s which occasionally arose.
opinion and of varying views 1 asionally arosc.  But
i nd they were straightened out an > as
ELitt}(l;ie So itycame about that all the conclusions reachedl 7
and ti1ey were wide and all-embracing—were .absolu(.t)ey
unanimous conclusions, That was a great thmg.b A 11122
reason why those cenclusiens becamclunammciust vs_rasthg ise
iri i d in the long contest in
the spirit of unity develope: h the field
inspi : ference. The delegates, all throug
s I if unit s necessary in the
days in Paris, felt that if unity was ]
g:a‘(l)csie of )battle, unity was also neclesilary in the dectc::{oem;ﬁ
i eld ; if they had to give an
and commercial field ; tbat_l LR it
der to bring about unity in the field of ba e, so als
git(lls?trgive andgtake in the economic and commercial field. an}
so, as this spirit of unity prevailed, the _conclu;loﬁs were abso
t i repr the views of all.
ely unanimous and 1epl.esented W '
lutwslrmt are those conclusions? They divided themselves into
ree categories, ) _ ) .
th‘ljf‘e‘frst w%lat should be the action of the Allies while the war
was on? It was comparatively easy to come to conc%usmn.s
in that respect, because the war had been on for twq gg&ls
and the path had already been well laid out and well trodden.
‘The object was mainly to secure a greater uniformity and unani-
mity in practising by all the Allies continttously what had b(;len
practiced wholly by Britain and France and in part by ]é)t__efr
Allies before the Economic Conference was convened..1 Brief-
ly, it was agreed that while the war was on, and until it was
, . .
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finished, there should be entire prohibition of all trade ex-
changes and business transactions between the subjects and
residents of any of the Allied Powers with enemy subjects,
whether direct or indirect, through their own or other countries.
It included also the cancellation of cotitracts for trade tran-
sactions already made. It meant the control and sequestra-
tion of enemy businesses being operated in Allied Countries
under the auspices or management or control of enemy sub-
jects. And it meant also that the Allied Powers should not
allows munitions of war or supplies tending to support the war
to get into Germany or Austria or other enemy nations
by the sea ports or by transit through neutral countries.

This latter presented a problem of great difficulty and com-
plexity—to determine how much trade should be participated
in by contiguotis neutrals like Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Holland, Switzerland, and for a time by Italy and some of
the Balkan States. These countries, like huge sponges, ab-
sorbed on both sides and emitted both ways, and it was a
question of very great delicacy and complexity how Great
Britain and the Allies could act so that these cotintries should
get everything that was necessary for themselves, and that
they had been accustomed to import for themselves, and should
not get for Germany what she desired, or become purveyors
of German goods to outside countries. That question was a
most perplexing one and was managed with great tact and
fairness by Great Britain and the Allies, not of course with-
out giving some offence to neutrals, though in the main the
rights of neutrals have been studied in every possible way
and their predilections respected wherever possible, consid-
ering the absolute necessity of defending the life blood of
Great Britain and the Allies from the assaults everywhere
made upon them. :

The second category referred to the course of action that
should be taken by the Allied nations after the war ceases,
and the negotiations for peace begin—during what is usually
called the reconstruction period. For that period the con-
clusions of the Conference were along these lines. It was
agreed that the war had broken into shreds the treaties and
conventions with most favored nation clauses under which
Germany had exploited the bordering countries in such a way
as to strengthen her commercial and economic position and
weaken the economic and commercial position of those nations.
These are all waste paper now, and the conclusion of the
Allied Conference was that they should remain so during the-
period of reconstruction; that as they have been abolished

~

19161  THE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE AT PARIS 69

by the war, they shall not he renewed during the period of
reconstruction by granting any. like privileges or like con-
cessions to enemy countries. That leaves the Allied powers
a perfectly free hand to make such arrangements as they please
among themselves, without having to give to the central or
enemy nations equal privileges. 1t allows them to give such
privileges as they desire to neutral nations without granting
the same to enemy nations; it leaves them free to make any
economic, commercial, financial or transport arrangements
with each other, which may promote Allied relations and pro-
tect ‘Allied interests from the aggression of central or enemy

_ powers.

As to the duration of the period of reconstruction, no stated

limit was fixed. The period is to be determined by the .

Allies themselves and the time to be fixed by the necessities
of the case; it may be one year, or it may be two years, but
during that period no such concessions or privileges or any-
thing like them shall be granted to enemy nations.

Likewise during that period of reconstruction, whether long
or short, the Allies agree to co-operate with each other in
every possible way in conserving and mutually using the im-
portant basic resotirces of each country, first for that country
itself and then for its Allies, and shall prevent the products
of enemy countries from being dumped into Allied countries.
It would, indeed, be most unfair to allow that. Belgium, for
instance, is not only conquered, but it has been absolutely
looted, its fields wasted and its homes destroyed, its factories,
its machinery for manufacturing, its raw materials, every-
thing that could be possibly laid hands on by the Hun has
been either dismantled and carried away or, if not, has been
operated for the benefit of the Huns themselves, and now they
are deporting the workmen as well. After the war is over—
for I am venturing a prediction that as the Hun is driven back
league by league he will leave behind him little of economic
value—what has not been looted or carried away will be
destroyed by fire or sword. Then you will have a country of
seven million people, once happy, thriving and prosperous,
absolutely forced to commence anew and rebuild its homes,
its factories, its industries—everything, During that period
of reconstruction it shall not be competent for the central
powers to set their factories In motion, . their industries at
work, and overflood and supply the country they have deva-
stated. Therefore for the defence of the Allied countries in
their wasted and devastated places, this prohibition of enemy
goods shall be operative during the period of reconstruction.

During the period of reconstruction also, whatever can be
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done by the Allies themselves to provide compensatory markets
for the exchange of commercial, agricultural and industrial
products, or to give financial help and to aid each other in
the reconstruction of the Allied countries immediately dese-
crated and devastated by the war, will be done. That is, there
will be mutual co-operation, mutual advantages, mutual eco-
nomic, commercial and industrial exchanges, a systemisation
and mobilisation of common resources for the building up of
their countries. ‘I'he first call for all these things will be for
the Allies, themselves, the second for the neutrals, but for
~ the enemy there will be no call.

The third category includes the policy and action of the
Allied countries after recomstruction has been accomplished
in whole or in part, that is as to permanent relations. Fqual
agreemient on that was reached as upon the other two lines
which I have briefly designated, and the conclusions come to
were these. :

It shall be the aim of the Allies to have—and they agree
that they shall have—respect to each other’s economic situation
and each other’s materials of prime and basic value, to the
industrial products which are key products and which are of
immense importance to the country itself, that all these shall
be developed in 2 spirit of ¢o-operation and good-will with a
view towards best developing the resources and building up
the Allied countries to the point of complete independence of
the central and enemy powers, and the thorough up-building
and advancement of the Allied nations themselves in their
maritime, their agricultural, their commercial and industrial
interests. That is, in brief phrase, that most favored treatment
in good-will and co-operation shall be the rule of the Allies
with reference to each other in their permanent palicy, and
whatever is necessary to be done, whether it shall be -done b
government enterprise, or by corporate enterprise, helped by
governments, or by restrictive tariffs, keyed up to the point of

efficiency, these measures will be adopted, and when adopted, -

will be enforced to attain that full efficiency. All shall agree
© upon these principles in order to secure restlts and there shall
~be a uniform, constant, and honorable use of these different
means, one or all or any of them, as may be best suited for the
purpose.

These are the three lines, briefly and inadequately stated,

along which the Conference proceeded and with reference

to which unastimous agreement was reached in those four

days of negotiation and consideration by the delegates with
each other.
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Anyone can see what that all means. Something new ha‘s
come to the world through this war,—an aggregation of a
majority of the most powerful nations of the world, w1detl;y,
separated from each other in the ways I have,me_nthned, who
have by blood contact on the field of battle baptlse_,d_ th_elr
ideals and consecrated their oneness of purpose. Qrow_lng
out of this, coincident with and consequent upon it, there
succeeds a wider human sympathy and a more brotherly co-
operation in realiging these ideals m-t_he fi_'J_ture,_ S0 they__ shall
become strong and powerful. And, if this union continues,
as I believe it will, it will make of these nations a unity of
powers that shall absolutely prohibit the possibility of any such
war as has been lately thrust upon the world. .

A good deal has been said these days about what neutral
powers may do after this war ceases in order to hring about
terms of peace, and what may be their influence. No one
recognises more heartily than I do the influence and importance
of t%xe neutral powers, particularly that to the south of us,
which has so much in common with us in blood, in language,
in traditions, and I believe now in real sentiment. But otit-
side and béyond that, there is now guaranteed what is a
fundamental factor, in that union of widely distributed powers
which have already now for nearly three years fought side by
side along the lines of defence on the ensanguined field, which
have made costly sacrifices and braved every risk for common
ideals, and which are now united along the lines of co-operation
in economic, industrial and commercial upbuilding and pro-
gress. ‘L'here, it seems to me, you have the league of nations,
thie combination that will link the world to peace, and which,
with the hearty co-operation of progressive neutral powers,
will make it impossible in the future that any Kaiser, or any
aggregation of Kaisers, shall be able to throw the whole world
into a hell of war, which the world did not want, which _the
world hates, and from the thraldom of which this world pines
for relief and freedom. And I believe the world has made up
its mind that it is possible to police the robber nations and

" that hereafter they shall be policed.

Now, I have kept you quite long enough. One word in
conclusion. All this gas some lesson for us, as ('Iimadmns,
and members of the Imperial Commonwealth. ‘the Eco-
nomic Conference had nothing to do with the home affairs, or
the statug or constituent parts of each Allied nation, or as to
what shall be done in meeting and solving the problems of
the British Empire or the French Republic or the other

- countries that met for conference. But arising out of these

conditions there comes to us a clamant note, an impelling
6




)
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call, that the British Empire shall get together, shall recon-
struct herself, so that acting as a whole, within the great com-
munity of nations, she shall within her own borders so mobi-
lise, so systematise, so develop her resources and realise her
ideals that she shall he better able to fulfill her own great
destiny and to work more effectually with the great nations
who, with her, are struggling to win this great world war.
With the means by which this is to be brought about I will

~ not 'deal this afternoon, but we all should be thinking about
it. Every .man and woman in the British Empire should

be pondering and thinking, thinking and pondering over it.
Britain knows well and we know well that on the long-drawn
battle lines throughout the world, her efficiency and force have
been infinitely greater because the Empire has been mobilised
and acts with unity of purpose for the work of the war. And
if for the work of war it has proved of such advantage to
draw itself together, to act by common impulse, and along
common lines to defend the Empire and guarantee its se-
curity, how much more can the Empire, and how much more
is it the duty of'the Empire, to so knit itself together, by
co-operation and combination, by mutual self-help and de-
velopment, that it may be equally as powerful in advancing
the arts of peace, in giving impulse to the works of peace,
in bringing about the rich results of peace, after the troubled
years of blood and death have ended and we tread again
the paths untroubled by war’s alarms, For the works of peace
are mightier far than the works of war. We have learned
fronm the war that we are mightily more powerful when we
act together than when we act apart. Let us learn the lesson
that has been written on our hearts in the red rich blood of our
nerves and let us whole heartedly and with ali our might apply
it to the arts of peace. ‘ :




