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(Monday, August 8th, 1938)
Trade Recovery
By Rr. Hon. Sir EARLE Pagg, P.C, G.CM.G, M.B,, M.P.

On Monday, August 8th, 1938, The Canadian Club
held a special meeting, in conjunction with the Toronto

. Board of Trade, the Canadian Manufacturers Association,

the Empire Club of Canada, the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs,
in co-operation with the Australian Trade Commission.
Colonel K. R, Marshall, President of the Toronto Board of
Trade, presided.

CuarrMaN MarsmarL :—Sir Earle Page, Distinguished
Guests, Gentlemen: I shall call on the Honourable Mr.
Dewan and the ITonourable W. D. Euler to say a few words.
The Honotrable Mr Euler, Minister of Trade and Com-
merce in the Federal Government, requires no introduction.
The Honourable Mr. Euler.

HowourasrLe W. D. Euier:— Mr. Chairman, Sir
Earle Page, Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen of Toronto: Let me
say at the outset that T am not going to abuse the injunction
placed upon me, unexpectedly, that I should confine my
remarks to two and one half minutes. For that reason, I
desire merely to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your hos-
pitality in asking me to be here to meet again my old friend,
Sir Earle Page. 1 met Dr. Page (at that time) two years
ago in London, England. A year or more ago [ visited his
own great country of Australia and there had to do with
him in the negotiations for a new trade agreement with that
country which buys so much of Canada’s goods, and I wish
merely to say of him, and this is for Canadians, that it was
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owing more to Dr. Earle Page, as he was at that time, that
we concluded successfully our negotiations than to anyone
else and Canada has no better friend anywhere than the
present Minister of Commerce of the great Commonwealth
of Australia. '

I merely say in conclusion that he thinks, as I do, that
when it comes to the making of trade agreements, whether
it is between the different Commonwealths of the Empire
or with other countries, that the only basis on which agree-
ments can successfully be made is that they shall be mutn-
ally satisfactory. That is the principle on which he works,
that is the principle on which I try to work, as well.

I am very glad indeed to be here, and to extend a most
cordial welcome on behalf of the Government of Canada,
and say to you again, in conclusion, that you are especially
honoured today because this is Sir Earle Page’s birthday.

CramMax Magrsrars: — Thank you, Mr. Ealer.” T
would like to call on the Honourable Mr. Dewan, Minister
of Agriculture for the Province of Ontario to say a few
words.

HonovrasLe P. M. Dewaw:— Mr. Chairman, Sir
Earle Page, Gentlemen: It is a very happy honour that
comes to me today to extend a welcomne on behalf of the
Government of Ontatio to Sir Earle Page and I am privi-
leged to extend to you, 3ir, a hearty, a very hearty welcome
to the Province of Ontario. I know we are all going to
benefit by the visit of Sir Earle Page to this Province. We
cannot {ail to benefit from the visits of members of the
Empire who have had the long and valued experience in
public life that Sir Earle Page has had. This country and
“yours has many things in common. We have history that
is common, though it is true, I believe, that they refer tQ
this Continent as the Continent that has never known a war.
We haven't had that happy privilege, though we have had
peace for many, many years. 1 notice they have had a
little internal war, deciding where the Capitol should be

located. We had a similar one, but some years before you
had yours in Australia.
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We have many things in common, particularly with re-
gard to trade matters and T am sure he feels very happy, as
all of us do here in this Dominion and in this Province of
Ontario, because we are interested in finding a market for
our natural products, at the statement made not many days
ago by the Prime Minister of Great Britain when_ he said
it would be folly on the part of the United Kiné’dom to
attempt to attain to self sufficiency in the production of
food products, that it would be akin to crippling trade with
Empire countries and curtailing trade in other foreign
matkets where other manufacturers must find a sale for
their products and goods.

1 would like to say more but I, too, was given two
minutes and a half. I am going to have the happy privi-
lege during the remainder of the day of visiting the Ontario
Agricultural College in company with Sir Farle Page. It
was very gratifying to me to learn that he was interested
in a visit to that institution and Ijthope that he an Lady
Page will return to their native country with happy memo-
ries of this visit to the Province of Ontario. '

CrARMAN MarsaaLL —I am going to call on our own
Mayor for a few words. His Worship, Mayor Day.

Mavor Day:—Mr, President, Honourable Sirs, Gentle-
men: T have the honour, on behalf of all my fellow citizens
to greet our guest of honour today. I am sure we are very’
very happy indeed that he has found time to come and e
with us today. We are extremely glad to see so many from
other parts of our own Empire with us today.

Iam 1{1te're_sted, as we all are, in the beunefit of our own
people, primarily, and on behalf of Canadians, as well as

- people of the rest of the Empire, we have here with us to-

day, and it is my pleasure i i :
Bt 2 ¥ p to introduce him to you, Mr.,

Me. F. Hanprey Page:—Mr, Chairman, Gentlemen:
We are he;re to entertain somebody who seems to me to have
an exceedingly good kind of surname and to me it is par-
ticularly pleasant to be able to welcome somebody who is a
namesake of my own, particularly on his birthday.

We, in Great Britain, are also very fortunate in having
had a visit from Sir Earle Page. (Wonderful how that
name sounds to me when I repeat it.) We have been able
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to set in being the Empire Air Mail, the negotiations of
which he played a part in between the Old Country and
Agstralia. And now, very shortly, we are going to set 11
being a mail service between Canada and Great Britain and
1 feel very pleased and very honoured to meet on the soil
of Canada somebody of my own nane of a very much more
distinguished character, and to be able to greet him as some
one who has taken a great part in that link that is Helping
to forge the Empire together.

1f at any moment I sit dowri rather abruptly, please do
not think it is because I dor’t want to go on addressing
you. I believe at a quarter past one, precisely, Sir Earle
Page must talk on the broadcasting system, and however
wonderful and Shakesperian my language may be it is cut
off in turn by what you term the programme or the schedule.

Well, Gentlemen, it is very fing to be over in this coun-
try. Uniortunately, the British Air Mission has come at
what may seem to some people the wrong time of year,
becatise we have come in the middie of summer holidays,
whereas, according to industrialists, we should have come
at Christmas. :

Centlemen, that is all I have to say. 1 am merely the
preface ‘Page’. The volume will now cOmMMEICE.

CHATRMAN MARSHALL:-— We will have a word from
Mr. W, D. Black, the President of the Canadian Manufac-
turérs Association. .

Mr. W. D. BLACK . Honoured Guest, Mr. Chairman
and Gentlemen: Among the bonds uniting the British Em-
pire are the visits of distinguished and honoured citizens.
One of those is that of our guest today, the Right Honour-
able Sir Eatle Page, P.C, G.C.M.G., M.B.,, M.P., Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Commerce of Australia.
He is distinguished in his own profession, surgery, angd
served with distinction with the Australian forces in the
Great War. After long experience in public life as Leader
of the Australian Country Party and 2 member of two
Coalition Governments, he has today attained a position of
promirience which he now holds. He is a member of the
Australian Trade Delegation which has recently visited the
“United Kingdom and he is now on his way home. ‘
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Australia and Canada are united .in ip i
Empire which in these troublous days agairrtln{:;ihg;slgl izhz
priceless heritage. They are united in their common origin
language, ways of living, aspirations and ideas. To e-thei.'
they passed through the ordeal of the Great War gThe

.are interested in material things. In the pést year the Vtotaﬁ

- trade between Australia and Canada amounted to upwards

of 45 millions, as compared with 20 millions 1
of 4 i millions in 1930, Th
is still a ot of room for co-operation for our own mutﬁlzﬁ
benesﬁt 1]%1 trade and other matters.
. Sir Earle Page is now on his wa
: ' i n hi y home. I und
lfle 11;1 stopping off in Washington, with the pos&:ilbifili‘f;m:)(%
urther opening up trade relations there. It 1s such visits
as héseftllat'tendlt% promote our common obectives
nilemen,
Sir Tarle Page. ave mucli pleastre in introducing to you
Rt. Hon. Sik EarrLe Pacg, P.C
; .S ARL! .C, GCM.G,; MB
%ﬁégé 'T/Ilfr]'a?hgrrégn,er. Euler,’Mr. Dewan, Mr. Handle;r
, Mr. Black, Gentlemen; I am very pleased indeed ic
day that the Board of Trade, the C B aarens
tat 2 anadian M 1
Assolilatlon and the various Clubs of Torontoalﬂ;iaéCtgi?gg
g:etc?tizggortgfmtcy ofdmeeting so many of the representa-
ens of Canada and this gathering, b
z,hﬁrays welcome the opportunity of meeting ags, mz?ﬁ?ru(s)fft o‘;vli
fellow Empire citizens as we can, We from Australia of
Eg;r:ehgrfter]l3 \;lSlt Cana?a. This is the fourth time [ have
e, but you, unfortunately, do not ft | visi
us, and when you do we prize very hight inderd the visits
of your public men and the T et rer
¢ , y are appreciated very highl
indeed. Only a year ago Mr. Euler, yc ini VE Trade
. , Minister of T
and Commerce, came to Australie ot O e
: ’ , a for the purpose of k
ing a trade negotiation, He carried hi i with such
1 - A I with h
courtesy and suavity that it wasn’t until hlmse ! the
: _he was wel
u:iay home to Canada that we found he had got ;1‘;“{6111@011 ﬂ}ce
e w{r}‘l[thoFt us knowing it at all, b
‘We felt something like the Turk did i
: in tl
::i}ierle t‘}hlrat to%k ﬁlz}ce I.;)n Gallipoli. On the Ga]liai;ofl?n}ic:]ig
as a Turk in the trenches on one side and
on the other side, and they o &
: , y walched one another f
tsigysi Finally, they marched into No Man’s Landofroi f::v
nal conflict. The Turk had his bayonet and the Gurlllh;.
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had his kukri. The Turk made the first jab and the Gurkha
said, “Ah, you missed me that time.” As he said this the
Gurkha made a swipe with his kukri. The Turk said, “Ah,
you missed me, t00”’ The Gurkha said, “Wait until you
shake your head.”

e had him cut off so clean that he didn’t know his head
was off. That was really the position we were in onurselves,
as a result of the extraordinary capacity of Mr. Euler.

Prior to his coming we had been pleased to welcome

other famous Canadian citizens and representative men. I
remember the late Mr. Roblb came some thirteen or four-
teen years ago and negotiated the first trade agreement I
think we had with Canada on the spot. Subsequently, at
the opening of the Australian Parliament at the new Capital,
Mr. LaPointe came out from Canada to represent your
Dominion and in fact your Dominion presented to our
Senate its Presidential chair, made of (Canadian timber,
which we show to all our visitors with extraordinary pride.
A year or so ago your late Prime Minister, Mr, Bennett,
came and traversed the whole of Australia and gave us an
opportunity of hearing his views, which we were very glad
indeed to hear. Also, trade delegations have come out. Mr.
McDonald of British Columbia came out and told us what
they thought of us in British Columbia. We didn’t mind
it hecause he seemed to have a pretty good opinion of Aus-
tralians. Just more recently some of your representative
producers have come ot to attend the Empire Producers
Conference, held in Sydney, the results of which T think
will be far reaching insofar as Imperial relations and co-
operation and co-ordination are concerned. We appreciate
these visits very much and we try to reciprocate as far-as
we can in making ourselves known to you.

To that end we established in Toronto some few years

ago an Australian Trade Commissioner’s Office, to which

Mr. Macgregor was appointed and we, in Australia, have a.

very high appreciation of the manner in which Mr. Mac-
gregor carried out his duties here and we are very pleased
to find the high regard in which he is hefd and his many
personal friendships among you, and especially to find the
extraordinary assistance all the people of Canada seem to
have given him, particularly those of Toronto, in doing his

T e T

~ best.
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Jo_b. We do appreciate that very much. He has Mr. Little
with him, his assistant, who is getiing to know you so well
and we will always have a first class Trade Commissionell'
here. You need not be frightened that he is going to be
shifted away permanently. Tt is only a temporary arrange-
mient. T

As well, we have always endeavoure
name of Australia emblaz)(;ned on yourdb;?lrtlz)rr 12(;; lfzf(:)erﬁptgi
ing at your Canadian National Exhibition, held in Toronto
and last year we were pleased to be awarded, and the Presii
dent of the Exhibition assured us it was awarded on merit
the gold medal at that Exhibition. ’

Of course, being so far away on the outskirts of the
:worId we have to adopt many unusual methods of attract-
ing notice to ourselves. We have four principal methods
of trying to ensure that the rest of the world takes notice
of us. One of the most valuable we have found is fo in-
duce people to lend us as much of their money as we can
get_them to do, because we find where their money is there
their heart seems to be also. One of the reasons we have
always been able to get a favourable hearing in Great Britain
is that Austr_alia is the greatest investment Great DBritain
has. lThere is more British money invested in Australia
than in any other part of the world, whether in the Empire
or outside. No less than 25 per cent. of her Empire invest-
ment and some 16 per cent. of the total overseas investment
of Great Britain, is in Australia, and we are glad to know
a certain amount of Canadian money is going out there as
well. Not nearly enough but we are always hoping for the

. The second method we adopt to try and create a good
impression is to sell as much of our goods as we can to
satisfy customers, especially in Canada and in Great Britain
and inside the Empire and outside, too,—we have enough
to go a‘round. We insist that the goods we do send from
Australia are goods of the highest possible quality. My own
Department of Commerce has administered some of the
most stringent regulations with regard to quality that an
of the countries of the world have. When you buy Aus}Z
tralian goods you know you are getting real goods.
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Another way of ingratiating ourselves with people far
away from us is to buy as much of their goods as we can
do, and T think we have gurselves in the position, although

we only have some seven millions of people, that we are the .

third customer in point of size of Canada. I think we come
after Great Britain and the United States. We are the
third customer in volume and in value of the Dominion of
Canada. We are anxious that whatever trade negotiations
are concluded will be negotiations that will endeavour to
expand the trade of Canada and Australia on both sides.
We want to see.an expanding trade. We don’t want simply
a negotiation to divert a share of existing trade to some
other quarter. What we want to do is share an expanding
trade. ' :

And the last method we have adopted to try to give out-
selves a decent reputation in the world is to always pay on
the nail our just debts and commitments, and to ensure that
we have incorporated in our Constitution certain safe-
guards of our creditors that really have no parallel any-
where in the world. We might say, with the safeguards we
have at the present time for public indebtedness, it is im-
possible really for any repudiation of interest of repayment
to take place. That was carried through by means of what
we call the Financial Agreement which I, myself, as
Treastrer of the Commonwealth, was instrumental in get-
ting placed in our Constitution in 1928, and no action of
any single Parliament or all the Parliaments of Australia
can really alter that Agreement. Tt can only be altered by
specific vote of the people. 1 think you all realize there is
not the slightest chance of a British community stich as ours
carrying a vote to alter such an agreement. Our obligations
in this respect really take priority “over our ordinary par-
liamentary appropriations, even on the payment of Members
of Parliament themsetves there is a priority for the payment
of our interest and of our debts. Consequently, when you
are asked to invest in Australia in a public sense you can
do so with the utmost confidence and if you are asked to
invest in a private undertaking you can understand we be-
lieve this sincerely, this is going.to be Australia’s century,
just as the last century was America’s.
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We are glad to have an opportunity of coming to speak
to you, personally, becatise when we read some of your
papers and hear some of your comments, we realize that
you sometimes misunderstand what we are doing,

We feel ourselves somewhat in the position of the last
man in the message squadron during the war, During the
war a certain number of men, usually eight, were detailed
to try to carry messages along. The first man with a special
man wpuld deliver it to a second man who would give it
to a third, and finally eight men would report. T remember
on ote occasion the message was given to the first man to
carry up the line, to tell the General that six cylinders of
poison gas had arrived. When the eighth man turned up
his message was that the General’s wife had poisoned her-
self in a six cylinder car.

The stories you hear of Australia are somewhat of that
nature. Like Mark Twain’s death, they are rathetr grossly
exaggerated. We are anxious to correct those misunder-
st‘_andmgs because we believe there was never a time in the
history of the world and especially in the history of the
British Empire when it was more important that these great
free democracies should understand what each other thinks
what each other visualizes as its proper aims and objectives,
and what each other should actually do, because we betieve
that there is only one way in which the world can be
rescued from this welter of chaos and of disorganization
and that is by the strength and by the action, first of all
of the combined forces of the British Empire, and if pos:
sible by those forces working as well with the great sister
nation, the United States, the other great English-speaking

" country. ‘We believe that the only way in which there can

be prosperotis peace throughout the whole world is by some
such combination of these two great forces.

We are satisfied that we control something like 40 per
cent. of the total trade of the world at the present time
We are absolutely convinced that war always makes more
probleims than it solves. In fact, my experience is that war
doesn’t solve any problem. It really increases the difficul-
ties of those problems that we already have. 1t leaves be-
hind a legacy of bitterness which prevents even reasonable
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propositions being examined sanely and without passion.
Consequently, we feel that we must have some grganiza-
tion, some combination, some co-operation that will insure
peace.

International appeasement, no matter what is said about
the return of colonies and a1l this sort of thing, will not
come from any one physical action. It can only come from
the restoration and increase of international trade and the
very fact of ‘niernational trade being in existence and being
operative is a clear indication of the mutual interdependence
of every country, one upoi another. None of us can be
wortld-sufficient, There cannot be anything like a sub-
stantial restoration of international trade except first of all
we can get political stability. No one would be inclined to
invest in or expand his business of buy new equipment OF
enter into new undertakings except he has some sense of
certainty of the future. T do not think there can be any
certainty of the future except these two great English-
speaking nations first of all make themselves strong enotigh
for all the world to sce that if necessaty they will fight to
attain the ideals of democracy and freedom, and having
given that cerfainty the world will have peace. All that is
necessary in my view is to get strong enough to enforce
peace to have peace. Having done, that, let us enter upon
a planned policy of co-operation for restarting the wheels
of international trade going again by the resumption of
international lending and especially by lowering those im-
pediments to trade, those barriers to the interchange of
goods created in this mad panic of the present.

There is no doubt, if one looks at the world today, one
must realize there is an economic jamb that prevents any
real progress being made. That economic jamb is veally
situated in Europe, especially in those countries which are
trying to be absolutely self-sufficient. We used to be self-
sufficient in Australia, completely seli-supporting. We had
no import or export trade in Australia at one time. You
know when that was, That was before Captain Cook dis-
covered Australia, when the black fellows had possession,
when our standard of living was the lowest in the world,
and that is where absolute self-sufficiency ultimately will
get every nation. What does the world exist for, except
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to have goods and benefits an iti istribu
righlET throuf:;hout its whole le_-ngt;ril.?Qppcm:umtleS istributed
: ow, this economic jamb really exists in i
there that ‘the first efforts must be };nade. Thgu’:;ﬁﬁe ];1;
here at Niagara Falls when you get a really bad ice jamb
you put a stick of dynamite in to blow up the ice so the
water .\’VIH. start to run again. We don’t want too much
dynamite in Europe at the present time. There seems to
be an over supply already. I don’t think that is really the
way to proceed, but this economic jamb has reall occgrred
in Europe from this teason. They have a setypolic in
agriculture. They have diverted their farmers from g;leir
proper job of growing eggs and fresh fruit and vegetables
and milk, and some of which they can do quite economicall
and which they really have got to do to provide food fojrr
their people, to the growing of wheat and meat and those
other things which we in the primary production countries
can grow ever so much more cheaply than they. As.a
result of that there has been an extraordinary 10W;aring ;)f
the.standard of living. That cannot really be appreciated
unless one takes the articles that really matfer, one by one
and examines them relative to what is happenin’g in English-
spegqug countries. For example, the consumption of ge- S
which is nearly a perfect food--there are more vitaminggir;
eggs than in any other one food—in Canada is 284 eggs
per year per head, in Germany it is only 129 and in Itaglg
119.  Australia’s consumption of meat is 202 ths, per heagj
compared with 110 lbs. in Germany and 35 Ibs. in ItaIy,

Australia consumes 102 gallons of milk products, compared

with 79 gallons in Germany and 23 gallons in Ttaly

tiveTh_t;_;Jse are the foods which produce especially the protec-
; k_v: amins. Though they may not make you fat and
ooking healthy, those vitamins keep you healthy and resist
z;lito_ ;clofqllllfo1';111{s. of diseas_,e, so. you understand the detérior:
ati preiinfém glg place in Germany and other countries at

Tf we could get back to a normal trade system in whi

giﬁsi <_30111}111t}‘1€s would grow these things _forythemselv‘:sh 1211;
; e }tlaat of the people flemands, they should grow them
1Or themselves, the very individual health of the people in
these countries themselves demands this, then we would
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sell them these heavy, easily transportable products of ours
d so on. We have to sell those

—our beef, meat, butter an
products to be able to buy specialties from them as we used
e old days, and we would gradually have multi-

jateral trade established again with widening circles of bene-

ficial infiuence. [f we could raise the standard of consump-
tion of articles to anything approaching the standard in the
English-speaking countries at the present time, look at the
enormous increased volume of intermational trade thereby
created. That is the only way we cai get back to anything
like general world prosperity and general world improve-

ment. 1f wo do that, the improvement in the world’s stan-

dard of living would have a consequent effect on the world’s

general outlook through the improvement in physical health.
‘As a Doctor T am very much interested in those things. 1
believe about ninety per cent. of our political diseases have
been the result of the diseased condition of the rulers of the
world. They have been a bit jaundiced and have gone to

war because they couldn’t agree with their neighbours. I
-« well and healthy they would be in a

am sure if they wer
much better state of mental tranquility than when eating

things that do not agree with them at ail.

Apart from that, if we are going to get the world cured,
we must try to see how we are going to increase the total
world trade. So the problem before the statesmen and
business leaders of the world will no longer be the question
of diverting from one country of one section a certain por-
tion of existing trade to another. That is a useless sort of
thing, a very uncommercial and unecoriomic and unsatis-
factory thing. We want to be in the position of sharing 2
continually expanding trade. This idea of having thousands
and millions of our acres out of production seems to me to

be a crime against civilization. No country can be said to

be making real progress when it prevents production in that

way.
Now, in this restoration of international trade the mem-
bers of the British Empire and the United States have an
overwhelming interest. The British Empire is responsible
for 38 per cent. of the foreign trade of the world., The
United States, for another 12 per cent. Between the two,
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they are. responsible for 40 per cent. of the total foreign

- trade of the world. It seems to me, to secure the widest

g,gf‘i:bli bgn.eﬁts we need co-operation and combined action
bets nee N ;'ﬂ var;ous members of the British Empire first.
o , having secur'ed that, r_legotlations with the United
ates to get the widest possible comprehensive agreement
Ehat touches the whole field. A narrow agreefnent won't
o very much good but a wide agreement will start the
whelt:a‘l_s of industry moving in a swift and certain way
al irst of a}l, we l}ave got to make certain that we.have
ull co-operation inside the Empire. Some six years ago
you in Canada took the lead in bringing about a;)x[rer coffl
siderable improvement in the measure of co—operationyand i
aTn:a\ézr);M ;;lleaifd to be here in Toronto where your Board of
_ s the pioneer of the Empire ferential i
pefore any other part of the Empire rléally gizieéﬁltltiltailolfﬁ
in ‘that agreement we arranged to exchange products one
with the other. There is no question, despite Wha;: the
critics say, these agreements have brought about a ve
mu'ch wider area of freer trade in this great British Emvi o
ggf];c{l;nocg:.p(lfs {Enel-quarter of the surface of the glohepazi
as one-third of the people of the human race, - -
before possible. The very fact that it has ini’f;sgga? ‘;Vr?ls
proved the trade in the whole.of the area has beengay ri
thing for the whole world. You can’t have one part o%‘c‘)ctl?l
body diseased and return to health without the wh 1e
body being less fevered and troublesome than it was befo?ee
. We in Australia have done our part in connection Wth
this attempt to try this inside the Empire. Despite our blad

* teputation we have tried to play our part in this regard

We have some 2,000 items in our tariff schedule and there

- have been no less than 1,600 reductions in the British

preferential rate during the past six
; years, and 600 forei
redtlllctxons have been made as well in that time. As a r:slgllz
Iwe ave emerged from our difficulties probably more quick
y tl{%n anyone else, e
e feel that that co-operation we h i
; ave exercised insi
s:ihEttlrllpna .gzl%ulg be extended to cover our bargal,irfilggef
e United States and we believe simul - and
comprehensive agreements are ne e e et
cessary to get the wi
and most complete range of benefits. The giJnited ‘giifesz
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has already made some twenty treaties with diffevent coun-
tries during the last two or three years.

I read one of the most extraordinary books by one of
the most notable authors the other day, and he said the
effect on world trade was almost inappreciable, it was in-
significant because it dide’t touch the root of the matter.
We have a chance of touching the root of the matter if we
deal with this thing in a wide way, if we deal with the
Empire as a whole, cather than individual parts. You Te-
member, Britain has given certain concessions to the
Dominions ; the Dominions have given certain concessions
to Britain and to each other which, without an all round
discussion, may stand in the way of the most satisfactory
and widest beneficial treaty with the United States.

1 malke an appeal that these negotiations at the present
time should not be conducted simply between the United
States and individual members of the Empire, but they
should be conducted simultaneously between the United
Siates, Great Britain and the Dominions, and if there 1is
simultaneous action by all very much better results will be
attained.

This is necessary, of course, from the method by which
the United States does its bargaining. The United States
has two essential factors in its trade arrangements. The
first is that it would only make-a trade agreement with
another country, when that country is the principal supplier
of a certain commodity. When it does make a concession,
that concession is carried into every other treaty it malkes.
Tt is quite obvious that 1o country can be the principal
supplier of every commodity. We in Australia are the
principal supplier of wool; New Zealand is the principal
supplier of mutton and lamb. If treaties are made simul-
taneously all will be getting the benefit.  We may not think
what we are getting on one commodity is worth while bar-
gaining for on another. :

Therefore T make an appeak—I made it in Great Britain
and. I make it here—that the discussions with the United
States to really start again the wheels of international trade
in the best possible way should be carried out within the

widest possible sphere. -
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1 only want to say two or three words regarding
position of Canada and Awstralia. We reséfreig\?ézg;l;isgli
indeed that Canada doesn’t buy more of our goods;. I think
Mr. Black said we buy a very great deal from you, an in-
creasing amount from you. Of course you buy’a little
more fro;n us. I came over sotne fifteen years ago and we
were buying 20 times as much from you as you were bﬁying
from us. It is now down to three times as much. Not so
good, yet very much better than it was.

~ We believe there are many ways in which you can help
in this reg'fu'_d and I am certain you have only to be reminded
of the position and you will get busy and make certain that
the position is helped. It can be helped in several ways
One is by trade negotiations. The other is hy your inves't—.
ment in our country. The third is by better means of com-
munication with Australia. We are very interested in an
improved system of communications across the Pacific and
Agstr.?,ha. will be ready to join with Canada and New Zea-
land in improving the quality of ships. We have been
very much disappointed at the unavoidable delay in con-
struction. We do desire very much indeed that there should
be a continuation and an improvement, if possible, of the
ships from the east side of Canada right through to Aus-
tralia, because this is where the great butk of population is

This is where we desire to send our products to be sold iﬁ
the greatest quantity.

This is a matter you can deal with yourselves, During
the last three or four months I have been in London arguing
the question of Australian-British trade relations in that
Capital City. We have rather tried to keep off the question
of arguing about detailed items there because we had hoped
to try and lay down some broad plans of Empire negotia-
tion and of Empire treatment of one part of the Empire
and anqther, and that that would be applicable not only to
Australia and Great Britain, but as you will be glac}lr to
know a fqrtmght ago on July 20th, a White Paper was’
presented in the British Parliament which embodied the
resnlts of our discussion which broke a great deal of new
ground and satisfied, so far as could be satisfied at the
present time, the Australian desires for revision of the
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Ottawa Treaty, but it laid down a couple of new ideas with
regard to our trade. :

One of the most important things, and this is one of two
points, was the explicit recognition. by Great Britain of the
necessity of the sound progress of and rapid development
of Australian secondary industry for the purpose of Em-

- pire defence. That is something we had a great deal of
trouble getting recognition of from the British Government
and the British manufacturers, before, hut that is actually
and cordially expressed in this agreement.

Another point 1s emphasized and that is this, that the
people of the Empire be looking forward all the time to
expanding trade inside one another’s porders. In order to
do that we believe the right way to proceed is to try and
secure such organization of producers, both in the secondary
industries and in the primary industries as will be able to
talk to opposite numbers in other parts of the Empire and
agree to a line of development that will not unduly conflict
with what is talking place in the other Dominions, to be
able to interchange as many products as we can and he sure
the ultimate conflict that may take place when we hecome
fully productive, he as long deferred as it possibly can.

We are going back to hold an inquiry in Australia into
the whole industrial structure from that point of view, not
only to see what we ought to do, and what we ought to do
not merely from Australia’s but Britain’s and Canada’s and
every other country’s point of view, building the house and
scaffolding out in such a way that others will be able to
build alongside us and make an Empire so strong, so in-
vincible that it will be practically able to ensure and guar-
antee the peace of the world for this centufy. :

CHATRMAN MARSHALL—Sir Earle Page, on behalf of
the following otrganizations, which . contributed to this
luncheon, I wish to thank you: The Board of Trade of the
City of Toronto, the Canadian Manufacturers Association,
the Canadian Club, the Empire Club of Canada, the Ki-
wanis Club and the Rotary Club. We have enjoyed very
thuch indeed listening to your illuminating address on trade
relations and your suggestions for our future conduct of

Empire trade. I couldn’t help but get the feeling my-
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self that it was a very good thing we had such an able

- gtatesman as the Honourable Mr, Euler to deal with you

Sir, as I haven’t the sligh

, _ ghtest doubt you would mak y

ggo& tilat_ie if YOE Werclal dealing with horses. We havee zltis‘;aa'iny
his speech with a great deal of interes it has

_ t and
cqn’camed a great deal of commonsense. We t?lrzll,nklt }(;as
Sir, for coming and speaking to us today. yer
The meeting is adjourned.




