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(November 30, 1914.)

The Deeper Causes of the War

By Dr. StepHEN S, Wisg*

A T a regular luncheon of the Club, held on the 3oth Novem-
ber, Dr. Wise said:

My, Chatrman and Fellow Neutrals (laughter),—I have
been very eager to escape from my country for some time,
though I had not possibly the same urgent motives for escap-
ing that are commonly attributed to residents of the States
who transfer their residence from our land to your own
(laughter), but, gentlemen, I am glad to get away from my
own country for the first time in my life, and to remain away
long enough to say I am not a neutral. (Laughter, and ap-
plause.) Only one thing makes me hesitate about giving full
expression to my spirit of neutrality while T am out of my own
country. I remember, some years ago, Mark Twain said,
when speaking in England, “Here in England, as in America,
when I stand under the British flag, I am not a stranger, 1
am not an alien, I am at home!” And if I hesitate to give
expression to my un-neutral feelings to-day, it is only because
1 feel that I am at home. (" Applause.)

T read to-day—I know not whether it was in one of our
papers or one of your own—and I wish every paper, every
newspaper in America, were as good as the one edited by my
friend, who belongs to us as to you, Dr.J. A. Macdonald
—that while Germany is fighting for the future, England is
fighting for coin. Now I am sorry only for the man who
said that, because that man. has not passed beyond the ele-
mentary stage of barharism. Any man who will think of
looking upon a great people like the British people, and say
you are fighting to-day for coin, money, or trade, does not
understand the British people, and is incapable of rising to
the dignity and the reason of a great and noble, unselfish act.
(Applause.) We feel in the States,—that is, some of us do—
that England’s fighting is not chiefly for England at all, I
am not » neutral! My deepest sympathies and my deepest
hopes are with the Allies (applause), because I feel that you
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and France together are fighting, not for England and France
and Belgium, but that you are fighting for civilization, and
because I fee_l you are fighting the cause of ordered
democracy against autocratic militarism. (Applause.)

Now, gentlemen, in my lifetime, I have been in contact
from time to time with Canadian Clubs, in a fluid state,
(Laughter.) Canadian Clubs that have been less stable and
less firm than this company which names itself the Canadian
Club. In fact, I think in America there is nothing Canadian
half as popular as “Canadian Club.” ‘(Laughter.) And I
suppose Canada is particularly popular in my own country
because this part of Canada has been so largely settled by,
and is to-day occupied by. Scots, the Scots of whom we in
America often hear, “Scots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled,” and
have been bleeding the rest of the world ever since! (Laugh-
ter.) You take me a little more kindly than did an English
audience to which I once stupidly tried to say that I won-
dered whether Fngland was called the “tight little island”
bec:;use of the number of tight little Islanders in it. (Laugh-
ter.

Talking about Scots, I am particularly interested in them
because of that English story which recurs to me, so English
that you will feel justified in lynching me for telling it you,
the story of that poor Englishman, perhaps an immigrant
from Canada, who was looking disconsolate in London, and
when asked about business, he said, “Don’t ask about business
at all” “What's the matter?’ said the other, “Is business so
bad?” “Is it bad?” he replied; “I buy from the Scotch, and
I sell to the Jews!” (Laughter.)

You know my people, my brothers in faith, have never lived
in large numbers in Scotland. There are three places on
earth where Jews can’t even make a living: one is in New
Fngland, which is a sort of Yankecfied Caledonia; the
second is China,~—as 1 told my friend, Mr. Wu, some years
ago; and the third is Scotland.

I wonder whether I may detain you long enough—though
the Chairman has warned me of the limitations of time with-
in which T am required to circumscribe myself—to tell you of
the word T exchanged with a member of the English Cabinet
some years ago, when invited to go with him along the classic
Thames Embankment. Mrs. Wise and I were looking on the
Thames, and our host said, “Not long ago, a young lady from
America was here, and some one spoke of the river. “This a
river, is it? she exclaimed. ‘This is just a pool or a brook.
-Why, the Mississippi is twenty times as large as the Thames !’
“Yes,' I replied, ‘of course; but the Mississippi is just a river,
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while the Thames_is liquid history I’ » (Applause.) The story -

reminds me of -tie contrast between the Thames and the
Mississippi, You remember it—gsamepne asked whether ‘the

hames was ag large as the Mississippi : “As large ” exclaimed
the person spoken to, “why, there is ot enough water in the

hames to serve as 4 gargle for one of the mouths of the
Mississippi 1 {Laughter.)

through it,” James went down, but after ap hour his mother
followed, and found him, not in his pajamas byt wrapped
in an American flag.  When James was asked why this ap.-
surd performance, he said, “You know, mother, "you gaid
there wags going to he a pad storm, and T thought "the boat
might go down, Now this is an English boat, but T want God
to know I'm an American,” (Laughter.) Now, I told that
story in England at g dinner—and by the way T heard the
best after dinner speecheg there that I ever heard—I told that

I wonder whether I should tell you, by way of closing the
preliminaries of my address (laughter), the story of the
Rabbi, One night an Trishman in New York was taken very
sick, being stricken with the smailpox. He tyrned to his
wife and said, “Bridget, I fee] I am going to die, and T want
the last rites: send for the Jewigh Rabbi.” Bridget thought
poor Patrick was oyt of his head with the disease, byt thought
she had better humor him, so she sajd “Ah, now, Patrick,
ye're not going to die, but if Y& want the last riteg all right,
but Patrick, dear, ye don’t want the Rabbi, but our own good
Priest.” But Patrick insisted that he wanted the Rabbi. “Dg
ye think,” he said, “I want our priest to get the smallpox
(Laughter.) So when I, gentlemen, an American, face a com-
pany of Canadians, and a Jew, face a Company of Christians,
as I hope you are, (Laughter.) [ should have to agle my

: frien
' -tgoo?:?ltcfl! (Laughter.)
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d about that—I wonder what it is that I am going
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hear.) That ; . .
like this, 1s a serious thing to say to a company of men

If Russia and G .
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 means. You own fellow-

4]  DEEPER CAUSES OF THE WAR. %

known to you as some other leading political figures, the one
time Ambassador at the Court of St. James, from our coun-
try, John Hay,—the “Golden Rule diplomacy#' (applause) a
diplomacy upon Whl(':h the nations of the earth have got to
agree, and if they fail to agree thereon we shall have no end
of the kind of war that now is raging.

Now, gentlemen, a third caude of the war I want to men-
tion—1 see I have three minutes. (Cries of “Go on!”) I
will keep you posted about the time—the third cause—I wish
there were an exit facility offered to me so that I might dis-
appear without unnecessary peril, for I have one widow and
two orphans dependent upon me, that is, if you should put an
end to me here! T will not commit myself here in my own
thought, but say what would be my own thought, if 1 were
not a clergyman, and free to have a thought! (Laughter.)
Centlemen, we shall have no end of war as long as women
are shut out from government! (Laughter and applause)—
I knew that. (Laughter)—And Sylvia didn’t ask me to say
it, either! (Laughter.)

Now, gentlemen, I am going to talk to you about that for a
moment.  War began, a war that embraces more than half
the nations of the earth—somehow 1 think I can appeal to
you, because you are fair, and Englishmen are said to like
fair play,—do you think it is fair,—I put it that way,~—that it
should have begun without asking a single woman on earth
whether the war should be ? Women don’t bear arms. No,
they don’t! they merely bear armies! Gentlemen, be fair!
Who bears the first, heaviest, and last cost of war? (Hear,
hear.) Men may die: they have the choice and the glory of
dying upon the battlefields. But woman has got to live on
for a decade or a generation or two after the battle is over!
The bitterest cost of the war is borne by women! (Hear,
hear.) 1 tell you, gentlemen, even if apparently you are not
prepared to accept universal suffrage in Canada, judging by

the Jooks on your faces at this moment, I tell you, we shall
not have an end of war until the mothers have a share in
government. (Applaunse.) _ For women know what war
Englishwoman, Olive Schreiner,
counts war in the cost of flesh, life, lpve_.”
1 tell you, what I resent as a churchman, a religionist! I

resent the actions of your country and of France and Ger-

many and Russia, in asking, inviting, sanctioning, urging,

what are war marriages. What are they? Marriages women
contract with men, to which in many cases children will be
‘horn, and then the father of may be three or six children will
never come hack alive to see them. The British Government

says, “Woman
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(Applause.) We need no army in America,
y land from which we are in amy danger is
only Canada. (Ldughter.) You know, we used to say in
America that there were only two things to do to Canada:
either to swallow it or smash it. Now, we have come to say,
that we could not smash it, and we would not swallow it!
(Laughter.) We don’t need an army in America. Along a
frontier of three thotsand miles, is it not? (A voice, “Four
thousand.”) I thank God to-day, for a hundred years you
and we have maintained unbroken peace, not only because the
influence of that hundred years unbroken is a prevision of
another thousand years of peace between the great Dominion
of Canada and our great democracy to the south, but because
that hundred years means that never, never can there be divi-
sion or strife between the two great English-speaking nations
of earth! (Idearty applause.) When the test comes, when
the challenge comes, we know who our friends and our kins-
men are, and we don't forget, and we never will forget, that
not Germany, but Fngland, is the Mother of Liberty. {Iear, .
hear.) And I say that, gentlemen, with the deepest feeling
of my soul, because I am an American and a Jew. I know,
if my people throughout America have been lifted to a higher
state, it is because of the leadership of Yingland throughout
the world. (Applause.) And, gentlemen, 1 have felt that
there was something almost providential, surely, when a Jew
by birth, a statesman and a great Englishman, had the un-
paralleled joy of placing upon the head of the sovereign Queen
of your land the crown of the Indian Fmpire, which means so
much in loyalty for the divisions of the Empire. (Applause.)
We don’t need a big army in America, and we don’t want

a big navy. Those of us Americans who are sober,—and soe

of us sofmetimes are, because we can’t afford emough “Can-
adian Club” (laughter)—say we are not going to be Hob-
sonized—if you happen to know that ludicrous personality—
or William-Randolph-Hearstified, into war with Japan. (Tear,
hear.) There is no more reason for war with that nation than
with any other. There is room under the sun-—poor sun,
how badly abused !—(laughter)—room for both Japan and
our own democracy. (Hear, hear.)

Now, gentlemen, what does this really mean in our own
diplomacy ? We are going after a program for which we are
going to he called mollycoddles by such persons as that model
of strenuosity who has gone over this and all continents of the
earth, a very great American, whom we all love, even when
we think he is wrong, because he is a great American, But
in despite of him and his followers we do hold that we have

want either!
pecause the onl
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no room in our country for a miiitari

none of jt! (Applause.)  Some day,

going to come to s, You ma

but I ask you this question :
should suffer myself to be

Some day, gentlemen, some day

to slay a man who speaks a tongte other th

stic program: we want
gentlemen, the test is
¥ not agree with me here again,

ther !’ but T am going to say, because I am a churchman, be-
cause I believe in the reign of God in the world, “My brother,
white, yellow, red, brown or black, American, Asiatic, Euro-
pean or African, Jew, Christian or unbeliever, shall know no
spear of mine!” "And when we say that, then war will end!
'(Applause.) )

And gentlemen, if you think I am very radical, T am not
inore radical than the church to the right’or to the left. The
trouhle is, gentlemen, I am only a Jew; I make the mistake
of taking Christianity seriously, {Hear, hear.) You see, I
am unlike Christiang in that. (Laughter and applause.) I
really assume that Jesus meant what e said. (Hear, hear.)
T really assume and believe there is no place in this world for
war and religion at the same time,

; but if you agree with some of
us who are willing to be dubbed mollycoddles, we say war has

got to go, and will go! (Applause.) And religion, the reli-
gion of Israel and the religion of that Jew of Jews, Jesus of
Nazareth, will not go! (Applause.) :

ust a minute or two longer, then I will release you; if T
don’t, there will he another exodus, not of the children of

Israel, but of one child of Israell (Laughter, ) Gentlemen,
back of .this war, and of all wars, is i i

and language, one religion
and fajth. But, gentlemen, we forget that in God’s world

there is room for every variety and type of race-and people
and faith. This world would be insufferably stale and unpro-
fitable if there were only one faith or one language or one
people. I love England and the Englishmen, but oh ! what a
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lieve we are (hear, hear)—because I believe America has

come to share, not to dispute, with you the moral and spiritua]

hegemony of the peoples of earth,—there is only one thing

we will ask—will you not agree with me—when the hour
of victory strikes, as I pray God it come soon! We will

ask you brothers, we children of Britain will ask of the Mother

and of you brothers, to make no terms, to lay down no stipula-

tions, which involve such a truce as will again renew the war|

(Hear, hear, and applause.) In other words, gentlemen,

when peace comes, it must stay; and it will not stay,—but

now you may not agree with me—it will not stay unless Eng-

land, unless Great Britain, chief of the Allies, hecome not

only equal to herself, but greater, finer, and more mag-

manimous, than she has ever been before. (Applause.) I

love Great Britain! So I want Great Britain to be supremely

great in the hour of victory, not' through crushing any nation -
or destroying any empire, not through dismemberment of any

kingdom, but I want England to lead in establishing a founda-

tion for peace which will be firm because it is just, lasting

because honorable! And if England will be great enough,

splendid enough, magnanimous enough, to make such a peace,

then will Yingland retain her hegemony among the nations of

earth! And, gentlemen, whatever you are, and whatever you

do, you and I, or rather you and we, Englishmen and Amer-

icans, are ever to remetnber and never to forget, that we are

one, one in aim and one in purpose, one in devotion to liberty, -
and one in our passion to serve and make free the peoples of
the earth! (Long applause.) '




