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(April 17th,. 1916.)

The Chinese Situation.
By Mr., T. T. Wone.*

A’I‘ a regular luncheon of the Club held on the 17th April,
Mr. Wong said:

Gentlemen,—]1 am deeply appreciative of the courtesy so
graciously extended to us by your Government, and I feel
greatly honored this afternoon in addressing this distingnished
audience, I notice that I am put down for an address on
“The Present Situation in China.” I hope ypu will excuse
me if I speak on something else. (Laughter.) Not that
I have not the courage, but you may know that the subject
was selected for me before my arrival in Toronto and being
in the Government service, we are more or less handicapped.
And then as regards the situation in China, every day there

are changes, and I have been away from China now three

weeks, and I am so far behind—! (Laughter.) If I had
to speak at all on it, I should speak without any degree of
certainty, and I am sure you don't want anything that is not
certain. (Laughter.) So with your permission I will speak
on another subject, and in the course of this address 1 may
make a few statements based on facts and past experience,
Of course I may refer to the situation of China commercially.
During the past year, trade has been very brisk,. When
visiting China after four years’ stay in America, I was very
much impressed with the growth of trade along the coast
and even in the interior of China. There was a great demand
for iron, even scrap iron; the iron merchants of China are
making fortunes. There is a great demand for dye-stuffs;
- about ten or fifteen merchants in Shanghai are making millions
out of dye-stuffs. There is a great demand for Chinese tea;
the consumption of tea h4s greatly increased, and it cannot
be adequately met by other countries. Strange to say, there
is a good demand for silk even in this time of war, America
is buying Chinese silk, as she is not getting much silk from

*Mr. T. T. Wong was sent to the American continent by the
Chinese Government as a special Commissioner in charge of the
Chinese students in the educational institutions of America.
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Europe. If this situation continues, not only the Chinese mer-
chants will be massing wealth, but the foreign merchants, those
who have not gone to the front, have a very bright outlook
commercially, : '

I am very glad that your company, the Canadian Pacific,
has at last made arrangements to put back that splendid ship
into service, the Xmpress of Russia; also her sister ship, the
Empress of Asia. I can’t help telling you that a ship like
that is a delight to all the passengers. I had no idea of
coming to Canada until only about two weeks hefore we sailed,
We saw your agent in Shanghai; he was very courteous, and
made arrangements for us fo come on that splendid ship of
32,000 tons gross tonnage, with beautiful cabins, dining room,
an up-to-date gymnasium with electric apparatus for practis-
ing riding and rowing, and although we were on hoard ship,
we thought we were practising in a gymnasium on land. We
enjoyed also the excellent service and cuisine. I am sure,
if I go back again, it will not take me any time to decide,
bt I will go back on the same ship or her sister ship the
Empress of Asia, '

I was everywhere impressed with the wonderful activity
and enterprise of your company. I am sure your business
will grow, as we understand each other better and there will
be more and more Chinese travelers. Your company made
it possible for Chinese travelers to go from one end of the
couniry to the other, by bonding for them; and instead of

7 ~ difficulty, we have met courtesy everywhere we go. Only
two months ago our Minister went back on the Empress of

Japan, with his family and two or three ‘students.

I shall speak this afternoon on the Chinese Fducational
Commission to the United States, touching on the possibilities
of the Chinese students as regards trade between America and
China, and also the relation between America and China,
which has been made more cordial through the medium of
our representatives abroad who were once students in America.
and Ergland.

In the sixties a Chinese graduate of Yale University went
back to China and he conceived the idea of sending Chinese.
students to America. In those old days, a suggestion of this
sort met with strong opposition. e went back and tried
to convince the Government of the advantages of this great
step for acquiring Western education. He worked on, but
so long as the Government opposed it, his efforts were futile.
Year after year he tried, and then after the Taiping rebel-
lion, just after the American civil war, the Government re-
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alized the importance of educating young men abroad, ~He
was sent for hy the Government in Peking and was guthomzed
to bring to America one tundred and twenty Chinese boys

of the average of thirteen years of age, in four batches, one

batch of thirty each year for four years, bringing' the tofal
aumber to a hundred and twenty Chinese boys.

Mr. Yung Wing was the graduate referred to and he was
appointed the first Commissioner in charge of these students
in America. He had his headquarters at Hartford, Connec-
ticut. These boys lived in New England, two in each family,
with the object of acquiring New England culture. They
were placed in grammar schools, ffom the grammar schools to
the high schools, and from the high schools to the universities,

In the course of ten years, however, conservative forces
were at work in Peking; some one probably suggested fo the
Government that if these students stayed too long in America,
it might have a tendency to denationalize them; they had
been here ten years, and if they stayed much longer they would
come back Americanized, and would not be abie to do any-
thing' for China. So the Government issued an order for the
immediate recall of these students. Quite a number were in
their ‘senior year at Yale and Harvard, but the Imperial order
had to be obeyed, and they went home, with the exception of
a few who stayed at their own expense. On their retuin,
these young men were shut up in examination halls for a

" month. Imagine, after ten years in America, to be shut up
in a musty hall studying Chinesel Some of them were sent
to naval academies, some to the telegraph offices to he opera-
fors, some to the new medical school to study medicine; all
were scattered. ’ _

For twenty years, ftom 1882 to 1902, there was 2 long in-
terval during which no Government studepts were sent to
America; only a few private students came to America. T
had the good fortune to be one of them. I was all by myself
in the souih, and two girl students were studying in the Uni-
versity of Michigan, They were graduated in medicine, and
are doing good work in the interior of China, having charge
of very large hospitals. :

Then the Boxer trouble came, The Government again re-
alized the importance of sending' young men abroad, and at
one time there were about fifteen thousand Chinese Govern-
ment students in Japan, one hundred and fifty Chitese stu-
dents. in Great Britain, and altogether about two hundred
Chinese Government students in Furope, while in America
there are at present fourteen hundred students, Out of that
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number five hundred are Government students, stt -
ported by Government funds, and nine hundred tptg(:;;iz ?;E-
dents. Out of these private students about three hundred
came from good families in China, and about six hundred
are native-born children of Chinese residents in America. So
?iggietgfjdmi An?erlg_aﬂthere are fourteen hundred Chinese stu-
dent; él‘l SCh)(;O 1}5 n different universities, with a few studying
I want to tell you something about the result i
I repeat that the work began 181:1 the 60's, whgz t\.s;rguflhgfsg‘:;)dr&—‘
ate conceived the idea of sending Chinese students to Amer-
ica. They were sent and recalled and for a long interval of
t}venty years ithere were none sent by the Government; then
thousands of Chinese students were sent abroad to ’study.
\{Vhat has been the result? At the time of recall, through
the weeding process, there were only about seventy ;rvho were
ready for service and they were almost forgotten after the
went back. But by their terit and the force of circum)f
stances they -gradually attained prominence in business, in
Government service, and in other enterprises in China ’
_ One of thg. most prominent was the Governor of a Pr-ovince
Ln Manchurla‘ under the old Monarchy; the same student
ccame Premier under the Republic. One was Minister of
Fore_lgn. Alffairs. One is now Minister of the Board of Com-
munications. One was Minister at the Court of St. James
London. One was our Minister in Washington, One was
the leading engineer in China, and is now Director-General of
a railway in Central China. One is Managing Director of th
garlgﬂ::d Nf{l:ognt I—Iapkc])gw tlo Canton, Dr. Tehching Yen, brothef'
mister in Berlin, When the for i
of construction of the important section ol?i;‘levi?asiligaghig%?
necting Pekmg' with Mongolia, he ordered most of the ma-
terials and rolling' stock from America, because, he said, he
d}d not know the works in other countries. One is in chz,u'ge
?n i ;fi?gnlgjleiku; \ %)g'epﬁh:g stuﬁlents' for advanced studies
1 d in that mstitution there are t - '~
ican ’gaachers. :I‘here are others holding ,res;‘)tr;gti%lgn;oé}g;ti
in railway service. There are about half a dozen who w c
Mayors of cities along the coast of China. I have been o
ferring' to old returned students. Among the younger o
eration of returnqd students, one was Vice-Ministef ingflrll;
Shenate of our Parliament. One was Minister of Finance under
the Republic. And one was Minister of Foreign Affairs und
the new Government. Our Minister in Berlin, Dr. Yen s
one of the returned students of the younger gen’eratibn él.:i




own conclusion. 1 your Government and ot the well-wishers

- progress of otherwise. We don’t know you, you don't know
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Minister at the Court of St James, Dr. Alired Sze, now
our Minister in Washington, is a returned student who went
back after 1900. 1 suppose you have heard of Dr. Wellington
Koo, who went back after the revolution, 2 graduate of
Columbia University, Others are vely prominent in business,
such as Mr. Z. T. Woo, Manager of the Iron and Steel Works

at Hanyang. must mention these tO give you some idea

of the possibilities. These ave facts, and 1 think the time
has come when we are reaping vesuits. The Government has
spent sO much time, and sO much money. The American
Covernment returned a portion of the indemnity, which our
Government, 1t appreciation and recognition of this very
friendly act, decided to spend in the education of young meft
in America. —

1 need not mention anything else; we can get some idea
of the splendid opportunities and very bright prospects before
these young mef, who hold high positions in the CGovernment
service. 1 hope that yont Government will also have a share
in the new educational movement in China. (Applause.)
The result may not be immediate, but you can just draw your

of China work together, and arTange for some of ouf students
to come to Canada to study, what will the result be? It
will mean a new bond of friendship between the two countries.
We. don’t understand each other. Your company, the best
representative of your enterprises, 1. €., the Canadian Pacific,
have agents in China and if they had a few Chinese friends
whose lasting friendship was formed in their schoo! days, they
would meet with greater success in business; as it is, they
fhave to fight their own baitles among strangers. The same
may be said of other enterprises in the interests of material

us. You have seen our people, but these are mot representa-
tives of the best people in China. ‘There are not only hard-
ships and immense difficulties in the way, just as there are
advantages; L don’t want fo dwell on this, but with an audience
like this a few words are enough. 1 do hope that you will
sec your way clear to take part in this edncational movement
in China, so that in future 2 new arrangement may be made,
which will ‘make the relations between Canada and China
more cordial, and promote the growth of trade between the '
two countries. 1 thank you for your kind attention.
(Applause.)




