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(December 19th, 1938}

“The New Canadians”

By Jomw GruDEFF, B.A.

Mz. Joun Gruperr:—Mr. Chairman, guests and mem-
bers of the Canadian Club, this is a great pleasure and a
great honor to me. You have not only done honor to ‘me
by inviting me to talk to you on the subject but you have
aiso done honor to all those new Canadians throughout the
Dominiot. )

There are about 2 million people in Canada jwho carme
from Europe and they are not, therefore, of British origin.
In Toronto, alone we have about 114,000 of these people
and of the population of Winnipeg more than one-third
consists of new Canadians. In Sudbury, Timmins and
Kirkland Lake more than half the population are new Can-
adians. In the Province of Ontario more than a quarter of
the population are new Canadians. And in the melmon-of
Canada one-fifth of the population are new Canadians. Now
I wish I had at my disposal at least one hour to tell you some-
thing about these people and their problem. You may not like
to hear about anybody else’s problems but when I say T would
like you to know them it is because their problems are prob-
lems as Canadian citizens and they are therefore problems of
the Canadian people. In the short time that is given to me I
cannot say very much. In my profession as a fawyer T have
had the unusual experience to meet people from Europe. I
have on my hooks about 20 nationalities. 1 have been doing
work for nearly 20 nationalities in Toronto and some years
ago when [ was a student at the University [ taught Engh.sh
to thesé people at the Y.M.CIA. There I began to inquire
the reasons why these people came to Canada, what they
thought of Canada, were they pleased with Canada and the

people and did they find what they f_:xpected ; did they have
any grievances? I began this inqury about 18 years ago
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and I have contintied this ever since. 1 have this unusual
experience in my business of studying these people and feel
proud to be able to stand before you and tell you something
about if.

I stand before yott as one who came to Canada 25 years
ago, a foreigner wiho has long cease! to be a foreigner.

These people came as foreigners. They have long ceased -
to be foretgners. They are good Canadian citizens, have es-
tablished themselves, have children in Canada, and have no
infention of ewver going back to the country from which they
came and native Canadians should find out what they can
do for these people. Their problems are of national import-
ance and sheir problems therefore are your problems. Now
many of you would like to know why these people came to
Canada. Why didn't they stay in the countries of their
origin. It doesn’t take long to convince you and show you
why they came. When you consider there are 38 separate
and distinct national states in Europe and the area of Europe
and the area of Canada where we have only about 10 mii-
lions. The countries of Europe are exhausted. They are over-
crowded, There are no opportunities for the people there.
They therefore look around to see where they can emigrate
and find a better country, and today there is no country like
Canada. Tf any of you happened to be born on. the con-
tinent of Europe and wish to emigrate the only two places
are the United States and Canada. When these people camme
here they came to stay. They have conrscted themselves
with the Canadian people. The prosperity of the Canadian
people is their prosperity, the happiness of the Canadian
people is their happiness. In their former home there was
no prosperity, no happiness and this being so there is no
reason why these people cannot be good Canadian citizens.
They have geen other couniries with no opportunities and
have.seen the opportunities in Canada, the great wealth of
the Canadian nation, the great privileges and freedom they
have. As soon as these people came to Canada they en-
deavour to find how soon they could obtain nationalization
papers. They are anxious to become British subjects. And
once they become British subjects they feel proud. There
is nothing in this world that will make anybody as proud
as when one was born in a small country in Europe and
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comes to Canada and becomes not only a Canadian citizen
but a British subject. They value their British nationality
very highly and T myself regard nothing elsc as of such
great value as my British nationality in Canada and 1 con-
sider myself wery fortunate, When I say this I am voicing
not only the opinion of myself but all these people whom
I represent and for whom I speak today.

Now these people have no intention of going back. It
is aboirt time the Canadian people found out what they could
do for them. One thing they resent very much is this term

foreigner. (Canadian people are apt to speak of us as for-

eigners and we resent this very much because we feel once
we have become Britigh subjects and have been entitled to
all the privileges and advantages of born British subjects
and are true to all the obligations of natural born citizens
we feel we no longer are foreigners. Now in our endea-
yors to become good and worthy Canadian citizens ‘and
British subjects, we read in the papers that these foreigners
are undesirable, and do not make good subjects, that they are

responsible for all the crime and evils in Canada, we resent-

that very much because we koow this is not the cause.

People who make statements of this nature are people who'

do not inquire to find out whether this is-so or not and T
can assure you these people are good Canadian citizens
and they desire to be 100 per cent. British subjects, but when
we read of what is being said about us, that we are not
Canadians, that we cannot be Canadians, that we are for-
eigners and we are undesirable, we resent it. “These people
prevent us from being what we want to be,” good Canadian
citizens and worthy British subjects. You cannot expect
these new Canadians to fully appreciate the advantages
they have in Canada of the freedom of the great British
institutions under which we live unless these people are in a
position to understand the English language. It takes a
fong time for anyhody to accomplish anything unless he sets

for himself a purpose and plan to accomplish. It takes.

a long time for these people to karn English if niobody at-

tempts to help them and to learn something about the great

possibilities we have in Canada, In the past very liitle has
heen done to help them learn English, If they can be put in
possession of an adequate knowledge of ‘English undesirable
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qualities will vanish. The least native Canadians could have
dene for these people is to attempt to teach’ them something
ahout Canadians and the British Empire. They will be
still prouder of being British. We have started classes in
the University and T would like some of you to come and
see the impatience of these people to learn English. They
are very eager to learn Hnglish. You will be proud to see
how eager they are to learn. There is a problem in the
homes of these people. Two civilizations are met, the old
world and that cultured civilization of the new world.
Children who came here when they were babies and know
they have acquired the English language, they have learned
the English language to perfection. They have acquired
Canadian culture and customs and they sometimes feel
embarrassed when their friends {md out their parents are
not Canadians. These young children, second generation
children, are 100 per cent. Canadian. The first generation
not knowing English well enough they could not speak to
their children properly. In the homes of these people the
childven always speak the English language. I have visited
these homes and everywhere I have gone 1 have tried to hear
what language they speak and I discover that the langunage
spoken is the English langnage. The children speak English,
the parents unfortunately cannot understand English suf-
ficiently well, and there we have an unsatisfactory and un-
fortunate situation. We have the superiority complex on
the part of the children and the inferiority complex on the
part of the parents. The parents feel they are inferior.
They cannot understand their children. The children feel
they are superior and their parents not clever enough to
learn English. This is not a good condition. As we all
know a nation is composed of fdmilies and if the family
unit is sound the whole will be sound, and as long as this
condition exists the unit in very many cases is not as sound
as it should be. The parents should know something about
Canada. They should know something about the English
language. They should be in a position to advise their
children and the children should take advice. You cannot
expect children to grow up as good citizens except under
the influence of their parents. The influence of the parents
is not just the most desirable hecause there is not very much
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influence and the parents have remained with the old culture.
In the schools the second generation are often met with this
problem. In the public schools they are often looked at as
foreigners, children who were born in Canada, and that is
undesirable because these children know nothing else about
the country from which their parents came. They know all
about Canada and if they are looked on as foreigners by class.
mates it is undesirable and not good for Canadian citizen-
ship. Tf T had time I could enumerate a number of instances
which have been brought to my -attention and then you
would understand what T am talking about and what T am
telling you is first hand knowledge and actually the facts.

In the schools we would like to have school teachers
somietimes tell these people who are of foreign parents that
they come from a world race and their parents are good
people and their parents can have influence over them. They
should not be referred to as foreigners who had a chance to
come to Canada and who should be sent back. The second
generation are 100 per cent. Canadians but with the attitude
of some of the Canadian people their attitude reflects itself
on the second generation. When the father comes home
and tells his wife he cannot find work because he is a for-
eigner and the boss at the factory calls him a Dago he tells
his wife in the presence of the children and the children feel
there is some injustice done their parents and as long as that
continues they cannot be expected to have the right attitude
toward Canadianism. Now Canada is a vast country; no
country in the world is like Canada, no country has ever
been blessed with the climate, fabulous wealth of Canada,
The Canadian people should consider themselves extremely
fortunate being in Canada and being neighbors of this great
republic to the south. No other country has the opportun-
ities, the wealth, the material, to build the greatest nation
the world has ever seen. We have all the material and while
I say a great country Canada is a great country Ingt not a
great nation; yet we have all the material to make Canada
the happiest and most prosperous nation in the world. To
build up this country, with its 3,700,000 square miles, as
much as the continent of Europe, and in Europe there is
over 500,000,000 people, we must work hard. The task is
not simple but is a great task and we need men of broad
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minds, men with big hearts. Canada is big and can produce
big men, men who can think not only of this country. You
cannot expect small men to build up this country. And we
must handle the situation from different angles. We must
try to coordinate all the Canadian people. There must be
harmony between the new Canadjans and the old Canadians
of British origin. The new Canadians should, feel they are
welcome and that in their attempt to build Canada they are
being recognized and are looked on as worthy citizens. Since
this task of building Canada is a large task we cannot ac-
complisk this without asking for Divine guidance and wis-
dom. We must pray because this is an exceedingly large and
difficult task and while praying let us not forget suffering
humanity but let is transcend the boundaries of this Dom-
inion and pray that men the world o’er shall “brithers be for

a’ that.” S

Immediately following Mr. Grudeff’s address the mem-
bers were entertained by groups of New Canadians who
rendered Wkranian Folk songs.




