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{(March 11th, 1912.)

Philippine Affairs.

By Ricur Ruv. C. H. Brenr, D.D.*

AT a regular luncheon of the Canadian Club held on
March 11th, 1912, Bishop Brent said:

“‘My, President, and Gentlemen of the Canadian Club,—You
do me great honor in bidding me hetre as your guest. I know
of nothing that has happened in my visit to. America on this
occasion that has given me higher pleasure. I am in the land
of my birth, and, my Canadian blood still runs warm. (Ap-
plause.) I look toward Canada as one of the stalwart nations
of the world, with a great future before it, 2 future which will
tax the fine manhood that Canada is producing; and just be-
cause I know something of the meaning of Canadian manhood
T do not fear for the future of Canada.

- T have been asked to speak to you on a specific subject. I
could take the entire time at my disposal, -and yours, in con-
sidering either the opium question or the conditions in the
Philippine Islands, and when I had exhausted all my time
there would still remain much to be said, T think, therefore,
I can best use these moinents in trying to sketch for you what
the American Government is trying in an altruistic way to do
for the Philippine Islands.

Vour President has said that he had no large knowledge
concerning these Islands. I think very few Americans had
before they realized that the waif had been put under the
tutelage of the American Government, And as that in-
imitable person, Mr, Dooley, remarked in one of his philoso-
phic treatises, “for the most part men don’t lmow whether they
are islands or canned goods.” Some of us have had the
privilege of learning by close contact since that day that they
are islands. They are a dependency of the United States, and
we find ourselves in the peculiar position of being a republic,
and yet having dependencies. Such things have happened in
past history, but it is a current saying, and I think on the

*Phe Right Reverend C. H. Brent, D.D., American Episcopal Bishop
of the Philippine Islands, is a Canadian by birth, FEducated at Trin-
ity College School, Port Hope, and Trinity University, Toronto, he
went to the United States and for some years has co-operated with
the Washington Government in the reclamation of the Philippine
Islanders.
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but for the sake of the Indians themselves. No man who has
studied the conditions in the Far East can think without alarm
of the withdrawal of Great Britain from India (Applause.)
Maybe, in the far distant future, India will rise from racial
to-national consciousness, and attend to her own housekeeping.
Till then, we hope the existing administration will try to live
up to the great standard set and perform its duties in a way
that will be worthy of the British nation and a credit to all
mankind. (Applause.)

It was fortunate for the American people that the Philip-
pine Islands came into their hands at the time they did; and I
think that President McKinley’s policy was the best we ecould
have adopted. We did not desire dependencies; we did not
want to add to the immense territory, undeveloped as it was,
which we already had. It seemed—allowing for mistakes that
were made—that we were asked that by Providence to take
care of this foundling. Shortly after we took over the ad-
ministration of the Islands, Lord Morley dropped a phrase
which was full of meaning: “you Americans,” he said, “have
in the waters of the Pacific a peril and an opportunity.” Only
T would like to change the order and -say we have an oppor-
tunity and a peril, for the opportunity comes first. And Mec-
Kinley, when he outlined the policy with relation to the
Islands, said, “We must use this opportunity to develop the
capacity of the people so they will be able ultimately to estab-
lish some form of independent government.” Irom the first
day when it was known that the responsibility was ours, that
policy has been pursued. (Applause.)

The Philippine Islands are peopled by a race of Malay
origin, who were Christianized through the influence of Spain
some three hundred years ago, and have been under the
domination of western countries ever since that time. So in
many respects they are allied more to the western than to the
Oriental type of thought, and they have a measure of Chris-
tianity of course also. The population is about eight millions,

. the majority being more or less civilized, about one million,

roughly speaking, representing primitive people, The vigor-
ots descendants, Mohammedans in belief, of the Malay: pir-
ates who used to terrorize that part of the world, inhabit the
Tslands at the extreme south of the Archipelago.

 After the Islands came into the hands of our Government,
for a short time they were under military rule. In 1001 civil
government was established, and the present President, Wm.
H. Taft, became Governor. Since that time they have been
greatly developed. I will outline how we have met our re-
sponsibility,
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no restriction upon its powers, except that it cannot originate
a financial bill. At the present time there is an unfortunate
deadlock, therefore the budget of the preceding year continues
for the ensuing or current year, ‘

The Governor-General is ex-officio President of the Commis-
sion, ‘The Vice-Governor.is always chosen from the other
Commissioners, Both the Governor-General and the Vice-
Governor are Americans. 'The present Governor-General is
of noble lineage, his grandfather on one side being John Mur-
ray Forbes, the patriot who stood for, and did a great deal in
connection with the emancipation of the negroes, and his
grandfather on the other side being Ralph Waldo Emerson,
So you see we send from America out to the Far Fast men .
of the very highest type. I would say that no country can
afford to send out into such responsibilities those who are any-
thing less than the best. (Applause.)

Although the Legislature has complete power of enacting
laws, all its acts must receive, either implicitly or explicitly,
the approval of Congress,—very much the same as in the rela-
tion hetween India and the Parliament of Great Britain: the
British Parliament is in the ultimate analysis the governing
power of India, but it seldom or never interferes; the same is
the case with the Congress of the United States: thus far all
the acts of the Philippine Legislature have been effective upon
passage, and not blocked in any way by Congress.

There is free trade between the Philippine Islands and the
United States, The Philippines are looked upon as being as
truly territory of the United States as Arkansas or New
Mexico. Two Commissioners, elected annually, have seats
in the United States Congress, and reside at Waghington, but
of course have no vote, The Resident Commissioners this
year are Manttel Quezon and Benito Legarda. This, briefly
speaking, is the Insular Government of the Archipelago,—’
which embraces a great number of islands, some three thou-
sand if you count all the little ones, but even the large ones
run up to a goodly number.

There is also a Provincial system of government,—there are
thirty-eight Provinces altogether,—which is almost entirely in
the hands of the natives. They have a certain amount of legis-
1ative power in the Provinces. The Treasurer is an appointee
of the Insular Government, but otherwise all the offices are in
the hands of the people and are given to those whom they
choose. Municipal government has also been developed,
which is entirely in the hands of the natives. It is mainly of
the same kind as you and I are familiar with.
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prefers to do something that gives him not too much bodily
exertion. It is not that thfa climate is stich a dreadfu_l one—
this may clear up some misapprehensions on the subject—or
that the diseases which menace foreigners in Hastern _Iands
are so terrible. TFrequently that which is attributed to climate
is really the result of the bad living of the men themselves.
Among the most disastrous habits that can prevail in a tropi-
cal country is that of the abuse of intoxicants. .What we used
to think was the result of self-sacrifice in braving the terrors
of the Indian climate—I mean the “Indian liver”—is nothing
but a common whisky liver! (Laughter.) As a matter of fact,
a man in normal health, who lives a decent life, can expect
to live and work in the tropics as well as anywhere else. I
don’t think I myself am a very bad advertisement for the
climate of the Philippine Islands as a health resort! (ILaugh-
ter(.))f course you have inconveniences, and some. things that
are disagreeable, 'The typhoons, for instance, are no gentle
zephyrs, and when the earth gets a fit of ague it is not very
comfortable. Or if a volcano takes a notion to blow up, it has
unpleasant consequences—on a recent occasion the seismo-
graph in the Manila Observatory showed that we had nine
hundred earthquakes in the two weeks following an eruption!
Of course most of them wete very minor ones, but some few
f considerable force,
Weﬁ ?o scientific matters, the American Government has do.ne
nobly. It has equipped a magnificent Burean of Laboratories
in the city of Manila, and meteorological work of the highest
order is done at the Observatory. 1 wish I could take time
to tell you of some of the things done. Qur medical men have
made a large contribution to medical science in relation to
tropical diseases. One of the most distinguished men on the
International Plague Commission, appointed to grapple with
the conditions in China on the outbreak of the pneumonic
plague, was Dr. R. P. Stmll\}lg’ glPuef of the Biological Depart-
the Laboratory at Manila.
meMmagifla is a city of sﬁ)me three hundred thousand people. It
is as well drained and clean as your city of Toronto (laugh-
ter)—may be cleaner, I don’t know—I have only seen Toronto
dirty snow. .
up{i}‘?g Sa?rrgedoing a large amount of anthropological study, a
theoretical study second to nome. Once a year the Medical
Association meets, a local association which has expanded
into the Far Eastern Medical Association; it is making notable
contributions to science. A few weeks ago I was spending a

“day with a famous American, Dr. Osler (a voice—"“Can-
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it makes in them from the people who have been under the
domination we will say of the Mohammedan belief, :

And therefore it is because I am mainly and first of all a
Christian, and secondly an American, that I am in the Thilip-
pine Islands. T am there to try to aid these people, it is true,
to develop themselves to the utmost of their capacity, so they
will be able to attend to their own affairs and govern their
own country ; but chiefly that I may in some simple way deepen
and extend the Kingdom of God. I cannot refrain from say-
ing.this, in conclusion, to you who form such a splendid bul-
work of this city and of Canada itself. Canada is calling to
you to-day for your very best service; but you cannot be your
very best unless your life is in touch with God. Why should
we be ashamed of speaking of things of this kind, why should
we speak of them generally under our breath, when of com-
merce and other things we talk in trumpet tones? Rather let
it be the other way ; let us boast of the fact that we are first of
all sons of God and after that sons of our nation. Then we
shall be able to go out and do the big things our country
expeets us to do.  (Applause.) o

There is running through my memory at this time one of
Browning’s poems. If 1 remember it rightly the lines are
these:—

Nobly, nobly Cape Saint Vincent to the Northwest died away;

Sunset ran, one glorious blood-red, reeking into Cadiz Bay;

Bluish ’mid the burning water, full in face Trafalgar lay;

In.the dimmest Northeast distance dawned Gibralter grand
and gray;

“Here and here did Fngland help me: how can I help Eng-
land ?’-—say, )

Whoso turns as I, this evening, turn to God to praise and pray,

. While Jove's planet rises yonder, silent over Africa.

“ITere and here has England helped me.” Gentlemen, your
country has made you what you are! Your Church has made
you what you are! Now, what are you going to do for your
country? What are you going to do for your Church? . One
of your own members said to me just a moment ago: “Tt is
a fine thing to die for the nation, to give your life for the
nation.” But there is a bigger war cry than that: “For God
and the nation)” (Long applause.)




