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" (October 2ud, 1916.)

With the Canadians at Salonika
Pror. J. J. MackiNzie, B.A,, M.B.*

AT a special luncheon of the Club held on the 2nd October,
Professor Mackenzie said:

My. Chairman, and Members of the Cancdian Club-—
I esteem it a very great privilege and honor to be invited to
speak at one of your Club luncheons, and 1 am very pleased
that I can convey to so many citizens of Toronto greetings
from the Toronto citizens who are at present in Salonika.

I think it must have occurred to all the members of this
Club the significance, the great significance, of the occasion
of a Canadian Hospital being established with the Imperial
army in Macedonia. It is one of the most striking manifesta-
tions of the Imperial idea, and I would like you to remember
that in Salonika there is not only the University of Toronto
General Hospital, the 4th Canadian, but also the 5th Canadian,
from DBritish Columbia, and also the Stationary Hospital sent
out with the first contingent and operating first in France, but
later moved to Salonika. So we are not the only Canadians
in Salonika. In addition to that we have a large number of
Canadian officers and men who enlisted with the Kitchener’s
and Territorials, and one historic day those officers and men
challenged the University Hospital staff to a game of base-
ball, in which the University Hospital team was badly defeat-
ed. ; '

One has heard criticism of the policy of sending Canadian
Hospitals to Salonika and to Egypt, where there were no Can-
adian troops. I wish to say that in this war we want no
sectionalism and no parochialism. * If the Empire is to be
benefited to the full through this, lamentable war, it will be
benefited by these units giving their work for one another.
We don’t want to neglect Canadians, but the more the wmits
of the Empire are mixed, I think the better for ourselves in
the end. ' '

In regard to Salonika, I may in passing remark that the

*Prof. J. J. Mackenzie, B.A,, M.B,, is a member of the Faculty of
the University of Toronte, Fis graphic story was particulerly. inter-
esting because the hospital unit to which he was attached is made up
entirely of University of Toronto men. ¢ .
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newspapers of Canada and the United States give the Turkish
name, “Saloniki” but you remember it has not been Turkish
since 1913. If you look at the “'imes,” the “Morning Post,”
and other British newspapers, you will find they spell it
“Salonika.” I don't know of a writer that gives it the other
way. The French call it “Salonique.” I imagine we haye our
own right to speak of it as we do, but it is of course an abbre-
viation of “I'hessalonica,” the name of the ancient Greek city.
I pronounce these Greek names with deference to the gentle-
man present who taught me the “Little Latin and less Greek”
I know. ’

When one comes. into the harbor, a magnificent harbor,
which stretches up into the Balkan peninsula—we came into
the Gulf early in the morning, and it took the whole morning
to steam up it—one passes Mount Olympus on the left, and
comes into this wonderful bay, which could accommodate the
whole British fleet, certainly the whole French or Italian flect in
the Mediterranean. The city is built on the side of a sloping
hill and as you look at it from the bay you see the little
houses, with low, red-tiled roofs, stretching up to end in the old
Byzantine fort, situated on the Acropolis at the back of the
city.

The most striking feature to a westerner is the number of
minarets—twenty or thirty—topping the churches, because in
"Furkish times every church was converted into a mosque, and
every one of these mosques is surmounted by a minaret.

The hill at the back is 3,000 or 3,500 feet in height, and is
called Hortiak, Stretching west from that is a range of low

-_hlill_s which' separates Salonika proper from the Macedonian
plain. ,

When vou land, the impression you get is first of all the
smell. The French try to make a bad pun, saying that the
place has a good name, “Sale unique!” ’Il*he streets are paved
‘with very rough cobbles, difficult to walk on, and there ig
a trench in-the middle of the street. The British Consul told
us, “You have no idea how much Salonika has improved since
the Greeks took it over in 19131 We could imagine what
is must have been like under the Turks!

The street population is varied, Naturally the troops add
to its varied character. Over fifty per cent. of the poputa-
tion is Jewish, and the older Jews all wear a special costiime.
The old men wear a gabardine, usually of bright colors,
lined and fringed with fur. The old women also have a
special costume, and a hat with a curious tail behind; the only
difference is in the color of the velvet and silks.
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ek i " vwhere, but clad in khaki, so-they.
Greek soldiers are everywhere, bu s0.-they
are not specially striking, except the Cretans. - You will have
noted in the papers that at the head of every revolution a

P M ¢
‘prominent part was played by the Cretan gendarmerie. They

all- wear a black forage cap, and a j_acket, and nether ga;‘rment
which has a bag from the seat which hangs dovxin. as di'. ‘ai.
the knees—some peollzlt? slay tlhey imagine the C1e_tan police
; i carry their luncheon m. . o .
meﬁlt}oilisesé; tr.gurks,ybut they are not so -striking as at (}EL.II‘O{:
You meet veiled women at _Calro, and so you do theie,_la
Cairo the veils are light, easily seen through but at ;Sabogg ((al,
the veils are a deep black, and you have no idea what 13 behin
th?rnﬁe history of the city is extraordinarily interesting. Tt
has been for two thousand years a city for which the eas‘feﬁn
Mediterrancan nations have striven, A French writer calls
it “la ville convoitée,” the coveted city. I have hardly tmlle
to give you. a description of its history, but thrt.)_ug{muTt‘ ht he
Middle Ages it was compared with Venice, its old rival. fuj
situation is almost similar, the only difference being that as far
as Salonika is concerned it has the 1mp§ssab1e Balka_n penin-
sula behind it, cutting it off from the European nations, but
gt 11 tried to get it. o :
St%lt ttl:zfg aavery old hi%;tory. As T will point out in a moment
there are most interesting archmologi(.:al evidences there, show-
ing that it was actually founded in B.C. 315, when Cas_—
sander, one of the generals, and a successor of 'Ale:{zil}dm,
built it; he married a half sister of Ale'xand.er, named Thes-
salonika, and called his capital after his w:fe—fa very pro-
- thing to do! . )
1mlP;ul %mded there in 52 A.D., but he did not get a very
good reception, you will remember, and had to go on to
Bercea, where his reception was better. : -
The Bulgars held the city for a while, but their power
was shattered in the 10th century, and they have been strug-
gling ever since to capture it. The Crusaders also took it, in
the 12th century. During the Fourth Crusade, the: Normans
conquered the district, and founcled1 an independent Norman
kingdom. Later the Serbians, the Turks, the Venetians, pos-
sessed it. TFinally it became Tﬁrklgh in 1432, and- remained
a part of the Turkish Empire until 1913, when the: Greeks
tO_(}lf :Eost interesting period of its history was in.1492, V\Il’hﬁll
Tews came from Spain and Portugal, being driven out .by the
Inquisition. They came in large numbers and settled in Sal-
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onika and other cities of the Levant, but Salonka was peculiar-
Iy a Jewish settlement, so that to-day you see Jewish names over
the shops, but they are names of 4 Spanish type. All through the

town these Spanish names are seer

1, and the ordinary language
of commerce there is Spanish, of the old type, the medizeval

type, different from modern Spanish, Of course they all speak
French, - as the Jews of Paris established schools, and Paris
was the natural place for Salonikan Jews to go for their edu-
cation. There are about 100,000 Jews in Salonika, out of a
population of 175,000. So they mean a very great deal in the
city. . '

A very interesting part of the Jewish population is the
so-called “Deunmel.” 'In the 16th century a “Messiah” from
the Levant came to Salonika, and got g tremendous following
there. Subsequently he became ambitious and set y
dom of ‘his own. The Turks took him to Const
where he embraced, willingly or not i
danism. There are fifteen or twent

antinople,
s uncertain, Mohamme-
y thousand of these so-
publicly Mohammedans
€ said to practise Jewish -
one celehrated example, Enver
Committee of Union and Pro-
y is composed of Deunmeh, who-

and go to the mosques, but at home ar

~rites.  Zangwill mentions
Pasha. A Targe part of the
gress of the Young Turk part
live at Salonika,

The city’s most recent history you know. The Committee
of Union and Progress became strong after the Turkish Revo-
lution, in which revolution all the various vicissitudes of the
Turkish Government of that time centered. To a large extent
the Macedonians are members of the Young ‘Turk Party,
Finally in 1913 the Greeks took the city from the Turks

‘here was a smiall fight in the streets one day, and they threw

when one gets back some thirty miles from the tow
Mmountainous country. Monastir, Florina,
horthwest, Monastir just a little beyond Iis
of forty miles from Toronto. Lake Doir.
boundary, comes about Beeton, south of

1 it is all
Orsova, are to the
towel, at a distance
an, on the Serbian
Camp Borden. The

¥

p a king-
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i is comi from Lake Simcoe, across Lal«ge
Struma rlv’fﬂésﬁgﬁggg q[g:icn is described in the papers Ehls
Scug(}ng. is taking place not far away from that dlsmcti
morn;ag which the Bulgars took, is a short distance befvmll
%:t‘;?'bl;ro’. That will give you some idea of the size of the

district.

Mount Olymptlé, of which we are 1j|ather proud at fSalO{liIk}E:;
is just in the Niagara peninsula. It is about 9’000, 1 eet Lgb'é
:_Sng'[ on a clear day its triple top, for it }ll_las JEh(geie pe.:tl ks, 1(?:’211011
' i Faimi - mpus; | ,

: a is a flat pyramid to the south o ympt ;
?;:nd’og’issee. Olyt}q{us and all the other mountains are all
-covered the greater part of the year. _ . "
Sm]JEv:c(I:coon the peninsula is Mount Athos. On the Pld]_n,l gli ada
ually rising to the Struma, the troops are op;:ratmfg }z:.o 1%1 h
sem?circle. That, I think, gives youtlsome ntouoll:e?e (Eui %I e

to the west, w (

» . The appearance of the country ho west, where our Hos-

i ‘when we landed in November, is s .
pital taitics h is the great sweep of the Vardar
the prairies; south there is great pep of the Vardar

‘ 3 -acteristic of the whole of t
marshes. A very striking charact vaole of that
s ia is the twmuli, as large as is ,
part of Macedomd B lig out these tumuli to -forin
should think. One used to dig 1 to form
itati - The French and Tommies
habitations for the troops. omimics used

- to excavate, They live i :
them because they wete easy to e pey live in the
iggi farther down find archzeologica }
o dlggmg . is hardly touched yet archaeologic-
) yet arc Iy
beneath them. The place is hardly to t pieologts
i articles have been broug ¥y
ally. However, a number o jcles b prought out by
iti i e ical collection in charg
the British and placed in an archaolog Charge
ardner don, a war volunteer, a :
of Professor Gardner, of London, : iched
i d by the French area are |
to the navy, while those foun R
from the Sorbonne, attache
charge of a French professor Sorbonne, attached to
h' regiment. They are all gathere g . -
iegrglmeyce%léean and premycenzan times is found at the bot
mt of these tumuli. i L )
tmgrgfessor Gardner kindly shows the s1ghts_to _'vlsltors.th'i[{ﬁ
showed me one rather inter(istilég, am}; IAiam ﬁlgclal:le?v htioch hgd
iq i exa \
rather unique memorial of the days o h d
i : line of trenches. It was
been dug up in constructing a s L 2
; f the top of this table w
marble tablet, about the size 0 | _ his d
y : d be readily-interpreted.
sly cut Greek characters which cotl 1
(Iif e‘Eml*rned out, when Professor Gardner got the dirt cleai}eg
off it, to be a memorial to an army contractor who supplie
the a;“mies of Alexander the: Great. . Itfwfas s_ald lfgefzgai?lg
i in ti ine
the memorial was that “in times of fam
1f)(c))1(-)r ]and he supplied the army with the be’ft goclmds,’ alin the
lowe,st rate, nad never took an‘undue profit.” I don’t know
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that that is unique, but it is certainly unique that it should
be put on a tombstone, ;

So much- for the archzology. One could talk a long time
about it, but I have not much time left, and T want to speak
of the Hospital, |

We arrived on November the 8th, and were put into tents
on' rising ground overlooking the Monastir Road, or Via
Ignatia, that Roman read from Durazzo through Salonika to
Constantinople. It is a most interesting place, with natives
passing up and down, and we are in an ideal spot to see all

that is going on in the district, about six miles from the town.

, We had the patients and the Administrative office in Hubert
tents, Canadian made. We took them with us, and they
accomplished their purpose well. Behind, on higher ground,
were the nursing sisters, in Indian tents, which were much
better, Beside them were the officers and men of the unit, ins
bell tents. One might think they were uncomfortable, but
I. may say that was the most comfortable winter—except
occasionally—I ever passed. I always bad had an ambition to
spend a winter up north in the Nipissing district, amid the
snows of Northern Ontario. I never expected to camp in the
snow in Macedonia. But it was only when it was really bad
weather that one suffered. That is, when the wind came down
from the Balkans or the Albanian hills it was very cold, us-
ually accompanied with snow. It was very trying with the
rain, wind and the flopping tents; but that was not for lorg.
‘The wild flowers came out in February, the whole plain was
doited with anemones, and up in the hills there were the most
wonderful orchids and wild flowers of all kinds, -

"When the fighting was more intense it always brought in
more wounded. At one time we had as many as twelve or
thirteen hundred patients.. When the spring came.on, con-
ditions improved. The sanitary condition of the troops was
good, the amount of sickness very small, and for two or
‘three months we had very little work, There were the ordin-
ary camp casualties but not many serious illnesses to treat.

Qur situation at first, close to the Monastir Road, near to
the Vardar marshes, was not very good, owing to the proximity
of the marshes, breeding grounds for the Anopheles mosquito,
which carries malaria. So the War office decided that we must
be moved, and in May we were transferred on the east side
of the city, in eighty-two or eighty-three huts, these serving as
hospital wards for patients, and laboratory and administration
huts, huts for the officers, nursing sisters. and men of the
unit.” It made a large town of huts. The hiits had' red-tiled
roofs, as wood is scarce and there are no shingles. Fach
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hut has windows at each side, and a door at each end; the
accommodation was good. In the ward huts there was a small

room for the nursing sister, with a sort of diet kitchen -and

itary arrangements at the end. . . )
Sa%ﬁ zvere sit%:ated on the main road which the British engin-
eers had built, along which the ambulances brought the sick
and wounded. When the sick were to be removed from the
tent hospital the ambulances formerly went to the wharf, some
six miles away ; but now the lighters from ships come straight
to the bospital wharf, and in that way the British engineers by
building 2 mole have made it possible to save this six mile
ambulance trip, it is only a quarter or half a mile to the new
wharf, and the sick can be taken straight to the hospital ship.
The policy of the British authorities 1s to concentrate the
hospitals in this area, where the sick can be easily evacuated
to the ships. ) ) )

The work of the hospital is varied.” It is hard to give you
an idea of it. When we moved to the hut hospital the weather
was quite hot, generally about 102 in the shzfuile_. The British
soldiers complained bitterly, but we said, “T'his is what we
have in Toronto in August sometimes!” At any rate, it
was very hot weather for two weeks. At the same time, .
up country there were swarms of mosquitoes, so that when
1 left they were getting malaria cases from the front, and
some dysentery, that has given a good deal of work with
the ordinary camp casualties. The weather has become cool
again, though, and the last letters I have bad tell of its being
seventy or cighty degrees in the daytime, with cool nights, but
still T think the hospital is pretty full with casualties. It has
been increased in size, so that now we have 1,340 beds, instead
of the 1,000 beds with which we started.

We were well equipped, splendidly equipped, better than
any other hospital in the area. These supplies came from
Ontario, from Toronto, from the University, in which the
people supported us magnificently, enabling us to purchase
things other hospitals did not have. There was an enormous
quantity of dressings sent us by the women of the Univer-
sity and of the Women’s Canadian Club and of Toronto gen-
erally,—they supplied us with everything necessary, in every
particular, I think there was nothing lacking. If we wanted
anything, we got it, because we had the money. Naturally we
fed our patients well, so the Tommies liked to come to the
Canadian Hospital, and we got a great reputation.

I imagine the reason why we fit into that work so well and
have had stuch marked success is because we are a University

3
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company, especially brought together, and accustomed to work-

ing together at home. A letter from the chief Roman Catholic
priest with the British Expeditionary Force, who was living
with us during the winter, said that what struck him partic-

ularly,—and I think it is what especially impressed me,—

was the friendliness within the unit, as a University Corps.

‘A British Officer remarked “You people seem to have lived

together so long that you have got all the corners rubbed off;
while we in the other hospitals were just like a lot of new
dogs that just saw one another for the first time when we got
on the hospital ship!” There is a very distinct advantage in

our being all men associated in work at home.




