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(March 13, 1933)

The Significance of Hitler

By Dr. Warter KorscHNIG

- PrESIDENT CuaALMERS:—Your Grace, Sir Herbert, Dr.
Kotschnig, gentlemen, before I introduce the speaker of
the day, I should like to introduce one of the guests at our
head table, a friend of this Club who has on seven occasions
addressed us—>Sir Herbert Ames. Sir Herbert is in Tor-
onto to-day to address a meeting in Yorkminster Baptist
Church under the auspices of the League of Nations Society
in Toronto.

The speaker to-day will address us on a subject that has
occupied the second pages in our newspapers. Tt seems to
me, we are living in an era when earthquakes, bank crises
or the establishment of a dictatorship have the front pages.
We may assume that banking in the United States will soon
be back to normal and that California will soon stop
quaking, then we shall be able to fix our attention on what
is going on in Germany.

Dr. Walter Kotschnig who is our guest to-day is, in my
opinion, rather well qualified to discuss “The Significance
of Hitler” which is the title of his subject. His work takes
him into many of the leading universities and brings him
here to-day. He is -General Secretary of the International
Students’ Service and he has an intimate knowledge of the
political and social developments in the different countries,
particularly in Central Furope. Like the new German
Chancellor he is an Austrian by birth. I have great pleasure
in asking Dr. Kotschnig to address you on the subject of
“The Significance of Hitler.”

Dr. Korscuwnic:—Mr. President, Your Grace, gentle-
men, your chairman had the kindness to authorize me to
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ntroduce my address which; in parts may be heavgt—_a_n
:thé?ess on ayrather heavy subject—by some light story ti
story which will give a ﬁttingt backg}ll‘%inciil ;-1;1 3ef-§:;fse,tl1e
m going to say—a story W .
3::11‘?::)1115 Zatignalgattitudgs that we are confro_nted witl‘liJ otfl;
day in the world. It is a story_whmh, I think, “{ases "
in Geneva. We need a little bl_t of 1}umor, at t1r{1t : N
order to relieve the tension which exists the_ll‘e. tif; 2
story of the elephant—a story of how the vaug‘us n;man
wrote about the elephant—the Fnglishman, the Frenc an
the German, the Russian, the Canadian and, q(fl zmirse, the
man from the United States. They all decide OAv;rica
books about the eleI()lhant.HThiz Ifng_hs;};l:in EE;(;IE:;SS " hé
e went to India. e shot as y N
;ggsilﬁly could and took snapshots of t_hem, dea(_inanélr aél(:lf;
and came back and published a book with many i gstW s
entitled, “The Elephant—Where to Find Him an
1. - .
Sho'(;‘th?léerman went neither to Africa nor Indlle;,.b I}I{g
simply went to the National Library and obtzf.m?ld al'ttlgobit
on elephants he possibly could fmd and’also. rea "it{ lh tle it
of philosophy. After nine or ten years’ har dfyvqi ,hungre(}
duced a book—a work in three volumes 0 SII}—EI hundred
pages each, entitled; “The Introduct}on to the - 1& o Eter-
the Origin of the Elephant in Relation to Story Cou
Plo}fl%he Russian—the Russian just went home and 1sa,t dov::&
on the bed, smoked many cigdrettes, and afte}‘l gng“% i
profound reflection he -pl;bhshed a book entitled,
—_Does He Exist?”
Ele?ﬁﬂt there was the Frenchman. He went todtheri(&(::
and sat in front of the elephants and then produce 2 i
book of verses entitled, “I.’Elephant et Ses A~mou{§r.‘ -
The Canadian, I am told, was a man from. Txgpngs.
He went to the wheat Pool o lgok at the fatest (Ilué) a‘l‘% hé
then wrote a rather deﬁeslsu}cgf ar%{cﬁza?}’tlt ed,
nant-— ctive Market 1ot . 7
Ele%laﬂ%atﬁigzoiﬁz man from the United States thoughdtL
that syomething should be done about it. He started a car
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index system with red, yellow, blue, green and white cards.
He did not make much headway with the card index system
and then he produced a book which sold at five dollars each,
entitled, “Better and Bigger Elephants.”
T think this story does give a background to the speech
I am going to make and the things I am going to talk
about presently—a background in the sense that it shows
how confused a situation we have at the present time—
confusion which does, to a large extent, come back to the
national attitude in the various countries, When I received
your invitation to speak on Hitler and the situation in
Germany, I felt I was honored and grateful and, at the
same time, somewhat perturbed. THonored, because it is
a real privilege at any time to speak to a <club like the
Canadian Club which has an international standing. Per-
turbed, because it is not at all easy, at the present time, to
speak on the German situation. As a matter of fact, it is even
difficult to speak on that situation. It is not easy to analyse
that situation because the country is in such an utter state
of coniusion. Things are moving with such astounding
rapidity and 1 have been away now for over a month which
means I have not been able to follow very closely the most
recent developments. Newspaper reports, as one gets them,
are definitely inadequate, for the simple reason the freedom
of speech and the freedom of the press have heen suppressed
in Germany and that applies not only to Germany but to
foreign correspondents. It is dangerous, in a sense, to
speak on Hitler and his position for anyone who plans to
return to (sermany because, after all, it is passing now
through a phase of dictatorship and it has got all the weak-
nesses which characterize dictatorships anywhere—the de-
sire not to allow other men to express freely their opinions
and say anything which may not be in the interests of the
particular dictatorship. For this reason, you will appreciate
my difficulty. :

To understand what is happening in Germany, we have
to go back, for the moment, to the earlier beginnings of the
Hitler movement, and see what brought the movement into
existence. I think, the first thing is to be found in the
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Treaty of Versailles and subsequenily in the predication of
certain clauses by the Western powers. This Treaty meant
for Germany, the transition from one of the most power-
ful nations in the world to what is, in a sense, & second rate
nation with little power and with military and financial
restrictions.

That transition was altogether too sudden and it is per-
fectly understandable that a very radical movement should
have sprung into existence in “opposition to that Treaty
and the Hitler movement was one of them. The occupa-
tion of the Ruhr greatly contributed to the strengthening
of the nationalist feeling in Germany. The second reason
which helped the Hitler movement is to be found in the
economic distress of the German people. That despair, the
financial and economic difficulties go together, in a sense.
Anyhow there are whole classes in Germany which became
more and more poor classes. The hardship was felt par-
ticularly among the younger people who could not find any
employment. After all, Canada has seen her depression in
the last four years. The depression in Germany, with an
interval of two or three years hefore 1928, has lasted since
1918. In my own particular work 1 have come up against
this feeling of despair in universities. You have somewhere

between sixty and seventy thousand young graduates—
people who have gone through universities—who have
nothing to go to. It is not surprising to-day that seventy
per cent of the German students belong to the Hitler Party.
They think, in that way, they have found a means to bring
about' a change in their situation and in that of their
country. :

The restrictions put upon Germany fronl abroad and
the economic despair within Germany, 1 think, have to be

held largely responsible for the growth of the Hitler move-

ment, but we must take into account some other factors.

" The first one is the persomality of Hitler himself. Hitler
is one of the most powerful speakers 1 have ever heard.
Hitler uses all the means and tricks of a demagogue. He
'speaks a very simple language and Hitler is always in the
position of being in -opposition to the existing government.
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I itIeI‘ wher .
Titler, 1 he speaks, appears to off
. , ap s O . tai
He says in understandable : ‘ cr certain panaceas.

- fangu

of _ L guage we have ;

a1l cer ti’nn clauses in different treaties and eveng,?}s-to get rid
right. That is something the n ing’ will be

€r aIl([. ]:VEIl lf t}le gellf!] a.IIZathIlS WIIICll Hltler
uses

are wrong, it is more likely that he wi
ar ) s m e will go farth
Tersll;?er;s;lﬁ(ei é?)orghl(':lan who will talk abougt coﬁgﬁll‘eghan _a
s and cor Ig 1c3ted matters which the man on the stim;
(loes ot un stand, Of course, there are people i o
ji notho have not _fallgn under the spell of Hif?ler " e
Charﬂcterizgssﬁ; T_g is in cn‘culatlon in Germany which rather
it rozes Hit ei.l Tam quite sure that story is not tru
Lo sa’_id nde and, was speaking one day in Munich a,ng'
e ﬂ;e eis 13 powe1.fu1 speaker. He described the suffer:
o an nation, told them how the young peo )1-
o T %vh% up .an:d could not find employment, “Aln‘?
o o o fﬂlespons,l,ble for this?” he said. Silencé
el tell 3& " 1e]_]ew. Great applause and as the a .
planse died ¢ ggla. ittle voice cried out, “And the baker. .
poys.” S “W};t ei, Wh)’r’ the bakers’ boys?’ Said thS
One of, th St o e
impo thle mﬁst important causes, however,
importan Chae;n t e personality of Hitler are to be found
German nationa‘gf)e; ltsliec?acs)f g;rlll-l‘liﬂdpe?iple s, Ttlllé
‘ . le : ndred and fif ¥
Sie;z;tzdstliifc} alillﬂa spirit of dlscip_line, i a spiri:yogz“ﬁiin?iﬁ
oo o Wt kot e st no e
. .- " at i "
ilgtﬁl;‘ig; 1é10 I’clhe Germ_an people.  Germany ‘.7\1::;- tlll(zilaeilﬂgilvaz
e e -Scll;lptd army. Hitler uses those things. F ro{:n
e R gtile (;) . emanded authoritarian government and
military lines. Thiltn?smt% ?a?yorliani?d giS ) the German
1 . g offered to th -
Ei ep;e; So;rzli;]:grn_%‘ they really wanted. They Wailt(::d('}g;srgialj
fin extraordinalr y. 1 think that fact alone explains to OIL
joined the Hitlefvnlz:ir)gnl:;n?hlel}‘lllginiﬁns o iy e h;s;ve
7 | ' . e the ibili
;)St:[ arﬁghzgtl‘?igy being set up and of n)é\:reilitslziepﬁ?l?lglpty
cstabl 1 ithin the country. All these reasons t ?mg'
ese elements combined to bring Hitler power pgeren

€vVen more
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But with him there are two men, Von Papen and
Hugenburg—both men fundamentally different from Hitler
in their economic beliefs and in their idea of government.
Von Papen, it is well known, is a monarchist and would
like to see the establishment again of the Hohenzollern
dynasty in Germany. Hugenberg is the strongest represen-
tative of vested interests in the couniry. That is to say,
his interest is really with the maintenance of the old estab-
tished order. They tan absolutely counter to election
promises of Hitler who tried to introduce a new social
order. The formation of that particular combination is
altogether the work of Von Papen who has the full con-
fidence of Hindenberg. In a sense, it is a masterpiece of
political craftsmanship. Getting the idea, Von Papen and
Hugenberg, in their negotiations for the formation of a
new government, seem to have worked to get Hitler into
the position of leader—a position which. increased the ranks
of his followers. Everyone had been dissatisfied with the
unstable government in Germany for the last four or five
years. Secondly, they wanted to confer power upon him
with the understanding that within his government there
chould be men to prevent Hitler from carrying through
more radical measures and to prevent Tlitler from introduc-
ing a collectivist form of economic life. Tt was about the
last moment to bring about that combination. If Hitler
had been left alone much longer, he would have obtained an
‘absolute majority in the country with no one able to control
him. As it is, this combination has been established, Of
course, during the last election, I think Von Papen and
those who are with him, in a sense, sat back. T do not think
they expected that the power of Hitler would increase as it

did during the last election—so many additional Germans
voted for him; about forty-four per cent of the German
voters are on the side of Hitler,

1 think Hitler will remain in power together with Von
Papen and Hugenberg. That will mean that the govern-
ment is going to be stable. T cannot say very stable, It is
a government that, so far as economic policy at home goes,
will introduce a certain measure of control over economic
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enterprise in Germany. It is nothing new. After all
b}all'nks. in Germany have been controliged for a lg[ﬁlg iilﬁléf
shipping and railways have all been more or less under
ernment control. All that will be maintained. Ng gol?
important changes will occur. There will be no soci]:;?? y
Ell‘(ljln of property in _Gerr_nany—-—no expropriation of an kirzlz_
Lhe government will, in many ways, follow the eC();ll ic
ideas of Italian philosophies in exercising state controlormg
protecting vested interests in the country. Of course man
O}f the policies of the Hitler government will not apj eajﬂ:y
the younger people, and many of these unfortunat% i .
poverished middle classes will want something differe tm-
some forn} of state socialism—and possibly a good fr? ny
of them will return to the Communist group in the (:ounzfly
8: may be that within the next six or seven months tf?é
toogglﬁmnitl ll_v'é)rl;u;gop?wm:r zill increase from four and a’ half
to e ple. at is a mere esii -
it will not make the slightest difference tol Tl?:e;goljc?r‘ﬁs;‘r:rﬁ
aﬁ there is not going to be an election. Secondly, even if
the left parties in Germany should try to revolt a ainst {l
pHrEsentb regime, the three men Hitler, Von ngen anl(?
kingsgf e;'eg“;()lgave got the power vnecessa.ry to put down any
They have an armed olice force
Egular police force of abgut 40,000, 4%%)588,(32811?211;;
HItIer Storm Troogs and approximately 400,000 Stee?
elmets. That formidable lot of 1,000,000 is in:a, 081t
to holc!down the left wing parties in Germany. Tha]s maiOn
me bel'leve that the present government will re.main in f a
longI t1m'e—~t“;o, hﬁve or-ten years, o
In view of that situation, it may be interestin -
gl;tn QMhI:;I: ;;récgfh ef;reign.plo'fticy of1 that particularggjcc?vfa'li
. s L might say there has been a persistent
rumor of late that the present Minister of Forei p s
will be replaced by Von Papen. I think tl A Affall‘s
First of all, in the field of dis.arm T belionss llke_l}’.
;v:thou_t do;qbt, ’f‘%llo-w the same poﬁgeﬁgof)tggllﬁ;rebrlgv\izltllls’.
overnments. ey will claim full equali
They will demand that. Onece they qhavéyog‘faﬁéga ?ﬁzlzti

*Hugenberg is Director of Krupps.
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if they obtain it—they will push as hard as they can for
disarmament of other nations, not out of particular pacifist
leanings but hecause they know they are not strong enough
to arm up to the level of France or Great Britain. In other
words, the only other alternative to achieve is that the other
nations should disarm which is the policy of Ttaly, Italy
and Germany will collaborate very closely in that policy.
Then the second international policy is the umion of Austria
and Germany. lere again, there is no doubt that Hitler
will try to effect that umion of the two countries. How-
ever, in Austria the two ruling parties are opposed to the
union. Opposed to Hitler are those two parties represent-
ing four-fifths of the total electorate in Austria. T think
they wifl probably be in a position to resist this pressure
which will be put upon Austria for union. So, there again,
I do not think there are any very great changes to be
expected in the European situation.
Tn the field of economic policy, too, the present govern-
ment is not going to have a much different policy from
that of previous governments. They will try to obtain
industrial tariffs, but that is nothing new. In the field of
monetary arrangements, there are international currencies
and so forth. Again, the German government of Hitler
will collaborate with any measure which is as much as
previous governments have done. We must not forget, in
spite of the revolutionary appearance of the present gov-
ernment, the men who really determine the economic policy
of the country are the men who do want to protect
vested interests and have stability. They will collahorate
in any measure to clear up the confusion that exists in the
monetary system of the world. There is only one point, I
think, where the German policy, during the next Tew
months, will become more aggressive than the policies of
previous governments. The German Government, I think,
without douht, will put forward a very strong claim for
the rectification of certain German {rontiers and, certainly,
within the next few months, a very, strong, formal demand
will be put forward for the restitution of the Polish
Corridor. Tt is difficult to see what is going to happen in
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that field. I think only peaceful means will
. . b
Xftj ?}fgln with, Germany will invoke Article 19 2{8311;1%3;6&-
Polanfi sa{'nlg time, it is, of course, very unlikely that eithell'
or France, which stands behind Poland, will ac
te that request. WAL accede
e 'I];I;ietrl'e ai'e a.lrﬁady alliances existing in Europe which
fhe rectifcation of frontiers —a fight not peseerile o the
rs—a fight not necessarily i
;(;Ese of aBneW war. On the oge hand, Germ;;f)):, Iilt;lhe
rectlilﬁgj;g, ulfg?fr'ra, and Austria, all countries out for tgé
pectibeat OHO% . ﬁ:rg:éﬁt;i, lljlavg Cf}:taif arrangements, made
- 9. . and, the Little Entente, Checo-
ISa stW;I;l:, ‘iglr{r“l;ima, etc., have come closer together in the
If Germany does not obtain what s ‘tai
zlgei'ﬁ will be :nqre immediate danger ofhiv:‘:rrmtlﬁzncflilz?}enlig
he presen time.  Yet, while it is not possibl
(cj}zla.;gnwhat vlv(;ll happen, T should say it is Pnot 1i1§e1§0t15§t:
v isyﬂ:}n;o:tmhggst& v‘\;a;.e The miliffary strength of Ger-
] 8 jage a succe - i
f:I‘?lLIntr}es—_Fragce in partigcular. YeS::‘ }flz}i(:tfizcl)lna\gvailllnsri;tahiref
Frléamsfluazlon_ in Europe will be uncertain all the time.
o hat point of view, the situation is really hopeless.
itei sgﬂﬁjll;gel do ’_dgllnk thlere are ways and means by which
possible to lessen the tensi i ists 1
Europe and which is bound to grow. Sli)nbe‘i‘ggxlfceht}{fi S’f]?le;:
ga_ys_ and means lie in a_closer collaboration of Great
ritain, France and the United States, both in the field of
disarmament and in the field of economic policy. We muost
Eot_ forget—here I am coming back to what I said in the
eginning—radical movements have been born out of
despan'.—a world in utter confusion—a world in whiltlci OII
econotnic fo_rces_ seem .to be working against each othr;rZl
a world which is impoverished—is much more threaten_a
by danger of war than a world with a certain amount ef’
economic security; and a strengthening of the econom(?
order, at the present time, can only be brought about blc
collaboration between the three countries I have named Y
France, Great Britain and the United States—co]laboratio—n

o
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in the question of the settlement of debts—collaboration
with regard to monetary policies and collaboration in the
field of tariffs. Once such collaboration is achieved, there
is no doubt, much more economic stability will exist in the
world. o

Once that is achieved, Germany will collaborate in this
economic reconstruction of the world. Von Papen and
Hugenberg will see to that. That is one and the first step
—of course, a tremendous. step—which ought to be taken to
get the world away from the state of despair in which it
finds itself at the present time.

There ought to be more collaboration in the field of
disarmament, France, quite naturally, is afraid of a new
war. France feels threatened—feels not only her own terri-
tory is in danger but that the territory of her closest allies
is in danger. She knows if anything happens on the eastern
frontier, she will not be able to keep out of the conflict.
France, obviously, wants some more security. I think this
is quite understandable in view of the present European
situation, : :

That security she will only be able to have by way of
closer collaboration—by way of a pact or an agreement to
aid her in case of crises. She can only get that by way of
collaboration with Great Britain and the United States. It
should not be an alliance against Germany. These three
countries are the most stable countries in the world and
they should get together and work constructively for the
strengthening of the present economic order. Of course,
there is a certain tendency in Great Britain rather to seclude
itself from Furope and get away from European entangle-
ments. Here let me fell a story which illustrates the
significance of that attitude. After a storm in the channel
communications hetween Britain and the European Contin-
ent were cut off and the next day, I am told, an article ap-
peared somewhere, it may have been The Daily Mad,
entitled, “Storm in the Channel—Continent [solated.”

That attitude is not going to help in the present situa-
tion. - I think we are indeed bound for a new catastrophe
unless there is closer co-operation between I'rance, Great
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Britain and the United States. The peace of the world
1s threatened but the power to preserve it lies, af the present
tune, not so much in the hands of Germany, a country
which is in a fever heat and not in a normal state, but lies
really with the three countries I have mentioned, Great
Britain, France and the United States.

CrAIRMAN CHALMERS :—Dr, Kotschnig, it is very evi-
de_nt to you the impression your remarks have made upott
this' audience. Let me refer to that story you told at the
beginning. T think that the next occasion you tell it, you
should add something about the Austrian. I think the title
of the book would be something like, “The Elephant—A
IIjIL_wd”Account of What You Really Want to Know About

im,

Dr. Kotschnig has given no evidence of any prejudice
of bias in his approach to any of the countries. This is due
to the fact that he is travelling constantly round the world,
to the fact that his home and headquarters are in Geneva
and to the third fact that he married a Welsh girl. The
clarity and brilliance of his English is a result of the fact
that in his home English is spoken constantly.

Dr. Kotschnig, we thank you for your address. We

hope that on your next visit you will come and give us
another one,




