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fO ctober 14th, :1912. )

The Brock Centenary
By Cor. Grorgg T'. DENISON AND V1scouNt MILNER*

T a special meeting of the Canadian Club, held on the
14th October, 1912, Col, Denison said: . ,

My, Chairman, My Lord, and brother members of the
Club,—It is with great pleasure that I take advantage of this
opportunity of saying a few words on behalf of our great
national hero. 1 do not propose giving you any account in
detail of the battle of Queenston Heights; it has been done
carefully and well in all the press through the past few days.
But I would like to take up a point which I think of the very
greatest importance fo the Canadian people, and which L
think should be understood clearly and well by all our people;
. and that is, the exact condition of affairs in this country on
the opening of that war. No one can form any proper or
correct, impression of the greatness of Brock’s character,
. unless he understands fully the conditions under which he
lived, the difficulties he faced, the apathy that blocked his -
path. I want to let you understand exactly what those condi-
tions were in this country. .

General Simcoe came here in 1702. He had with him a
number of the United Empire Loyalists, loyal fighting men
- of the Revolution, who had abandoned theit homes in the
United States, and had settled in different spots along the
frontier, in Glengarry, a few around Kingston, a good many
around the Bay of Quinte and around Toronto, a good many
on the Niagara frontier, and a few in the counity of Norfolk,
and westerly, One of the most distinguished families of those
who settled in Norfolk is represented here with us t6-day,
I am glad to see, in my friend Col. Ryerson, ' -

{ When these Loyalists had been here ten,of twelve years,
and had got homes for themselves in the wilderness, Governor
Sitmcoe was anxious to get more population in-this province,

* Colonel George Taylor Denison needed no introduction to his
fellow members of the Canadian Club, Joseph Chamberlain excepted, he
has done more than any other man living for the Imperial cause now so
dear to the hearts of Canadians, This was the opinion expressed by Lord
Milner two or three years ago, and thinking men echo it. Viscount Milner
himself is ‘an old friend of the Ganadian Club as was indicated by the
" exceptionally warm welcome extended to him on this occasion,
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the number stated as seventy-seven thousand, Of those of the

" ages from sixteen to.sixty there were really about eleven

thousand able-bodied men capable of bearing arms, but in the
districts I have mentioned, the forces able to fight, according
to Dr. Canniff, numbered some nine thousand. General
Brock had a force of fifteen hundred regular troops, and
there were about three thousand in Lower Canada. But he
was short of arms: he lacked munitions of war; these were
all distributed; he lacked money; there was no specie in the
country ; and the Hnglish Government was hardly able to do
anything to help him, . These are things that people do not
usually remember. We talk of the great victories of Welling-

ton in the Peninsula: certainly we did have victories, and came
. out on top; hut the English for many years were engaged

in a life and death struggle against the greatest soldier and
strategist, I suppose, the world has ever seen; and the armies
of Furope were practically under his control. Look at the
early part of the Peninsular War: you remember, that in 1809
the French drove Sir John Moore to Corunna; he had to
embark his army and go back to England; in 1810 Wellington
had to fall back on his lines at Torres Vedras, where he was
protected Dy his fortresses and by his fleet alongside; in 1811
he was obliged to retreat to the Portuguese frontier; in 1812,
even after the battie of Salamanca, he was obliged to retreat
from Burgos; the English wete struggling; everything was
going hard, and all was uncertain, unsettled. Fven the battle
of Salamanca could not have encouraged Brock, for he could
hardly have heard of it in his lifetime; it was fought in
August, and it would have taken six weeks or two months
for him to get news of it, as in those days it took so long
to send communications. B :

That was the state of affairs in Furope at the time. The
English population was double then what we have in Canada
to-day, about sixteen million, In the fight with Napoleon they
increased their National Debt from £250,000,000 to £750,000,-
ooo—they increased it by £500,000,000! And that with a small
country of sixteen million people! They placed that burden
upon themselves and upon their posterity, to presetve the free-
dom of the British Empire for themselves and for us! That
is a great thing to think about. When you have a people
that will undertake a burden of £750,000,000—and that is
between $3,000,000,000 and $4,000,000,000,~it will give you
some idea what our fathers and statesmen were willing to
do for the freedom of Great Britain.
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here in this little village, He heard about the emissaries and
traitors who were going through the country trying to spread
doubt, and hesitation among his people.

He called his Parliament together to help him. ‘They met
in this city on the 27th July, 1812, and he spoke to them. He

" asked them for legistation to help him, the repeal of the
- Habeas Corpus Act, the Oath of Abjuration Bill, and one or

two other things, What happened? Under the leadership of
Willcocks and Marcle, and some others, the House was timid,
and Brock was unable to get anything done. But in one or
two days—on the second day after his speech to the House---
T cannot tell you this as fact, one must judge from the cir-
cumstances—but probably finding out the feeling of the House,
he ordered on the z2gth of July, two days after the House
met, a parade of the volunteers of this district, the County of
York, about four hundred in number. He made them a
speech, He said he wanted to know how many were willing -
to follow him, in this province or out of it, and asked such
to step to the front. The whole four hundred of the York
men stepped to the front! And gentlemen, you will excuse
me when I say it, I am proud to say that every able-bodied
man of my family in those days was in that force. That was
one of the most important. little incidents that happened. For
that decisive, loyal backing up that these men gave to Brock
counted for much, he found the men of this little village and
outskirts on his side. He waited day after day for his Par-
Hament to help him, but they were doing nothing, they were
wasting fime, talking, in fact, eight days about the repealing
of a clause in the School Bill. To a man of Brock’s wonderful
energy and impetuosity that was most trying. I can imagine
how he must have felt, Ile waited until the 3rd of August,
then he prepared a minute to be read to his Council—a little

- council of five or six men, United Empire Loyalists. That

record, I may perhaps read to you, for I do not think you
will find it in any book of history. It was discovered by Col.
Cruikshank in the Archives twenty years ago, and it is casually
referred to in Tupper’s history. This minute, whiech he laid
before his Council, gives a vivid picture of his -difficulties,

He says:
That the House of Assembly, instead of prompt
exertions to strengthen his hands for the government
of the militia, providing for security from internal

treason by the partial suspension of the ITabeas Corpus
Act, authorizing a partial exercise of martial law con-
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The council adjourned until the next day for consideration,
and then decided-to prorogue the House and declare martial
law. He held he had power to do that under his commission
from his King. On the 5th of August that was done. But
before it was done there was a splendid ringing appeal to the
people of Canada, appealing to their loyalty, issued by the
House—because,, fortunately, the traitors must have disap-
peared, knowing this thing was going to be done. Willcocks,
Mallroy and Marcle, and many disloyal men, deserted to the
enemy’s forces. Willcocks was killed in the battle of Fort
Erie in 1814, commanding a regiment in the Yankee army.
Marcle became a major in the same regiment as Willcocks.
But when Brock had power, had martial law, and was in com-
mand, he was able to stop that kind of thing; those who were
loyal came over to him, and those that had wanted to be
neutral were won over to be adherents, while those whe were
hostile and did not -want to becotne adherents were put into
prison. And I want to say this, which is known as a fact,
that on that day, when PBrock died, one hundred years ago,
at the head of 1go men at Queenston Heights, he had left in
the jail and the court house in Niagara, three hundred traitors
and aliens in prison, under the guard of sixty old men and
invalids who were able to keep them in subjection while the
others went to the battle of Quicenston Heights,

Can anyhody, knowing that, and understanding the position
Brock was in, have any other feeling but be lost in admiration
at the bravery, the pluck, the determination shown by him, in
taking into his own hands the control of affairs, and doing
exactly the right thing at the right time? It was announced
that any people wishing to leave Canada might do so, but if
they stayed here after the 1st of January, 1813, and were not
serving in the militia, they would be iried as spies and put to
death. Seven of those men were hanged at Ancaster.

. On the 6th of August, Brock started for Detroit, taking
with him about one hundred of the York Volunteers, of the
Flank Companies. During the whole spring Brock had done’
a great deal to sirengthen his forces by means of those com-
panies. He directed that two of these Flank Companies were
to be formed for every regiment, and they were to drill six
days in each month, for which they got no pay, and no uni-
forms. 'They were ordered to provide themselves with some
sort of short jacket or coat, and a round hat; that was all their
uniform. - Nearly one-fourth of their time was given up to
drill, for nothing. They knew it, they volunteered for it, and
they did it! Brock writing to Gen. Prevost said there was
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Mr. Chairman, Col. Denisen, awd Gentlemen:

I did not come here intending to make a speech, and 1
T shall get into trouble for making, not a speech, but
ihe few remarks which 1 propose to address to you; because
T have been invited to speak to Canadian Clubs in other places,

. but- have uniformly refused, saying that this is a private visit

T am on, and I am not intending to make any addresses.
Flowever, I think the most cantankerous critic will admit that
1 have been put to-day in a position in which it would not
have been possible for me to decline to miake thesé few®
remarks. . :

I esteem it a very great privilege to have happened by
accident to be in Toronto just the very day, or rather the
day before Col: Denison was about to address you on the
subject of Brock. The moment I heard of the proposed
address, T felt that I could not lose the opportunity of list-

' ening to it, because not only is Brock one of. the great heroes

of English history, but one of the least generally appreciated.
Certainly he is very well known in Canada, but not half as

“well through Great Britain or other parts of the British Ein-

pire as he ought fo be. .

T should be glad any time to join in any tribute to the
memory of so great a man, but [ was specially attracted by
the thought that I should have the privilege of hearing his
praises from the mouth of a man who is perhaps more than
any other man living qualifiel to speak his praises and
appreciate his struggles. I am sure that there was not one

' of those three or four hundred men who stepped forward,

among whom his ancestors were known, who was not
animated by the same kind of patriotic spirit, which we have
learned to admire in the speaker of to-day. I do not know
any man in the British Empire better qualified to give us an
account of what Brock really did, and to analyze the merit
of his great achievement, which was not merely a military
victory, for he was not only a great commander—he was
more than that, a great patriot and a great statesman.

And, gentlemen, in voting a unanimous measure of thanks
to Col. Denison, you will all most gladly accord him the
warmest possible vote of thanks for the interesting address
he has made us to-day, all the more interesting because he
has not followed the beaten track of laundation of Brock’s
victory, but because he has given us an insight into some of
the very peculiar conditions with which he was confronted,
conditions such, I think, as none of us have paid attention to,
and certainly were never realized by myself until just now.

.
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He has given us interesting and instructive, details of that
great career, and made some very illuminating references to -
the conditions of the Empire at the time when that great
struggle took place. I think it has been said Dy every com-
petent historian that the war in which Brock fell was in the
first place unnecessary, and in the second place unfortunate,
and one in which the result was disappointing to both parties,
Great Britain and the United States, and that we have not
loved to dwell upon these details. I think in the main that
is true. But one compensating feature about that war was
what it did for the national spirit of Canada. It was in a
senge the beginning of Canadian history, as we think of Cana-
dian history nowadays, and it was certainly a grand beginning,
a great memory and a great tradition, that a people so small
as Canada’s population was at that time, a people so untrained,
taken by surprise as they were, were able to give such an

. account of themselves against the forces of a great country.
. Both branches of the people, those of English and those of

French origin, contributed to the common defence of their
couniry. 'Therefore they have a’common memoty to look back
upon.

It is a great tradition in another way, because the trinmphs

* of ‘that war were British Canadian triumphs, and though it

occupies a far greater place necessarily in Canadian than in
British history, after all the leader in that war, and many of
those who conttibuted to that victory, were Britons from the
home land. And it was therefore a good beginning in a way,
becautse it represented a struggle in which Canadian-British
and Canadian-French, also British from the home country,
stood shoulder to shoulder to face the common enemy. It
has been my good fortune to witness a similar combination of
forces in another great erisis of the Empire, in which Canada
was not immediately interested, but in which Canada came to
the aid of the mother country. There were many things in
Col. Denison’s speech which reminded me of some conditions
e}}lcisting‘ in South Africa and the events of the great struggle
there. : ’

But we won't linger on these by-points to-day. I have
already dwelt too long upon them, and I call upon you to give
a very hearty vote of thanks to the speaker of the day, who
has illustrated a great period of vour history, dorie honor to
the memory of a great man, and recalled certain lessons of
permanent value to British people, whether they live in this
country or in any other portion of the Empire.




