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(February 10, 1934)

Western Extravagance
" By Dr G. G. SEDGEWICK.

CHATRMAN Arscort: — Dr. Sedgewick, our speaker
today, is from Vancouver, but I think he should be
described as another of the famous Bluenoses of Canada
who has gone West and made.good. We, 1in Torontc_;,
know how many prominent citizens we h;‘we _who Wel;‘.
originally from Nova Scotia. Dr. Sedgewick is head .01
the English Department of the University of British
Columbia and he is delivering the Alexander Lectures at
the University of Toronto this weelg. This famous coursff:
of lectures on English has been delivered by a number o
famous scholars from different parts of the world.  Dr.
Sedgewick is the first Canadian to give this course. I}?
British Columbia he is considered an :11.‘1th01‘1ty on English.
He is going to speak to us today on “Western Extia,vafg—
ance.” Now, in Toronto, we have some ideas of govern-
ment extravagance. [ do not know whe‘Eher he is go\x)r\;g
to talk about that or just extravagance in general. e
have suffered from extravagance :;(nd we will see what the

is suffering. Dr. Sedgewick. _

WE%RI.S SEDGEW%-[CK:—QThaHk you, Mr. Chairman and
gentlemen, for your kind reception of me. The cue for
this so-called address was given by no less a person than
the Prime Minister some threc weeks ago in Toronto. hl
am afraid, however, this is going from the sthme to the
ridiculous. T was tempted for a moment to give the name
to this so-called speech, “The Still_ Small Voice After I\‘SIhe
Earthquake.” T suspect that is little compliment fo r.
Pennett and little compliment to myself. For the yo_ung{ex
men present you will find the reference for that in 1Ist
Kings, 19th Chapter, Tor the ’bene-ﬁt of others you can
name it “A Tune on Penny Whistle.”

T
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This is the first time, gentlemen and Mr, Chairman,
that this Club has been so unfortunate as to hear a com-
mon garden man of the street talk to you. This is an
unusual experience which, no doubt, you will never desire
to have repeated. 1T speak with no knowledge whatsoever
and no responsibility whatsoever. I am speaking' just like
a man on the street — ignorantly — about these things.
This is how the other part of the world— the submerged
tenth—think in the West. Mr. Bennett’s speech, if T may
extend a compliment from my humble position to so great
a person—was a very timely speech —a speech in a very
admirable tempo indeed. T utter these words of praise
without a thought of any prejudice, because my political
camp—if any—is very remote from Mr. Bennett’s. But
the speech gave me the cue for this man-in-the-street-
address to you today. I would like to present to you just
this very common opinion that the Western extravagance
of which we hear very much in the West, is when you look
into it, perhaps not so much extravagance as vou might
think. T am going to try to suggest to you two or three
things which make a man-on-the-street, like myself, feel
that way, What Mr, Bennett's motives were in talking T
do not know but I suspect that he got some suggestion of
his own from the Conference of Canadian Prime Minis-
ters at Ottawa.. His speech followed very closely on the
heels of that Conference. I picked one thing from the
newspaper that may possibly have given him a cue. It
was an ttem on one of our elder statesmen who said some-
thing to this effect: that it is high time that the part of the
Dominion which paid 80% of the taxes should have rather
more considerable voice in how the money-of the Dominion
should be spent. ‘

The second T read in a bank report—I pause here to
say I read bank reports, but very much in the spirit of
the Ethiopian minister who was approached by the Apostle
Philip and said he was reading the Book of the Prophet
Isaiah but did not understand what he read. You will find
that reference in the 8th Chapter of the Acts of the Apos-
tles. At-any rate a phrase went something like this in one

bank report: “Wheat mining in the West must stop.” I
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nothing at all about wheat, commerce, or trade: I
frigg someﬂ%ing about English style. These two things
quite possibly gave Mr. Bennett his cue. Before 1 go Ntlm
with my talk I would like to refer to these two things. 1{._
Bennett told you in Toronto that the two million people o
the West had succeeded in producing ten 'thousand million
dollars of wealth during the Jast generation. T have not
an inventory of what Mr. Bennett bases his ﬁgures-or{.
It may have been given in the address an(.l not reported.
But the common man in the West wonders just where that
wealth all is. He wonders whether or not part of that
wealth is not controlled in districts east of Winnipeg. We
wonder if a humble part of the eighty per cent. of taxes
that you are fortunate enough to be al?le to pay here, gloes
not come from districts west of Winnipeg. That is a
gentle unprovocative suggestion. We suspect that a CE‘iI-
tain small amount of this 80% of taxes comes from the
East. One of my friends in the West, who is an econo-
mist, says a great deal of the wealth of the East comes
from the exploitation of the West. I am not gomng to use
such offensive language but T am going to suggest tha}t a&
certain small -part of the 80% of taxes that comes f1qm
districts not very far away, may possibly have had 1t?
source in the not very remote past from districts wes;c:l (1)1
Winnipeg-—from the wheat fields, from.t_he salmonb. sh-
eries, the logging camps and mines of British Colurtp.xa,d ,
Eight or nine years ago I. happened to be on a friend’s
ranch at Saskatchewan, He has been producing wheat—
wheat mining—under pressure of bank mortgage. NOT
that case, no doubt, was unique. But I \:von_der how 11’111(21
of the pressure indulged in, in wheat mining 1s not Westmb th
shortsightedness but partly a product of gentle and unob-
trusive pressure in the region of the banks: . :
Now, I am going to suggest, very I_)neﬂy, very t?l‘lt?-
tively and very humbly, four or five things VthCh help .0
show me, a prejudiced Westerner, that possibly Westellln
extravagance is not quite as much extravagance as it really
appears to be. T am going to make an adm1ss1on,- at once,
that there is no doubt that the West has been extiavagaﬁlt.
We have spent money like drunken sailors. 1 use that
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word advisedly because I have seen that operation pro-
ceeding on the water fronts of Halifax and Vancouver.
And I know how it is done. I have certain memories that
charges of extravagance have been made against govern-
ments east of Winnipeg. I come very close home because
this is an unprovocative and humble speech, but I have
memories of exiravagance, etc, playing a large part in the
Ontario election of 1905 and of extravagance playing a
part in the Quebec election in the middle nineties. You
will all have forgotten the distressful details, I am mot
coming closer, gentlemen, except to remind you that the
charge of extravagance has been levelled against govern-
ments and communities and institutions in the Fast as well.
I make that admission—we have spent money extrava-
gantly and we are paying the price for it, and no doubt,
you, out of the 80% of the taxes you are paying, are like-
wise helping us to bear that burden. 1 want to suggesi
four or five things which, at any rate, help me to mitigate
that term extravagance, when I use it about ourselves in
the West. First, the so-called extravagance is a small
part, pethaps, of inheritance of our history in British
Columbia. It is not so very long ago that money it Van-
couver, Victoria, in British Columbia-—1I speak of British
Columbia because I know it best—did not mean the same
thing that money meant in Toronto and Montreal. Now,
I cannot speak in big figures you are accustomed to. I
am only a school teacher, T speak in the terms of monthly
board and the running of a Ford car and that sort of thing.
Let me give you a humble illustration. T went out
West in 1905 to teach school at Nanaimo. I wrote back
home and said I had got board and lodging for $30 a
month and I got a telegram from home in Nova Scotia.
Now, telegrams were never sent from Nova Scotia in
1905 except under dire compulsion or moving passion.
The telegram read: “Change boarding house. OQutrage-
ous. Letter following.” The telegram could be read in
two ways. [ read it in the latter and the letter was sent.
But the point of the telegram was well taken for in Nova
Scotia T had very good board and lodgings for $2.50 a
week, and in 1905 in Toronto, you could get very com-
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fortable lodgings for between $20 and $25 a mo_nth. The
point was well taken. But perhaps in Nanaimo that
was not extravagant. It was very good board and lodge-
ings. Or another small example. In 1905 T returned to
Toronto. It was my only contact in a long life with.
genuine civilization, I came to Toronto for a briel term
as a school teacher and the morning I got off the train at
the old Union Station in front of the Queen’s Hotel, a
newsboy sold me three newspapers. In my large Western:
way, not feeling I was doing much, I gave the boy three
nickles. The newsboy stopped, startled for a moment,
then ran after me and said—this is a mark of dire passion
in Toronto in 1907—he said, “God, sir, don’t you wart
your change?’ Now, these are just little signs of this
suggestion I am trying to make to you that money 1n
Rritish Columbia in 1905 did not mean what money meant
here. It was, so lo speak, as if British Columbia were
a foreign country as compared with this, and hetween those
two countries there was an exchange rate. -1 used to
enquire of a bookseller in Vancouver why I had to pay $2
for a book T got in Toronto for $1.50. ITe made the
reply that is was on account of freight rates. . I am not
going to discuss this. “That way madness lies.” (Laugh-
ter).

)I want to point out just this, that money spent in Van-
cotver, up to a comparatively late date, did not meam the
same as money expended in Montreal, Toronto and Hali-
fax— that the level of money was different. That you can
take into account. The expenditure of a million dollars in
1900 or 1910 in Vancouver did not have the same meaning
as an expenditure of a million in Toronto. )

Now, this is a very simple proposition. 1 put 1t out
just as a suggestion. Tt is very closely connected .w1th my
second suggestion, That is this. That expenditures 1n
British Columbia are really greater than they are n
Toronto, in Ontario.

When a road has to be buiit, it costs more money, €vern
when there is no difference of exchange, so to speak. But
huilding in British Columbia is to this day more expensive
than building in Ontario. For what reason [ do not know.

1934] WESTERN EXTRAVAGANCE 329

But it is so. The physical conditions make an expensive
building very much costlier than an expensive building
here. A hundred miles of road in the neighborhood of
Vancouver costs more money than a hundred miles af
road in any part of Ontario except the new northern
parts, I dare say. Take that into consideration when you
are thinking of Western extravagance, If we have to
have roads, and they are a necessity, they are going to
cost more than similar necessities do here.

There is still another suggestion I would like to make:
Western community life is very much more transient than
community life is in Ontario and the Maritimes. Com-
munities grow more rapidly and they disappear with equal
rapidity. British Columbia is only a generation and a
half old, but the Province is dotted over with deserted
mining and logging camps. I have experience of that. In
1905 I drove from Nanaimo to a deserted mining town
called Wellington, which had been deserted five or six
years. It had been a town of one thousand five hundred
to two thousand people and just vanished from off the
face of the map. The coal mine had proven nuprofitable
and the people went away. Wellington went out of busi-
ness as an income producer, and that is true all the
Province over, All of you have heard of the town of
Roslyn. It is famous for minning the-world over. I
rather suspect that Roslyn, in its prosperous days, contri-
buted to the 8% of the taxes which Toronto and Mont-
real are still paying. It is possible. I do not know. Ros-
Iyn is now only a shadow-—a shade of a shadow. There
is nothing in Roslyn except a few houses and a few people.
The mines are closed. Roslyn was a town of three thous-
and to four thousand in its heyday. It was the town
where famous Joe Martin, addressing the citizens in the
Altan Hotel, referred to them in his kindly fashion as a
bunch of dress-suit hoboes — the dress-suit for extrava-
gance and the hoboes for the transients. . That is the sort
of thing that is happening and it is going to continue to
happen. Now, I suggest that this has a bearing possibly
upon the question. of Western extravagance. A big town
is built and, in the course of twenty years, in ordeér to keep
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its head above water, it has got to come through with very
large expenditures for school buildings, roads, etc., and
the twenty years of its life are not nearly sufficient to give
any chance for that capital expenditure to be recouped.
And that is caused by necessity, not from wastefuiness or
extravagance, but again, let me repeat, necessity.
Now, there is a third suggestion that I.push out tenta-
tively which perhaps may mitigate the idea of British
Columbia extravagance. 1 approach this one with consid-
erable trepidation. It is possible that some part, a small
part, no doubt, of Western extravagance, has heen due to
a certain amount of what I have referred to already as
gentle unobtrusive pressure from interests east of Winmi-
peg. Let me take a hypothetical case. The town X
where a big mine is heing developed. Or ano‘gher hypo-
thetical case, a fishing village which is convenient for a
cannery. I cannot name specific towns. I am just suggest-
ing this might be possible. The mining camp or fishing
village is fifty, sixty, one hundred and ﬁft}.r miles away
from anywhere. That mining camp is going to have
invested in it many millions of dollars from New York or
British money and quite rightly so—the great beneficence
of the Province—each taxpayer bearing the torch of civil-
ization into the wilds — interests that have great claims
upon our attention. But a road has to be built over the
mountain gorge into that mining camp or into that fishing
village. There is one village I can name right now, .Powell
River. It is isolated. There are no roads leading into or
out of Powell River. If you have a motor car your coti-
plete range would be about fifteenr miles. A road to Powell
River would cost more millions than I would dare try to
name. Let us come back to our camps. The road has toI
be built over this mountain peak—over the gorge. And
the company contributes this amount no doubt. At any
rate, it gives to that road its moral support. But you
know, I do not have to tell you that roads, after all, are
public interests and they are used not only by the great
mining or fishing companies, b1_1t they are used by the
people in general. ‘Fhey are quite _rlghtly a part of go;lr-
ernmental expenditure. Here again, let me repeat the
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phrase, because of gentle, unobtrusive pressures from the
mining interests or fishing interests, they have that road
built and have it built with reasonable haste and have it
built with reasonable security. Those roads, as I have
already pointed out, cost 4 great amount of money and
the building of them, perhaps, has been a little hastened
and a little extravagant because of the gentle, unobtrusive
pressure of interests from without—interests using their
power and pressure quite righteously—make no mistake
about my meaning.

There is the fourth suggestion. Look into that and
see if it does not account, in some small way for what we
call Western extravagance. There is one other sugges-
tion T would like to make apropos to the subject, wiz. that
the people of British Columbia are not riff-raff from all
four corners of the earth. They came from the Mari-
times and Ontario, and they came for the most part from
the conservative elements (T use that word with a small
letter) in the Maritimes and Ontario. These people, after
all, are not drunken sailors. Really they are people of the

~same steady, sound, dependable impulses that control you

men here at present. - Naturally they have not been given
to. wastefulness or extravagance. Tt is hardly likely they
would be transformed into wasters over night by going
across the Rocky Mountains. Anyone who knows British
Columbia and the British Columbia Englishman knows he
is a high Tory, very far removed from wastefulness and
extravagance. 1 want to suggest to you that the body of
our population is a population which, you would surely
grant, is not liable to be any more extravagant than the
population of the Maritimes or Ontario from which Brit-
ish Columbia people spring.

Now, these are five suggestions that T would throw
to you very tentatively out of my ignorance and lack of
responsibility. Add them all together and see if they do
not account, in some historical and even scientific way,
for what has been called Western extravagance. In other
words, when you make all the subtractions these things
demand, you will probably find that British Columbia and
Saskatchewan have not been essentially more extravagant

i
i
i
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than Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario. It does not ?}Te*?

an angel from Heaven to come down and tell you f‘a.

Far less does it need a humble school teacher to come 1012

Vancouver to tell you. But thése are thmg;s whéch a grea
i times forget.

many wiser people than myse}f some . _

' gTO‘W, the%e is a serious side. I h_ax_re been talkmg_thh
great flippancy. There is a serious side to the busi}less.
Tt is this. 1 am offering only my personal 0p1‘111§n. , &m;
talking as one who has no particular breadth of know eea%S
about things to base his opiniom upom, but there app X
to be a possibility of a very serious _p_ohtlcal clealvzge zcx)t
between the East and West. é‘L possﬁﬁl{t);{ I.tsa_l,jsr. e ;ci?lg

i it is pr t think 1 ,

think that it is probable. 1 do no _

but I think the possibility is ther}(le. g\fet };eeu a 1%?;232?
i -d it for a ,

of talk in the West. We have hear : .

but T hear more lately than I have ever he;uf‘d1t hm fg?:

twenty-eight years connection w11th fJ;Ehe VVt(?st, gf ! %\T or-

i - y - the formation of -

mation of a Western Party or tl nofa Wet
iti thering together o es

ern political bloc, or the ga 1 ; en

i t and to bring press
influences to make themselves fe 4t essur

; i hat possibility comes to any
on the recalcitrant East. 1f t _ :

sort of cleavage it certainly would be ?E, ;ilf:,_ly 1;{11;1'80;%111?122

i iz surely the sort of thing
thing to happen. It is surely | 4 i
r - the very meaning surely

are formed to prevent. That is .

‘(ljzfnadian Clubs. It is to prevent-any sort o.{ c_Ilea:vagOem ae%
between one part of the country and the othes 1 t 1_51 es e

thing that members of Canadian C_lubs and al ge(l)p o

are proud to call themselves Canadians should wish to p
Vent\.that are the cures for these féli}lgs'?r W;ilépilﬁiﬂ

i -ai heard it. Two
one in the train, at least T over ] - from
iver distri talking and 1 cou
the Peace River district were ) A
i i d that our men n public
avoid hearing. One propose ! e
i d (compelled, he use
Canada should be compelled , he
i;ord% to spend two years travelling all over thlgN Ccl)lunslg*;
T presume he meant Members of PE‘LI'ler‘nenf:.OLﬂd E;) e, that
i i ather imagine we W :
is not a bad idea, but I rat ¢ M be e

1 i British North American .
ning up against the North American A soung
is quoted so often lately. I rather imag : ¢
Lsuacrli’s suggestion. It is obviously foolish. It is too poetic

N --M.__%
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There is no doubt that one would like to see public men a
little less provincial. I cannot quote names. That would
be extremely wrong.
I saw a news item last week which stated that the Hon.
Member for Antogonish-Guysborough asked the Hon. the
Minister of Finance, how he expected to win an election if
he did not do something for Antigonish-Guyshorough? I
wish we could take a litile bit less of the local attitude and
a little bit less of the attitiude revealed in the Nova Scotia
story to the effect that an Hon, Member who was slightly
deaf rose to his feet to address the Speaker when a new
motion came, asking, “Mr. Speaker, has this motion any-
thing to do with the County of Inverness?” A little less
of that possibly would be helpful for public men both from
the East and the West. At any rate, if we must preach
local interests, could we not preach them under cover so
that they won't be heard and excite ill will? I have been
reading a story in the last few days about a soldier by the
name of Sir Richard Ramshackle, By some chance that
honorable soldier was compelled to listen—really listen—
for the first time in his life to a recital of the Ten
Commandments. After they were finished, “By Gad,” he
said, “they will do a lot of harm in India if they leak out.”
I am just suggesting that these local interests, like the Ten
Commandments, might be kept more or less under cover.

I have one last suggestion, Mr. Chairman, that a cure
for all this (I am a school teacher) is in wiser education.
If you ask me how that wiser education is going to be
effected, T am quite well-equipped, for the first time in this
speech, to make reply. My reply is this: I do not know.,
Now, Mr. Chairman, and gentlemen, having arrived at the
point where I started, it is my cue to sit down.

CuamrmaN Awrscort:— When Dr. Sedgewick was
described on the card as a witty speaker, I think that was
putting it mildly. I am going to ask Principal Wallace
of University College to move a vote of thanks,

PrincipAL WALLACE: — Mr. President, gentlemen, I
feel very much honored in being asked to move a vote of
thanks to Professor Sedgewick, and I suppose that my
chief qualification for the task is that T am a school
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teacher. It is evidently school teachers’ day at the Can-
adian. Club. I could not help thinking as I listened to
Professor Sedgewick that it was a great pity that he was
not better equipped to talk about this subject. DBecause
when you consider how exceedingly well he did without
information on the subject, we might have had a very
genuine treat if he had had information about it. 1 feel
that perbaps it is my duty to warn you that it is not
altogether safe to take Professor Sedgewick at his own
estimate — at the estimate which he professes in public.
1 hear rumors of an election held recently in one of the
Provinces of Canada, in .which  Professor Sedgewick, a
man without any political convictions, felt himself com-
pelled or impelled to. take part. T understand that the heck-
lers in British Columbia have been seeking cover ever since.
T should like to say that there is nothing more desirable in
Canada today than men from British Columbia, like Pro-
fessor Sedgewick, should interpret British Columbia, and
visit us and we should visit British Columbia. Im the midst
of his flippancy there was very much of genuine, substan-
tial, political thought for all of us. He pointed out to you
that the people of British Columbia were not radically dif-
ferent from us. T remember a visit 1 paid to that Province
very vividly. 1 remember the people I met in Vancouver.
I like Americans, Many of my best friends are Americans.
T like to travel in the United States, but I am always slightly
conscious of the fact that 1 am away from home. 1 am
not conscious of any feeling of that sort in Vancouver. 1
feel I am among “my ain folk.” 1 beg your pardon, Mr.
Chairman, | am making a speech. I am very pleased to
move that we extend to Professor Sedgewick a warm vote
of thanks for his most interesting address.




