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(August 29, 1919, )

The Last Hundred Days of the War

By Sm Arraur Cureri, K.CB,, K.CM.G.*
Joint Meeting with the Empire Club of Canada, M. assey Hall.

Mr. Chatrman, Iadies and Gentlemen,~1t is difficult to find
words which will express in a manner saisfactory to myself,
my appreciation of the warmth of the welime which Toronto
has given to me. I thank you, sir, for your generous words
of introduction. 1 regard this welcome and those words as a
tribute from you here assembled, to the Ereatness of all
Canada’s overseas soldiers. There is no stceess with which
my name has been associated but belongs to the soldiess whom
I had the honor of commanding, and I am proud that today I
have the privilege of meeting so many of the fathers ing
mothers of those men in the city of Toronto. I realize wha
Toronto has done in the war. [ know of the tens and hun-
dreds of thousands that have gone from this province and from
this city to the front, I know of the tons and tons of com-
forts that you have sent across to our hospitals there and to the
units in the field and, in that way, alleviated suffering and
made life more endurable. I know of the generous millions
you have poured forth for the same purpose and it is a proud
moment for me to stand in the capital city of my ttative prov-
ince and on behalf of those men tender you our most grateful
thanks,

I must apologize to you inasmuch as T have no set speech
ready. If I were to follow the advice of my physician I would

‘go direct to Vancouver Island and there hunt and fish and
get a little rest. He told me I should not indulge in these
functions. So I said to myself when I came here that T would

*General Sir Arthur Currie, Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian
Corps, was a British Columbia business man, at the outhreak
of the war. He developed rare ability at the front as a tacti-
cian and military organizer, To him in no small measure is due the
signal sticcess  which attended the fighting of the Canadian Corps

during the war, and especially during the last hundred days of the
war. .
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simply trust to the inspiration of the moment. Y-o_ur cha.lr:ir.lan
has given me that inspiration. He has given it by rea 1rig
what The Times was good enough to say, and I am g011}1gh 0
tell you briefly something that I think will interest you. at
is the story of the last hundred days of the war. e et

I.want to preface that by n}akmg one reference to t % ri.
engagement in which the Canadians fought, the Second a,tth e
of Ypres. I remember after that engagemqnt took .pIace the
commander of the Sesond Army, Gen. Smith-Dorrien, ,cam?
to me and said “T can pever tell you, General, w!hg,t the stand o
the Canadians meant. When I heard of the retirement of the
troops on the left T foresaw the greatest disaster that ever
overtook British arms. And when I pictured men, transports,
guns all trying to get across thq Yser canal [ shudd_ered with
horror. 'Then the message arrived that the Canadians wer{g
holding ons I refused to believe it. I sent out my own st:;1
and every gueceeding report I recewegl was better than the
one before 1t.” And the Commander-m-C‘l‘nef of the army,
General &#rench, was good enough to say, It was your sos
and wur brothers who saved the situation for the Emp.lre.
Apd 'the traditions which they established, traditions for not
Zwving up, for determination to win, f_or endurance, were car-
ried on and built upen by the succeeding men who came from
Canada. We were able to build up in the Canadian corps
what was universally conceded to be the hardest hitting and
fighting force of its size on the Western front. I know the
modesty of the men and I know that you would never gather
that fact from them. But I think it is only fair that I should
say it. ' )

)Ir_.et me for a moment say something about war. We pic-
ture war as a business of banners flying, men smiling, .full
of animation, guns belching forth, and all that sort of thing.
One, somehow or other, gets the impression that there is a
great deal of glory and glamor about the battlefield. I never
saw any of it. I want you to understand that war is simply
the curse of butchery, and men who have gone through it, who
have seen war stripped of all its trappings, are the last men

© that will want to see another war, :

On the first of last October we were counter-attacked by
eight German divisions, two of which were fresh. Do you
realize that meant fifty or sixty thousand Germans, all quite
willing to die, coming right at us determitled to kill everyone
if they could get through? And we were determined that we
would kill every one of them rather than let them get through. .
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- On that day we fired seven thousand tons of ammunition into
them, No wonder the ammunition factories of Canada were
kept busy. It was fired to kill. If they got close to us and
escaped the artillery we tried to shoot them with rifles, kill
them with machine guns, If they came on, as they were quite
willing to, we were ready to stick the bayonet into them. I’
want you to understand what war is and you cannot have
-war without the inevitable price. )

We have fought on battlefields where it took our stretcher-
bearers six hours to get out one wounded man. What these
men must have suffered and endured! We fought over
ground in which every inch was a shell hole, muddy and cov-
ered with unburied bodies. Now if you go to France, as many
of you will, because your brave boys lie there, you will see a
country, miles wide and hundreds of miles long, absolutely

- stripped of every form of human habitation. Where stood

whole towns there is now not one brick on another. That
-means that fathers and mothers who have worked all their
lives getting those homes together,—because in France and
Belgium they are thrifty and industrious people and fond of
their homes,—have lost everything. Parents have been driven
away, sons have gone into the army and probably have been
killed, because no country has paid the price like France.
And after living as outcasts and refugees they have returned
and have found not a brick of the old home in place. Every-
thing is unspeakable desolation. There is nothing but shell
holes and trenches and barbed wire where our men lived in
dugouts with the rats and the lice. If they exposed them-
selves for a minute they were sniped and shelled night and
day, when they came out to rest they were bombarded. That
was the life that they lived, and that to my mind indicates
their endurance, the great outstanding quality of our soldiers.

Now the year 1918 came. It brought many surprises to
those who were not there. . You had been led to believe that
our army was_victorious, that we had more men and more

.guns than the Boche had, that the very thing that we wanted

them to do was to come on and attack us. ‘That is what they
did. On March 21, 1918 they attacked us with great stccess.
They penetrated deeply into our lines and almost separated
the British army from the French. Shortly after that they
attacked again just south of Arras in early April. They at-
tacked again north of I.a Bassee and again bulged our line,
and the only part of the British front that did not give was
the part held by the Canadian corps. It is true we were not
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attacked, but the Canadian corps was protecting what was the
most tempting thing for the Boche. That was the sole remain-
ing coal fields of Northern France. If he were stceessiul in

getiing these coal fields you can understand how the economic

and industrial life of France would have been interrupted.
He made deep inroads.to the south, another to the north, until
we were in an enormous salient and we were so concerned that
_we withdrew our heavy guns and echeloned them along the
flank. You know the heavy guns in the corps would stretch

twenty-seven miles and I did not want twenty-seven miles of’

road to be blocked by the heavy artillery. As to whether the
corps played a part commensurate with its strength you can
judge when I tell you that they held thirty-five miles of front,
that is, one-fifth of the front held by the British army. -
‘Then the time came when we were the only part of the
British army who were not engaged and the commander-in-
chief withdrew the corps from the front in order that he might
have a hitting force ready to move in any direction from
which attack might come. I may say that three divisions were
pulled out, the second division was left in the line with the
“third army, Many a ‘time I asked to get the second division
out. On three of four occasions it was arranged that they go
out when some new development would hinder their relief. It
was actually about July Ist when they joined us. I remember
very well when the divisions were moving down into our new
arca. As they moved in the French civilians were moving out,
bundling their stuff on wagons and wheel-barrows and baby
carriages, trying to get away to the rear. But when they
- found that the Canadians were coming they turned around
and went back to their homes. You could not believe, unless
yon talked to the French people, what wonderful confidence
- they had in the ability of the Canadians to beat back any on-
slaught the Germans might make. '
During the seven weeks that we were out we completed our
orgatization. We had a different organization from what

prevailed in the other armies. I think one great source of our

strength was due-to the fact that we always fought together,
and as we realized through the lessons war had taught us, that
our infantry, artillery, engineers, machine guns, etc., could be
strengthened, we changed our organization. There is no use
in waiting until the end of the war to make neccessary changes
and 1 would only like to make one reference to our organiza-
tion by saying that in the post bellum committee’s report you

read in the press, that the commitiee on organization con-
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stituted by the War Office considered that the organization
that prevailed in the Canadian corps was the most satisfactory
one and should be adopted by the British army in future.
Efforts were made in the spring of last year to change our
organization but these efforts did not prevail and I for one am
more than glad that they did not. If you read the reports of
Sir Douglas Haig on the retirement of the fifth army in the
spring of 1918, you will see in half a dozen places reference
made to the fact that the Germans caught that fifth army in
the middle of reorganization. Well, no German attack ever
caught the Canadian corps in the same predicament.

During the seven weeks referred to we trained our men to
overcome an area dominated by machine gun fire, and when
the attack on Amiens came many of our men said, “This is
our training all over again. We have met all this before in
practice, everything is familiar.” We went back into the lines

" about the middle of last August, and as we never assumed a

defensive attitude the Canadian corps prepared to attack. We
believed that the only way to win wars was by fighting, so we
prepared attacks on every front to which we went and carried
the battle to the Boche, We tried to make his life miserable.
We gassed him on every opportunity and on one occasion
ninety per cent. of the gas in France was heing thrown at the
Boche hy the Canadians, We never forgot that gas at the
second battle of Ypres, and we never let him forget it either.
+ We gassed him on every conceivable occasion, and if we could
have killed the whole German army by gas we would gladly
have done so. If our aeroplane photographs disclosed that
the Boche was using certain roads we fired on those roads all
night long. We shot them up with machine guns if we could,
or with artillery. We never gave him any peace whatever.
When we went in at Amiens we prepared to attack.

Just over a year ago I had dinner with General Rawlinson,
There Rawlinson unfolded the plan he had in mind for the
operation of Amiens. On August 1st, 1918, it was intended to
fight only one more great battle that year. That was to be
the battle of Amiens. And if success came the armies in
FEurope were going to sit down and wait for the development
(i)g 1tgl}‘le big American army, and the war was to be finished in

Now many people think that casualties occur only when
battles are on. Let me tell you that in five months when we .
were in the Ypres salient, in normal warfare, except for the
attack on Mt. Sorrell, we had very heavy casualties. In June
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the casualties in the corps were nearly 250 a day. Casualties

are going on all the time all around you. If the plans had.

prevailed that we were going to sit down and go through an-

other winter’s campaign, the casualties would probably have

been more than occurred in the closing hundred days of the
war. And the big battles would have to be fought in the
spring anyway. And the Canadians would have been used
the same as they were vsed last August because they had been
regarded by the commander-in-chief as first class assault
troops. . :

The objective of that baitle of Amiens was this: We wanted
to win the main lateral lines and we wanted to remove the
danger of the Boche breaking in between the British and the

French armies, The Canadian corps was moved down to fornt:

the spearhead of that attack. The troops on the right and on
the left were ordered to take their time from and make their
advances according to the wishes of the Canadian corps. We
were the spearhead. Secrecy was the prime necessity, and
many were the ruses that were adopted to fool the Boche. In
the first place we sent several battalions up north to go into

the line near Kemmell. . The King of the Belgians complained .

to Marshal Foch that the Canadians were about to make an
attack on Kemmell and he had not been informed. So well
was the secret kept that the French liaison officers that were
with us moved away from near Artas, went up to Kemmell
and established themselves and did not know for two days
that the corps was going south. Moving at night and night
only, the whele corps in the space of seven or eight days was
moved down south and assembled east of Amiens. I never
saw troops more ready for a fight. During the time that we
had been out, we trained in overcoming areas defended by
machine guns. I used to go out to see how it was carried on.
I went out one day and found a unit doing it very indifferently
and I scolded them, and the boys say that when I get that way
I am pretty forcible. I assembled the battalion, intending
to malke them do it over again, No bugler was on parade and
I became more cross than ever, ‘“The trouble with you is,” I
said “that you do not like this play warfare. I am going to
send you back to the line at once.”. “Hurrah,” they roared,
“that is where we want to go.” .

And another thing struck me. You know for years the
troops at the front had not sung. When we first went there
the troops used to sing, and then for years they stopped their
songs and nothing was heard. When troops marched along

[Aug. 29
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there was just the steady trunch, trunch on-the cobbled roads.
But that night, the night before the battle of Amiens, the

“troops sang for the first time in years. They sang hymns and

they sang, “What the h do we care, the gang’s all here.”
That is the spirit with which they went into that battle and I
said to my staff officers, “It is all off with the Boche to-motrow
morning if we can get through to-night,” And we did get
through that night. We had thousands and thousands of men,
thousands and thousands of tons of ammunition, thousands
and thousands of gallons of poison gas for the attack. You
can realize what would have happened if one of their shells
had hit the gas stores in that wood. ‘There would have been a
catastrophe. However luck seemed to be with us. Five-
thirty came, everybody in line, not a gun had been registered.
What guns had been put in, in the few days before, were in
carefully hidden positions with ammunition stored. But not a
gun fired because we have instruments now which disclose the
range of every gun by the flash. We can tell just exactly
where a gun is to twenty feet and the Boche can also. If we
disclosed the positions of our men they would know that an
attack was coming but so well did our gunners know their
guns that they were able without previous registration to lay
down a perfect barrage. We had a great many tanks, and
with one of them went a piper standing on top, playing his -
regimental march as cool as if on parade. The objective of

" .that hattle was to be the Amiens defence line, 14,000 yards or

eight miles east of our jumping off line. T don’t know how
long it was estimated we would require to reach our objective
but so great was the success that we were there that night. It
constituted the deepest penetration that had been made by any
army, German or Allied, in one day, up to that period of the
war,

Now as to the results of that battle, outside the material
gain the effect on morale was wonderful. ‘I'he whole spirit of
the army and of_ the nation changed. Troops that had been
looking over their shoulders, looked again towards the Rhine.
The army and Empire which had been very much concerned
and at times despondent, saw hope dawn again. It caused a
resurrection and restrengthening of our 'determination to win.
The material results were simply that in four or five days we
penetrated 24,000 yards, took 9,000 prisoners, 196 guns, thou-
sands of machine guns, and fought and thoroughly licked
sixteen German divisions. After the first four days, or on the
13th of the month,—the battle had taken place on the 8th,—we
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had come up against the old Somme battlefield from which
the Boche had voluntarily retired in the year 1916 leaving
there the old trenches, machine gun emplacements, wire and
dugouts. 'There are .some who say that I am a bull-headed
fighter, that I simply keep rushing ahead regardless of my
men or of the consequences, but on the 13th when we came up
against the old Somme defences I wrote a letter to the com-
mander of the fourth army—I am sorry I have not a copy here
—in which I stated that I thought the bdttle had gone far

enough unless there was some urgent reason why it should not

be broken off. 'The corps had won great success, its marale
was very high. I recommended that the attack be transferred
to the third army and that we hit down in the direction of
Bapaume, an operation which had been discussed and which

I had always believed could have been carried out with great

success. We were not transferred to the third army, but the
third did hit in on the 21st with very great success. I would
lilke to say here that the third army was commanded by our
old and trusted leader, General Byng. But no matter what
the success of that army was, they would sooner or later come
up against the Hindenburg system of trenches on which the
Boche had staked his all, :
Now, I say, the morale changed, hope came again into the
breast of our War Council and our leaders. I think one of
the first to say that success might come last year, and that
there was no need of waiting for the big army of our neigh-
bors to the south—-I mean there was no need to wait for them
to finish the war in 1919, no one realizes better than I do what
help those millions of American soldiers gave to the Allied

tause——one of the first was our Commander-in-Chief, Sir -

Douglas Haig. Ile saw that if the Hindenburg line could be
aroken, the war could be finished last year, And so he with-
Irew the Canadian corps from the Amiens front where it had
12d such striking success and gave it the task of plercing the
Hindenburg line,

Beginning August 26th, we began the battle of Arras, We
inished that on September 2nd. In that per.od we had hroken
hrough six successive systems of trenches and finally broken
he “Queant-Drocourt Switch” on September 2nd. The
Jueant-Drocourt line is the front line and support line, well
vired in front, five hundred yards and then another line with
nore wire, six or seven hundred yards heavily wired and an-
sther line. In that battle there were nearly 10,000 prisoners
aken. There were ninety-eight guns taken, a penetration of
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i first time
irds made, the Hindenburg system for the first :
f}?égggdyz;ds eglghteen German divisions fought and decisively
besl.\gzr:{r I say that our chief saw that the war could be ﬁn{fl_md
last year. However, it meant that we had to keep on ﬁ% 1t_mg
with every available man. Those th} li_riowf the (:_cl:lsi*it r?j | :;lt%
iods of trench warfare, the loss of hie from ins
g?r\la\?a:f;re, as well as the terrible wastage in a country where
all the defences would have to be new defencez_;, beIcm;se v;r](;
were driving the Boche into country not previous y oug1
over, will realize the wisdom of finishing hthe terrible struggle
uickly as possible when there was a chance. -
as'l]zl:a;{-glqgrepwere conceived those four great hammer blowg
that finished the war. On September 26th the Americans an
the French hit in away down sm;lth. OOnt }‘ihezé't?lthticl}ée S(e:(:;l:(;
i ssed the Canal du Nord., On the
S:frlr?; :égétstfe French hit in on the north. And on the 29th the
British fourth army hit in. These were the four great ham-
mer blows that brought the Boche to his knees. y
Now the Canadidns in all their experience had never taken
as formidable a position as the Canal du Nord. Fast Ofi)lti‘ll? ﬁ ,
marsh which was heavily wired, and to the south and behin

" was rising ground that gave good observation and good gun

iti asked that our line might be extended and we
?gslf‘ﬂgi} Qt?oiher 3,000 yards. On the 27th the corps wiﬁf
across there and began what I think is one of the most relma -
able operations of the war. Having crossed the ca%a 'O'nht
narrow front we turned and spread out like a fan. ¢ é mg;al
we were on a front of 14,50_0 ya}{ds. My old chief, eger_it
Byng, came to see me and said. “Do you t%}mk you can '(‘:c]ha;:
because you are undertaking ‘t],]e most daring operation at
has been attempted in the war.” But with long exge}qen;:eth
what the Canadian could do, conscious of the spirit o tG
troops and trusting to capable leaders, I had every r?azon u‘?
believe that the operation could be successfully Eanae od.
That was the day we took Bourlon Wood. The Boche ]rgna r(f
up his mind that we were not going to have that fro;:t. " o -
lon Wood is the key to the whole country. We fougu tdt rcgzgr -
it for five days and every attack we made fore-sta de at e d
man attack. We attacked on the 28th at 6 a.m. an L;:a;; gr;o
orders disclosing that the Boche had intended to attac l% 30,
“so it went on for five days, a ding-dong bat.ttIe, -jL‘lS.t 1<1e ]?iro
wrestlers in a ring. When you are locked in a str t}llgg e like
that you cannot be the one to quit, and_ anyway it has never
been characteristic of the Canadian soldiers to quit.
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The baitle of Arras, I consider’, was finished on October

Ist and 2nd. Then we were to the north, and we held the

high ground along the Cambrai-Deuai road i
> . Cambr
gn&y entered by Canadian troops on the morning obe?cItoWb:i
0} C V\ge crossed the Canal du Noid, a mile and a half north
o arLl 1rfal at 1,30 a.m. and by daylight our troops were a mile
an ad alf to the east. - That operation, carried out by the fifth
rigade, was one of the best little brigade operations I know

of, Co-operating with them were troops of the third, and I

think the old fourth C.M.R. also. W
1 MR, . e entered C i
%edgggl;%gtthwebwﬁe tl;rgugh it, north, south, eas::l n;l:gmwigtd
e battle of Cambrai to have taken :
ber 23rd to October 12th. In that opérati o g et
. _ . operation we mad -
E;aéttllon tc)lf 30,000 yards, took twenty-two field and he:v; gﬁ?lz
Weresz:lrllets a?mfi réleafc}“tnil gliI:‘lli, amc%1 thirteen German di'visions’
defeated. ese thirteen had been re-inf
Iéy othfer battalions. So up to that time, which was thenclcc))?i:;cgl
C?lraa?i iaﬁhi -Ogriath s(tiruggle which began on August 8th, the
Ge{‘man divisil())ns.a met and defeated forty-seven different
hen there came z month of drivi
ving the enemy hurri
gct;:(;lss 1open country. The largest operation whichyto;l:rﬁgz
;el:]nci :n ;gst zaonﬂ; \ivas onhN?(v_ember 1st, when the city of Val-
as taken, the key is Mount Huy to th
Mou1l1t Huy had twice been assaulted and twi:e retal(:egou:t:
viously, Our line was extended so that it was included [‘)W*e
cmaptu.red it by about one thousand four hundred troops on the
orning of November 1st. We suffered eighty men killed and

three hundred wounded ; we buried between eight hundred and * -

%r;?] tgousa]nd Boches, and we took eighteen hundred prisoners
: ays later the corps were in front of Mons and the n t
a{ the armistice came into effect. ex
am going to make another statement about M
. : ous, alth
]I)el;z:lv?s;l;aége b1‘c ttxlvlo or three times already. QOrders ;vhichoﬁgg
. d by the commander-in-chief, not direct to "
co::lntl;g down through the usual channe’l, GH.Q. to thiznzrlr)l:lt
fﬁlth 1en to the corps,—were that there should be no 1'elélxati0t};
pleni;olt)gs:isute 0? tlﬁ enﬁmy Iqsluring the visit of the German
ntiaries to Marshal Foch's headquarters. T
quence of that order, Canadians h o Tad a ereat
, : ave always had
rcta)s.pect f(%r orders, we continued the pressureyas it haad %::;
tge rlirrll% %nf ;)]:edz;);; i 'f:he Gterfxinan p’lelnip(')tentiaries agreed to the
. rmistice at five o'clock on Monday morni
Nm‘rembel 11th.  Before five o’clock nobody kngw whg;;:gr"
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they were going to agree, but pefore they agreed Mons was in
our possession. No order by me, verbal or otherwise, ordered
an assault on Mons and Mons was never assaulted. You do
not assault a city in these days without artillery preparation. I
am an honorary citizen of Mons, and the document which was
presented to me with that distinction records the fact that no
British shell was fired into the city of Mons. About half-past
seven that morning we got word that the armistice was to go
into effect at eleven o'clock and orders to that effect. were
immediately sent out. But do you know there were units en-
gaged in the closing days who absolutely would not comie out
of the line. I know a battalion whose period of relief came
and they would not quit fighting. You cannot understand how
sick we all were of the war, nor our anxiety of finishing it as
soon as possible, if there was any chance of success. Your
sons and brothers wanted to see it out. They wanted to be
done with the cursed thing, They never want to see any more
war. :

Now these things are what your fellow citizens did. These
men have come back. These are your own boys who have
come back and ask to be absorbed again into the national life
of this country. For them I appeal to every business man
here present, I appeal to every woman here present, that they
do everything in their power to see that not a single soldier
goes without work. I don’t know all the men of the Canadian
corps but I 'know the spirit that they stand for. . These men
do not want sympathy, or something for nothing. They were
an asset before they left this country. They are a greater
asset now. !

Every year before the war you took into this country hun-
dreds of thousands of men who were not of your own flesh
and blood, who did not speak your language. You could
absorb them into the national life of your country and it did
1ot seem to be any problem. Now these men who have come
back are your very own. Their bodies have been exposed as a
living bulwark on the battlefields of Burope to save for you
this nation of Canada. And Canada owes a debt to these sol-
diers and I know Canada is willing to pay the debt. I do not
want you to be impatient with the boys. Tt takes some time for
them to resume again their former life. It will call for the
exercise of patience and tolerance on the part of the employer
but I appeal to you to give these men jobs and pay them better
than you ever paid them before.

"1 know also that there are pernicious influences at worle in
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this country trying to wean the soldier from his high ideals.

‘I'he most pernicious propaganda is being circulated, There is

. only one way to meet that, by counter propaganda and by see-
ing that every soldier has work and is made contented,
These men have fought for law, order and decency and they
want it more than ever now. '

Just for a momefit I want to refer to those who are not
coming back. Fifty thousand of our comrades lie buried
in the fields of France and Flanders. They gave their lives
cheerfully that what the British Empire stands for should
endure, should not be destroyed. 'There is not one of them
who would want to be here this afternoon if he knew that a
fellow countryman had to take his place. Let me tell you a

little story. At the Battle of Vimy Ridge, a corporal went

out with his patrol of seven or eight. They were engaged in
scouting and it was necessary to get the information and rush
it back to headquarters as quickly as possible. ‘They were

caught by hostile machine gun fire and to move, meant cer-’

tain death.  The corporal realized how important it was that
the information he had should be sent back and he said to his
comrades, “I am going over there. When I do you beat it.”
What he meant was “I am going to make a dash.” I am going
to draw the machine gun fire. You get away and save your-
selves.”  The message reached headquarters. But the cor-
© poral lies buried near an old gun pit on the eastern slopes of
Vimy Ridge. This was the spirit of the men. They have
come home with that spirit and I know you will interest your-
selves in them. To me it seems that there should he no re-
turned soldier problem. If there is a spirit of unrest I do not
think the returned soldier is going to cause it. I can under-
stand his feelings. Tt may he caused by men who did not, like
him, expose their bodies for $1.10 per day, but made a great
" deal more than that. These are the men’who are responsible
for any unrest. ) :

I thank you, Mr. Chairman’and Ladies and Gentlemen for
this honor, and anything, as I said before, you have done for
me in the way of formal tribute I accept from you as a tribute
to the men whom it was my privilege to command,

Speaking in reply to an address from Great War Veterans’
Association, Sir Arthur Currie said: I want to be associated
with the veterans and I want to interest myself in their prob-
lem. I 'think the first thing is to take care of the widows and
the orphans of those who are not coming back. I think the
next charges are those men who have lost maybe both arms,
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- to work, And then comes
th legs, and who are not able to | th
?Eebgéturtigeci soldier himself. Fe th stand with™all good
iti for what is right for our couniry. . .
Cltﬁglffrence is made in your address to the new appmn:t;}nteil;
I have just taken over. I amnot a miht}a;r;st{h;! nfv\;ir stt Lo
i that this
r again, but I want to tg:ll you v :
fmzii;;i ofgthis world twenty-six million casgfalées,a taﬁiit;}ilg
greatest military experts mff ’%16% E(r)r(l]e.s%y Egi.t f:eld 1:;.? t Britain
have put an arimy o A into 1e cot
xgégemi‘;tﬁhe war would not have taken place. I %y r:; }sfﬁ;t;
reatest folly for any country to be unprepared. for f us
\gvvant to see another war and I am not a believer in &

standing armies or anything like that. Bu:crtl_ 1?1;?:51 tﬁzt

there can be introduced into this country a militia sy T

will give the people full value for their r_none%!.th any

emefgéncy should arise requifriﬁ% the r:;::t];x}]:z‘aﬁﬁna?ise (:x mf litia
militia of this co ]

f\?}tl-f:ﬁ ?vﬁl (l)ji taicic to fulfil its duty, and if ever war comes

again our. militia system will be of real service.




